

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 6th OCTOBER 2025

PRESENT
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. G. Walton, Mr. N. Winstanley, Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                         LGA 1972 s12 para 40       
                                              County Councillor A. Mellen     
                                              District Councillor H. Richardson,                                                                                           
APOLOGIES:     Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J Bolus, Mr. R. Lenko, Mr. G. Millen, Mr. J. Morgan, 
                              The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons given.  
                               District Councillor D. Bradbury.
	1.
	The Chair welcomed everyone. 
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a) To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 -none
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance  - none
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email
Request from Preschool to cut back hedge and clear ditch.  The Council had no objection to this work being carried out.
	

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information only
    •Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen
SCC has submitted the business case for one unitary authority, so awaiting Government assessment and then consultation.  The Local Nature Recovery strategy has been approved, supporting Government plans.  The latest financial forecast looks like an overspend of £30m, but the Designated School Grant is predicted to be £63m overspend.  However, most Councils are in a similar position.
    •Report from District Councillors Harry Richardson and David Bradbury
In October Mid Suffolk will do a call for sites for residential use across the District. Grant Funding sessions at the Blackbourne Centre on 6th November, 9am-2.30pm.
	

	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	Motion by Prof. Jaggard to accept amendment to minutes on the discussion between Village Hall and Council. APPROVED by Mr. Walton, seconded by Mr.Winstanley, agreed by all.
Councillors RESOLVED to approve the minutes of Council meeting held on 1st September 2025 are a true and correct record with the amendment. 
	

	6.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	6.1 Bus stop at crossroads - ongoing
	

	
	6.2 UKPN – FIT update.  The Clerk has contacted Birketts and Mr. Cooper concerned at the lack of update. Mr. Cooper assured things would take time but would progress.                                                                                                 
	Clerk

	
	6.3 Withdrawal of Bus service. Dan’s Coaches had withdrawn service and could not see it would be reinstated.  Mr. Winstanley will contact them again as Tostock has now been added to the service.                                                                                                     
	Mr.Winstanley

	
	6.4 Booking thermal imaging cameras.  It was agreed to go ahead with this booking for January/February next year and to advertise to residents. Prof. Jaggard offered to use the camera.
	Clerk

	
	6.5 Remembrance Day memorial service 9th November. Mrs. Hill agreed to speak to The Dog about providing refreshments after the service.  The memorial needs a clean.
	Mrs. Hill

	7.
	PLANNING
	

	
	7.1 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S) Land West Of, Ixworth Road, Norton DC/25/04182
Application under Section 73 of The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 – Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans and Documents) of DC/24/02272 dated: 11/07/2024 -
Erection of 4No detached dwellings with garages.
The Council had no comment to make.
	

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]7.2 APPLICATION FOR ADVERTISEMENT CONSENT - DC/25/04346
Budgens at Norton Service Station, Woolpit Road, Norton 
Application for consent to display an Advertisement(s) - Retention of 3no. vinyl decals on freestanding ATM 
The Council had no objection or comment to make.
	

	
	7.3 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/25/04345
Budgens at Norton Service Station, Woolpit Road, Norton 
Full Planning Application - Installation of freestanding automated teller machine and bollards (retention of) 
The Council had no comment to make.
	

	
	7.4 DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S) TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990
Martindale, Halls Lane, Norton  DC/25/03756
Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/22/02777 - Condition 4 (Materials) 
	

	
	7.5 PLANNING PERMISSION WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S) HAS BEEN GRANTED SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS
Three Bridges, Ashfield Gardens, Norton DC/25/03217
Application under Section 73 of The Town and Country Planning Act for DC/22/06158 (1no dwelling) for the variation of Condition 2 (Approved plans and documents) - Erection of 1no detached dwelling with detached garage. Part regularisation and demolition of existing buildings.  
	

	
	7.6 PLANNING ENFORCEMENT  ENQUIRY
Land West Of Suffolk House, Ixworth Road, Norton  EN/25/00516
Nature of Problem: Alleged commencement of works on site prior to the completion of the access following grant of permission DC/24/04807 – no current update.
	

	8.
	FINANCIAL MATTERS 
	

	
	8.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
     Clerk’s salary  £624.00                                                                              LGA1972 s112
     Messenger, £363.00                                                                                   LGA1972 s112
     MSDC Play area Inspection £116.90                           Local Gov (Misc. Provisions)Act 1976 s 19                                      
     Legend Services, lock and chain to playing field, £66.60           Public Health Act 1875 s164
     HMRC £210.45 cheque no 022605                                                            LGA1972 s112
     St. Andrews Church, upkeep of churchyard, £550 cheque no 022606    LGA 1972 s214(6)                                                                                                                                                                           
	

	
	8.2 The Clerk confirmed receipt of second instalment of precept £27500
	

	
	8.3 The Clerk had forwarded budget statement – APPROVED and noted.
	

	
	8.4 The Clerk confirmed submission of Recycling claim £594.42 and VAT return of £5985.67
	

	
	8.5 The Clerk circulated a copy of Section 3 External auditor report for 24-25. Comment noted stating financial risk management was not reviewed and approved by the authority during the year. The Clerk explained to the auditor this had been done in February 2025, but the loan risk had not been listed so this was added and approved in July 2025.  However, the auditor did not accept this explanation.
	

	
	8.6 Update on Council subscription to Gov.uk. The Clerk has undertaken a couple of webinars and requested a quote from Aubergine website provider, which had been circulated to Councillors. The Clerk agreed to investigate further before a decision, but in principle it is right way forward.
	
Clerk

	9.
	REORGANISATION/DEVOLUTION
	

	
	9.1 Local Government Reorganisation circulated and noted.
9.2 Three Councils for Suffolk business case submitted to government by MSDC circulated and noted.
	

	10
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	10.1 Report received and circulated from Speedwatch Coordinator, with a request for another “kill your speed sign” just after the garage and one near Little Haugh entrance. A new SID is planned for near The Gardens.  It is frustrating that the damaged and missing reminders will not be replaced. 
	
Clerk

	
	10.2 Draft proposal to combat speeding presented by Mr. Winstanley.  He has put together names of consultants to contact for quotes.  Councillors agreed to this being taken forward.
	Mr. Winstanley

	
	10.3 30mph between Norton and Stowlangtoft – draft letter for Highways by Prof Jaggard circulated and approved by Council to be submitted to Highways with Councillor Mellen being copied in.
	Clerk

	11
	VILLAGE HALL  
	

	
	11.1 Report from VHMC October 2025 received and noted.  
	

	
	11.2 Wifi.  The Clerk reported she had subscribed to BT for a business account as the previously account set up by the Hall had been wrongly listed as domestic.  Connection is now awaited.
	

	12
	PLAY AREAS  
	

	
	12.1 Play areas adjacent to Village Hall and Prospect Road – all OK. However, at some point the wooden train will need replacement due to deterioration.
	

	13
	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
	

	
	13.1 Update on survey, Survey stats had been circulated.  The next meeting with Ian Poole is on 11th October.
	

	14
	POLICY AND FINANCIAL STANDING ORDER
	

	
	14.1 To receive Model Standing Orders.  APPROVED by the Council
	

	
	14.2 ICO Freedom of Information Act circulated and APPROVED.
	

	15
	CORRESPONDANCE
	

	
	15.1 Suffolk Emergency Planning - Community Rest Centre Training - noted
	

	
	15.2 Sizewell community newsletter -noted
	

	
	15.3 Woolpit Health Centre - Open Evening Tuesday 14th October 2025, 18.30.  Mrs.Hill and Mr.Walton agreed to attend.
	

	
	15.4 PC dates for 2026 – circulated and approved.
	

	
	15.5 Citizens Advice AGM 31st October 10am Stowmarket.  – noted.
	

	
	15.6 Community Emergency Planning – Norton - noted
	

	
	15.7 Sizewell C September project update - noted
	

	
	15.8 Clerks & Councils Direct – noted.
	

	16
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.  None
	

	17
	To confirm the date of next meeting 3rd November 2025  
	

	18
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.36
	






3rd November 2025                                     382/25                  signed…………………………………………

