

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 7th JULY 2025


PRESENT:  
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
                               Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J Bolus, Mr. R. Lenko, Mr. Millen, Mr. G. Walton, Mr. N. Winstanley,  
                               Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                                                LGA 1972 s12 para 40                                                                                                      
                              2 members of the public
APOLOGIES:       Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. J. Morgan, 
The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons, which will be recorded in the attendance register.  
                              District Councillor H. Richardson
                              County Councillor A. Mellen

	1
	Welcome and protocol
	

	2
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a)To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 - none 
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3
	PUBLIC FORUM
	

	
	· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance 
Concern expressed at lorries over the weight limit with no permit still using the A1088 during the night while the A14 is closed. There are currently 103 HGVs with permits to use the road.  Cllr Mellen stated there had been an ANPR van monitoring use and speed and he had asked for access to the ANPR data so misuse could be followed up, but it has been difficult to obtain this.  National Highways have the data, Trading Standards monitors the weight limit and permits, and the Police fine the firms for misuse and speeding.  However, getting them to work together has proved difficult. As the problem occurs at night the Police do not have the manpower to monitor all night. It was reported that houses are shaking and the road is beginning to break in places. Cllr Mellen agreed to follow up what he could. Mr. Moland clarified that speedwatch is not allowed to work at night so could not help with speeding issues. Mr. Millen felt rat runs are also occurring through other villages.
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email 
Correspondence received concerning water leaks in Ashfield Road.  In the past few weeks the road has been closed several times due to the number of leaks which have occurred as a result of the serious deterioration of the old pipe system.  Request was made for the Council to raise this issue with Anglian Water and ask for a timetabled pipe replacement.  The Clerk was asked to contact Anglian Water.  
Criminal damage to Evie’s bench. Following emails from Mrs. Gleeson, she has reported the graffiti damage to the Police.
Water to Allotments.  Due to the recent hot spells, Mr. Walton has taken several water tankers to the area.  The Trustees will investigate mains water for future use.
	


















Clerk

	4
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information only
    •Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen – noted
Mr. Aket commented on the Scrutiny Committee considering the educational attainment of children to be below the national attainment figures.  He questioned the change from three tier to two tier a number of years ago. 
    •Report from District Councillors Harry Richardson and David Bradbury.
Mr. Aket commented on money given to Rattlesden Church which he understood was not permitted.   Cllr Richardson stated CIL could be allocated provided the Church provides a service to the community ie a general meeting place. Cllr Mellen stated the Church is used Monday to Friday as a meeting place for the Community. 
Mr. Aket enquired about spending £3m for a footpath and cycle way from Elmswell and Woolpit.  Cllr Richardson said he believed it was due to the large developments at both Elmswell and Woolpit.  Cllr Richardson agreed to get details.  Mr. Aket felt a footpath from Norton to Thurston should be considered.  
	

	5
	MINUTES
	

	
	5.1 To RESOLVE minutes of the Council meeting held on 2nd June 2025 as a true and correct record. Mr. Aket proposed, Mr. Lenko seconded. All Approved.
	

	6
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	6.1 Bus stop at crossroads.  Cllr Mellen stated he had requested markings.
	

	
	6.2 UKPN – FIT update. The Clerk stated the request to FIT went to the Planning and Policy Committee on 4th July and their decision was awaited.                                                                                                   
	Clerk

	
	6.3 Street lighting – lighting times.  The Clerk outlined the costs of the upgraded and non upgraded lights.  She will put together a spreadsheet of the lights and give suggestions as to which areas could be upgraded.  The Clerk agreed to make enquiry as to whether funding is available from Greener Suffolk.                                                                                 
	Clerk                       

	
	6.4Withdrawal of Bus service.  Reply from Dan’s coaches stated the service had been withdrawn due to low usage, plus there is a new service from Thurston to Bury. Mr. Winstanley commented about asking Dans coaches how much it would be to retain the service, or ask how many use the service. Mr. Aket wondered if the £8m for bus service allocated to SCC could be tapped into.  Mr. Winstanley agreed to follow up.
	Mr.
Winstanley

Clerk

	7
	PLANNING
	

	
	7.1 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/25/02307
Land North Of Halfboys, Ixworth Road, Norton  
Erection of 1no residential dwelling, vehicular access and associated works.
The Council had no objection to this application but made the following observations:
· The proposed dwelling appeared large for the plot
· Being sideways on to the road did not present an aesthetic look and there is preference for front facing to fit the street scene.
· Access and egress from the site needs to be clarified as there appeared to be limited turning and parking within the site.
	

	
	7.2 FULL PLANNING APPLICATION - DC/25/02951
The Dog Inn, Ixworth Road, Norton  Installation of pergola  
The Council recommended approval
	

	
	7.3 APPLICATION FOR OUTLINE PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/25/02900
Land West Of, Ixworth Road, Norton - Erection of 2 self-build dwellings
 (Access points to be considered, all other matters reserved) Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 
The Council objected to this application.
1.More development along this stretch of open countryside gave precedence for further applications.
2.Village facilities as mentioned in the previous refusal by the Inspectorate were not a short distance but some distance away from these properties and would necessitate use of cars especially as the houses are listed as family homes. There was no footway near the development or provision to provide one. To allow ease of access to village facilities would require residents to walk along the roadside of the A1088.
3.There are no current bus routes running through the village to allow ease of access to facilities or larger shopping towns
4. The site is in the countryside and therefore in an unsustainable location
5. The scheme did not provide affordable housing (on the basis that the site should be aggregated with previous permissions) 
6. It would mean additional vehicles accessing and egressing the site near the brow of a hill.
	

	
	7.5 CONFIRMATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH CONDITIONS
7 Prospect Road, Norton, DC/25/01735
Confirmation of Compliance with Conditions for planning permission 2258/16 and DC/19/05202 Erection of single storey rear extension (Following demolition of existing conservatory)  
	

	
	7.6 GRANTED - DC/25/02380
Sandalwood, Heath Road, Norton  - Application for Works to Trees Subject to Tree Preservation Order WS333/T5- Fell 1 No Robina (T1)   
	

	
	7.7 GRANTED.
Hill House, Ixworth Road, Norton DC/25/02166
Erection of a side Extension (following demolition of existing conservatory)  
	

	8
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	
	8.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
     Clerk’s salary £624.00                                                                           LGA1972 s112
     Street Cleaner £38.88                                                                              LGA1972 s112
     Messenger, £363.00                                                                                LGA1972 s112
     SALC internal audit £830.40                                                                  LGA1972 s112
     ICO, £52.00                                                                                             GDPR
     Vertas, grounds maintenance £407.23                                      Public Health Act 1875 s164
     Goodlife Landscaping, play bark, £648.00                                Public Health Act 1875 s164
     HMRC £220.05  Cheque number 522597                                               LGA1972 s112
	

	
	8.2 To receive quote for Slab base to Evie’s bench – ongoing, with consideration of astro turf or slabs to ensure the woodwork is protected.
	

	
	8.3To receive and consider work to playing field trees.  Discussion  and review of quotes received. The Council RESOLVED to invite Gadd Brothers to undertake the work.
8.3 Concern from SCC about tree near school fence. Part of it had been cut down to protect the school fence and for security reasons.  Further measures will be investigated. 
	

	
	8.4 The Clerk confirmed loan repayment will be due on 9th July of £11230.78
	

	
	8.5The Clerk had circulated the Internal Audit Report and produced a spreadsheet of required work, which will be slowly worked through.
	

	
	8.6 To approve Financial and General Risk Assessment. The financial risk of the loan repayment was added to the Risk assessment as required by the Internal Audit, and APPROVED by Councillors.
	

	
	8.7 Councillors APPROVED continued use of the BACS system for 2025-2027 as required in Financial Standing Orders and the Internal Audit.  
	

	
	8.8 The Clerk confirmed a refund from Clear Insurance of £137.44
	

	
	8.9 Budget statement and reconciliation, APPROVED by Councillors. 
	

	9
	DEVOLUTION/REORGANISATION 
	

	
	Suffolk County Council Briefing on Local Government Reorganisation 6th June 2025.  Discussion of reorganisation proposals and options under review before being presented to Government.  Concern expressed at the 6th June meeting about the various options.   
	

	10
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	10.1 Update report on Speedwatch from coordinator circulated to Councillors. 
Mr. Moland felt signage was an issue, important to remind drivers about the speed. He stated one of the poles has disappeared where the ANPR went last time.
Mr.Lenko stated the new SID cannot be put where suggested as Highways did not feel it would be suitable as it needs to be flat and grassed.  The new identified site is near The Gardens, and the owner has agreed.  The SID requires full light to power the solar panel. 
	

Clerk.

	
	10.2 Strategy to combat speeding –gating update – on hold due to cost.  Mr. Lenko stated these were likely to cost around £8000 and asked for the Council’s decision on spending this amount before he undertook full investigation.  Mr. Winstanley felt this money could be better spent on a consultant to suggest permanent solutions for the village.  Mr. Aket felt concern that any solution from a consultant would need to be passed by Highways but due to lack of resources may not be able to be undertaken.  Mr. Lenko felt the advice sought could just be on gating.              
	
Mr. Winstanley

Agenda

	11
	VILLAGE HALL 
	

	
	11.1 To receive update on hall and Management Committee.  The coffee shop should be opening shortly and the post of treasurer has been advertised.
	

	
	11.2 Hand sanitizer held at Village hall.  Mr. Walton agreed to remove and store.
	

	12
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	12.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall – all good.
	

	
	12.2 Play area in Prospect Road – all good.
	

	13
	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
	

	
	13.1 Review of working party meeting, update on survey.  A reasonable number of surveys received and the comments collated.
	

	
	13.2 Neighbourhood Plan withdrawal of government funding.  Due to the withdrawal of Government funding it is anticipated that the working group will be required to take on more work and split the areas to investigate.
	

	14
	POLICY AND FINANCIAL STANDING ORDERS
	

	
	14.1 To receive and approve Reserves Policy 2025.  The Council APPROVED the updated Reserves Policy as required by the internal audit.
	

	15
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	15.1 Community Emergency Planning – noted.
15.2 EP Passenger Interest Group Meeting 23.05.25 – Minutes - noted
15.3 Suffolk View- noted
15.4 Suffolkonboard bus timetable updates - noted
15.5 Sizewell C Community Newsletter  - noted
15.6 Suffolk County Council Briefings on Local Government Reorganisation - noted
15.7 West Suffolk Local Plan 2024-2041 - noted
15.8 Clerks & Councils Direct - noted
	

	16
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	16.1 Mr. Walton had received request for a litter bin in Ashfield Road or bigger bin at School Close.  
	

	
	16.2 The Clerk reminded about a mirror opposite the village hall entrance.
	

	
	16.3 Mr. Lenko enquired about meeting in August. Mr. Aket proposed that the August meeting is cancelled, Mr. Lenko seconded.  Councillors approved this proposal. The Clerk will call a meeting if urgent business arises.
	

	17
	To confirm date of next meeting 1st September 2025  
	

	18
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.03
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