NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4th MARCH 2024

PRESENT:  IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
                               Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J Bolus, Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. R. Lenko,  Mr. G. Walton, 
                               Mr. N. Winstanley, Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                      LGA 1972 s12 para 40   
                               County Councillor A. Mellen
                               One member of the public
  APOLOGIES:    District Councillors A. Davies and D. Bradbury.
	1.
	Welcome and protocol reminder to Councillors
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a)To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature, gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 – Prof Jaggard declared a non-pecuniary interest in the item 14.4on the proposed footpath down the water works road.
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance – none
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email - none
	

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION
Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen
Flooding and Highways issues continue to be a problem and he was informed about the recent flooding in The Street. Consultation on Devolution starts shortly  Mr. Aket enquired about education for less advanced and vulnerable adults. Councillor Mellen stated a Priority Action Plan needs to be submitted to Ofsted, but funding is a problem. Mr. Lenko outlined the problems experienced at Thurston Upper. 
Report from District Councillors Austin Davies and David Bradbury – noted.
	

	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	5.1 To note and approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 5 February 2024. Mr. Aket proposed, Mr. Walton seconded with all in agreement.
	

	6.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	6.1 Meeting on 26th February re Stowlangtoft Bridge.  Mr. Aket stated the work is proposed to start on 8th July 2024 at the earliest, with the A1088 being closed for 4 months, but it is also possible it could start in 2025 during the summer months, due to concern about the welfare of the otters, and National Power needing to shift power.  Finance still has to be completely settled but there is no concern about this.   Concern expressed about rat runs, but HGVs will be directed up to Scole and down the A140. An undertaking was confirmed that the permit system will continue on the A1088 when the bridge work is completed.   Diversion signage was discussed.  Flooding in Compiegne Way was a concern as this route would be HGVs diversion route.  The next meeting will be in May.                               
	

	
	6.2 Bus service Questionnaire.  These have been printed and in The Messenger.  Door to Door collection may be required to ensure return, but they can also be left at the Garage or emailed to the Clerk.                                                                                  
	Mr.
Winstanley

	
	6.3 Road crossing update.  Mr. Winstanley has received one survey quote costing around £3000 and will seek a second.  Mrs. Hill had seen Mr. Gray about the requirement for a crossing at Suffolk House, and he had found the same problems as SCC.  Further discussion at the next meeting.
	Mr.
Winstanley

	
	6.4 Messenger sample.  Mr. Aket had problems trying to source a sample from the supplier so this item will not be taken forward.                                                                                              
	

	
	6.5 Street light update along Ixworth Road.  The Clerk and Chair have a site visit with SCC on 6th March to view potential sites for an additional street light.                                                               
	Mrs. Hill/Clerk

	7.
	PLANNING
	

	
	7.1 PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED
Lilac Villa, Ixworth Road, Norton, DC/23/05751. Erection of single-storey rear extension
	

	
	7.2 MSDC DOES NOT WISH TO OBJECT
Land At The Rear Of The Salvation Army Hall, Woolpit Road, Norton, DC/24/00302.  Proposal: Notification of Works to Tree in Conservation Area - No.6 Oak trees along north side of boundary. To reduce branches on south side only by 2/3M to provide a good clearance. To also raise oak trees by 5m on south side, to allow space for a boundary fence. G1 mixed hedge and brambles between oak trees alongside boundary on north side of site. To be removed to allow space for boundary fence. 
	

	
	7.3 DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S)
2 Meadow Acre, Norton, DC/24/00186
Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/23/04415 - Condition 2 (Biodiversity
Enhancement Strategy) and 3 (EV Charging)
	

	
	7.4 DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S)
Crab Apple House, 1 Meadow Acre, Norton, DC/24/00185
Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/23/04414 - Condition 2 (Biodiversity
enhancement layout) and Condition 3 (EV Charging)
	

	
	7.5 DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S)
3 Meadow Acre, Norton,DC/24/00187
Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/23/04416 - Condition 2 (Biodiversity
Enhancement Strategy) and 3 (EV Charging)
	

	
	7.6 REFUSED
Plot 11, Land West Of, Ixworth Road, Norton  DC/23/05661
Full Planning Application - Erection of 1No self build dwelling with garage
	

	
	7.7 REFUSED
Plot 12, Land West Of, Ixworth Road, Norton  DC/23/05652
Full Planning Application - Erection of 1No self build dwelling with garage
	

	
	7.8 APPEAL
APP/W3520/D/24/3336681. Manor Barn, Ashfield Road, Norton
Proposal: Householder Application - Erection of detached cart lodge; Changes to landscaping and parking arrangements; Erection of extension to house plant/domestic storage; Conversion of garage and installation of air source heat pump, wood burning stove with flue; Replacement/alteration of fenestration
	

	
	7.9 APPEAL
APP/W3520/W/23/3334683. Land West Of, Ixworth Road, Norton. 
Appeal by: Valedane Ltd  Proposal: Full Planning Application - Erection of 2no. detached dwellings with garages.
	

	8.
	FINANCE
	

	
	8.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
 On-Line:  Clerk’s salary £416.00                                                               LGA1972 s112
                  Street Cleaner £90.00                                                                LGA1972 s112
                  Ten Hats, Messenger February and March £726.00                 LGA1972 s142    
                  Norton Baptist Church, Hall Hire, £135.00                                             LGA1972 s133
     MS Oakes, stage payment £44,034.14.  Santander chq 522550            LGA 1972 s133   
     HMRC £120.80   Santander chq 522551                                                LGA1972 s112
	

	
	8.2 The Clerk confirmed the first repayment instalment of the loan of £2967.13 had been made.  This amount referred to the first claim of £100,000
	

	
	8.3 The Clerk confirmed a submission of Recycling claim for £542.42
	

	
	8.4 The Clerk confirmed receipt of CIL claim by VH of £1603.03
	

	
	8.5 To consider Coronation Commemoration plaque – currently on hold.
	

	9. 
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	9.1 Speedwatch and signs.  Mr. Stone has the Kill Your Speed signs to put up. 
	

	
	9.2 Small solar SID located in Heath Road.  Mr. Lenko has seen one resident but needs to speak with another resident as it would be near that property, near the small 30mph.                 
	Mr.Lenko

	10. 
	VILLAGE HALL 
10.1 Overall, work is reported as progressing well but due to the weather Mr. Walton stated the completion is now behind by about 6 weeks.  Mr. Walton stated Mr. Jefferson has now stood down from the Management Committee and the Project team.  Mr. Walton stated there has been interest in running the coffee shop
	Mr. Walton


	
	10.2.  The Clerk commented on the long emails from Birketts.  She will formally instruct them to undertake Land Registry as a separate item to the Lottery enquiry.  
	Clerk

	11.
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	11.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall. – The equipment is fine, however, the gates are still causing a problem and will again be reported to the firm.  Mr. Walton commented on having solar power lighting on the youth shelter.
	Mr. Lenko
Mr. Walton

	
	11.2 Adult Equipment. Mr. Lenko stated he had received a quote for 3 pieces of equipment costing around £4000, fitted with matting. These could be sited outside the play area opposite to the zip wire. Mr. Aket felt it would be useful to see other sites who have used this firm.  After further checks this will be finalized at the next meeting.
	Mr. Lenko

Agenda

	
	11.3 Annual Play Inspection Report 2023/24 –Inspection report was good with no major work required. Mr. Lenko will review with recommendations at next meeting.
	Mr.Lenko

	
	11.4 Play area in Prospect Road – no problems to report.
	

	12
	STANDING ORDERS  
	

	
	12.1 The following Orders were reviewed and approved:  
Dispensation Policy, Environmental Policy, Equality and Diversity Policy, General Privacy Notice, Health & Safety Policy, Protocols for Public participation in Council Meetings, Social Medial Protocol. 
	

	
	12.2 The review of the CCTV policy was approved as it currently stands but will require further review when the Hall work is complete.
	Review 
Agenda

	13.
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	13.1 Suffolk Devolution events - noted
	

	
	13.2 Suffolk County Council's Local Transport Plan Consultation - noted
	

	
	13.3 A14 Haughley to Tothill reconstruction scheme - February 2024 newsletter 
	

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]13.4 SALC training Course – bring back nature  - biodiversity 24th April 12.30-1.30. a free on-line course.  Three Councillors expressed an interest so the Clerk will book.
	Clerk

	
	13.5 The Local Councillor magazine. 
	

	14
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	14.1 The Clerk informed of her enquiry to Compass Pest re the play area and confirmed that if moles start to work there traps would be put down at night and taken up in the morning as the traps would nip fingers if pulled up by children.
	

	
	14.2 Land at Tostock. Tostock will report the flooding to the local engineer for Highways and formally to SCC.  Ownership of the land next to the overgrown site was felt to be Mrs.Mathieson.
	
Mr. Walton

	
	14.3 Mrs. Hill stated the Twinning are using Woolpit Village Hall for a quiz event, and Woolpit have asked for advice on Norton’s hall upgrade.  It was suggested someone attends one of Woolpit’s management meeting.
	

	
	14.4  Prof Jaggard commented on the reply from the Rights of Way concerning the concrete road to the sewer works in Ixworth Road.  They have logged correspondence about this road becoming a right of way but an application was never made. He asked for the Council to consider making an application
	

Agenda

	
	14.5 Mr. Walton confirmed the new dog bin had been installed at the Church.
	

	15
	To confirm the date of future meeting:
8th April 2024, 7.30pm  and 15th April 2024 Annual Parish Meeting.
	

	16
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.38
	










8th April 2024                                      309 /24                  signed…………………………………………



