

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 2ND FEBRUARY 2026
PRESENT
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J. Bolus, Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. R. Lenko, Mr. G. Millen, Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. G. Walton, Mr. N. Winstanley Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                                                              LGA 1972 s12 para 40       
                                    3 members of the public                                              
                                    District Councillor H. Richardson,                                                                                            
APOLOGIES:   County Councillor A. Mellen     
                            District Councillor D. Bradbury.
	1.
	The Chair welcomed all to the meeting. 
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a) To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts exceeding £25 - none 
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda -none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance  
Village bus service cancelled.  Mrs. Hill commented Richard Winch (D.C.) had invited the Council to join a group in applying to reinstate the cancelled service,  He will arrange a Teams meeting to discuss further action.  Mr. Winch stated he had been part of another group and been successful in securing bus funding.  Andy Mellen had forwarded information from the Public Transport Team which seemed helpful in providing funding to replace/restart lost services requiring submission of a S.O.A.P. form to access B.S.I.P. plans or local authority bus grants. These schemes provide 2 x £1.8m and 1 x £2.8m funds available for regularly based schemes to fund new bus routes. Mr. Etchells-Butler expressed concern that the Council had done nothing while the bus service slowly declined in the village with a number of elderly residents unable to travel to town.  He stated the Community Bus is about 2 weeks booked up, costing £8 each way. Mrs. Hill commented other villages had also been affected by this bus cancellation.  It was run by a private company who stated it was not viable.  Dan’s coaches had been encouraged to continue their service but again they had stated it was not financially viable due to lack of use. The Council had carried out a survey to find who and how many would use a bus service but again there was little support.  The Council had asked if Norton could be added to the bus running Elmswell to Thurston but this was rejected as it would increase the journey time.  Mr. Aket questioned why route 320 was not on the subsidized routes and who makes the decision to add routes.  Cllr Richardson commented on the Mid Suffolk taxi bus going along predetermined routes but it is demand based.  Mr. Etchells-Butler commented on use of school buses which run everyday, but it was felt this could present a safe-guarding issue.  Mrs. Hill and Mr. Aket agreed to be part of the Teams meeting being arranged.
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email
Preschool ditch and hedge.  Preschool stated they had attempted to get the ditch cleared and hedge cut but could not find anyone able to do it during school holiday time.  The Council agreed to help.  Mr. Walton agreed to ask a contractor he knew who could possibly carry out the work during half term.
	

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information only
    •Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen.  Mr. Lenko commented on the mention of 20mph limits and felt Heath Road might be suitable. 
    •Report from District Councillors Harry Richardson and David Bradbury.
Cllr Richardson commented that the call for sites closed at the end of January.  The budget meeting will be held in February and there is likely to be an increase of 2.99%. A decision on reoganisation is expected in March about whether it will be 3 or 1 authority. It had been stated the new bin collection days may change but he understood Norton’s would not. The Clerk asked about the report that Suffolk residents can now borrow a thermal camera from their local library for free to detect where heat is escaping.  Cllr Richardson stated this is a new initiative.
	

	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	5.1 To RESOLVE minutes of Council meeting held on 5th January 2026 are a true and correct record.  Mr. Aket proposed acceptance seconded by Mr.Bolus, all agreed
	

	6.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	6.1 Bus stop hatching at crossroads – ongoing.  Mr. Millen reported that a car had  knocked over the bus stop sign and bent it.  The Clerk had reported this to SCC who will investigate.                                       
	

	
	6.2 UKPN update draft lease received.  A final draft had been received to which the Clerk outlined her comments to various points.  These will be conveyed to the solicitor, but left to her to decide if these were relevant to use.
	Clerk

	
	6.3 Thermal imaging camera.  Prof. Jaggard will collect the camera and has a list of residents to visit.  Unfortunately it does not work well if it is raining.
	Prof. Jaggard

	
	6.4 Review of Stowmarket Football use of playing field.  Mr. Aket reported that Mr. Morgan, Prof Jaggard and himself had met with Karen Robertson to discuss usage.
They had agreed to 4 recommendations to put to the Council.  Subsequently additional information had been received from the Club which he read out to the Council.  Following further discussion Mr. Aket proposed the Council accept the recommendations of the working party, ie agreement to use of field to end of the season with no permanent changes, review at the end of the season, Sunday mornings only with additional bookings made with Village Hall, fee of £65 per booking to the Village Hall.  It was felt the additional information received changed the working party pointers and there needed to be a agreement between all parties. The following draft agreement will be put to the FC: 
1. Agreement to the use of the playing field and hall, changing rooms only, to the end of the season.
2. No permanent changes to the playing field football pitches.
3. At the end of the season, 31st May, there will be a review of the arrangements
4. Use of the facilities will be Saturday morning and Sunday mornings 9.30am – 12.30pm and Wednesday evening 6pm to 8 pm, for games and training - to be arranged with Karen.
5. A fee of £25 per pitch per session, to be proforma invoiced by Village Hall.
Coffee shop does not open Saturdays or Sundays or in the evening
Details of the proposed maintenance of the pitch and care of the Hall required. 
Storage of equipment to be arranged with the Village Hall.
Toilet facilities will be available when changing rooms are used.
If changing rooms are not to be used, toilet facilities will need to be arranged with the Village Hall.
Nets for the current goals to be supplied by the Football Club.                                                             
	

	7.
	PLANNING
	

	
	7.1 APPLICATION FOR RESERVED MATTERS - DC/26/00050 
Land West Of Suffolk House (Plot 8), Ixworth Road, Norton,   
Application for Approval of Reserved Matters following grant of Outline Permission DC/22/01941 (following Appeal APP/W3520/W/23/3316136) Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) - Submission of details for Layout, Scale, Appearance and Landscaping, Access points to be considered - Erection of 9No self-build/custom build dwellings in relation to plot 8. The Council had no comment to make.
	

	
	7.2 APPROVED CONDITION(S):
Land at Stanton Street, Ixworth Road, Norton DC/25/05251 
Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/25/04182 - Conditions 3 (Landscaping) and 5 (Boundary treatment to neighbour to Plot 7) 
	

	8.
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	
	8.1 The following accounts were approved for payment.
     Clerk’s salary £624.00 	                                                                      LGA1972 s112
     Messenger, £374.00                                                                                     LGA1972 s112
     BT – vhall wifi £35.94                                                                                LGA 1972 s133
    Aubergine 262 Ltd £72.00                                                                           LGA 1972 s142
    Compass Pest Control £375.00                                                       Public Health Act 1875 s164
    HMRC £210.45                                                                                            LGA1972 s112
	

	
	8.2 The Clerk confirmed a loan repayment paid on 9th Jan £11230.78 and another repayment is due 10/2/26 £2967.13
	

	
	8.3 MSDC changes to recycling and income.  Due to the changes with the household waste collection, it is envisaged that the glass and paper banks will be removed.  As there was a direct payment to the P.Council from SCC this will end.  Due to this, a transition fund payments for the next two years (covering 26/27 and 27/28) will be a one-off final payment of £2396 based on the average for the previous 3 years actual payments. A final payment will be made in April 2026 to cover Feb 2026 to Jan 2028.
	

	
	8.4 The Clerk presented a budget statement and circulated the bank mandate for internet banking for approval. Councillors APPROVED both.
	

	
	8.5 Update on Council subscription to Gov.uk. The Clerk reported she had had one online meeting concerning the design of the site.  A photo or video of the village was required for the home page. 
	
Mr. Millen

	
	8.6 The Council confirmed SALC as internal auditors for the coming financial year and confirmed the Clerk as RFO
	

	
	8.7 Mr. Walton asked for a waste bin to be positioned near pre-school.  The Clerk agreed to investigate costs.                                                                             
	Clerk

	
	8.8 Prof. Jaggard met with Mr. Burt.  Some of the items can be stored in the cabinet in the office, but a further cabinet is required. Councillors agreed to this order.  Prof Jaggard will research and let the Clerk know which cabinet to order. 
	Clerk
Prof.Jaggard

	9.
	REVIEW OF POLICIES
	

	
	9.1 The Clerk forwarded the following policies for review:
Apologies & non-attendance, Apologies for absence and disqualification, IT Policy, Data Protection Policy, general privacy policy, Financial & general risk assessment, Councillor Code of Conduct. Document and Electronic Data Retention Policy.  Councillors APPROVED all policies.
	

	10
	REORGANISATION/DEVOLUTION – no update
	

	11
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	11.1 Strategy to combat speeding – consultant led investigation – Update on highways survey & grant application. Mr. Winstanley stated he is currently trying to find grant funding to carry out this survey with the help of Cllr Richardson, who could give a portion of locality funding.                                                                                                                                           
	

	
	11.2 30mph between Norton and Stowlangtoft – Highways replied that speed limit changes require all requisite criteria to be met, after which the Community Speed and Safety Engineer is able to approve the change of speed and request an estimate for the associated costs. If this is not the case the decision lies with a panel made up of Head of Transport Strategy and cabinet member.  This requires a speed limit report costing £750 plus the cost of a speed survey.  The report enables the PC and CC to provide comments to support the draft report.  When finalized the PC and CC can again request changes before final submission.  The decision by the panel is final and only reconsidered if circumstances change.  The Clerk will contact Hunston PC who are currently trying to get a speed reduction.
	






Clerk

	
	11.3 Update on new SID and pole on A1088. Mr. Lenko stated the new pole has been installed and the SID has been ordered from Westcotec.                                                                                             
	

	
	11.4 Report from Speedwatch Coordinator circulated to all Councillors. Mr. Moland thanked the Council for their support and to his small team spending time on speedwatch.  He will start collating the speed data, but is not allowed to store number plates.  Stowlangtoft had enquired about a lorrywatch as they felt a large number of lorries are now travelling along the A1088.  Norton had not previously undertaken this but Mr. Moland felt lorries could be recorded but they tend not to speed.
	

	12
	VILLAGE HALL  
	

	
	12.1 City fibre.  Mr. Walton had asked the Village Hall whether they had requested this connection. The route proposed by City Fibre is to where the old service goes and not where the ducting goes to the new route to the hall.  This connection had not been requested.  The Clerk will decline their offer.  
	

	
	12.2 Report from Management Committee circulated to Councillors. Noted
	

	13
	PLAY AREAS  
	

	
	13.1 Play areas adjacent to Village Hall and Prospect Road.   Swing and seat on playing field have been repaired, but Mr.Lenko felt the wooden train will need replacing very soon.                 
	

	
	13.2 Gate lock.  Mr. Walton to investigate replacement                                                                                             
	Mr. Walton

	14
	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN    
	

	
	14.1 Draft plan and character appraisal are awaited from Mr.Poole with a request of his approximate cost to complete the Plan.  Mr. Walton asked how the call for sites would affect the NP, Mr. Winstanley stated this would need to be asked of Mr. Poole.
	

	15
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	15.1  Clerks & Councils Direct - noted
	

	
	15.2 Councillor details - List updated and confirmed. Phone numbers will not be shown.
	

	
	15.3 Changes to Locality Funding - noted
	

	
	15.4 CAB confirmed they are able to give a talk at the APM 20th April 2026.  It was agreed to ask them to attend about half hour into the meeting to allow some of the business to be completed first.
	

	16
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	16.1 Comments received about overgrown hedge along The Street causing a problem for two vehicles passing.  The owner will be written to.
	Clerk

	17
	To confirm the date of next meeting 2nd March 2026
	

	18
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.58                                                                                                  
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