NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 13th APRIL 2026

PRESENT
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
Mr. B. Aket, Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. R. Lenko, Mr. G. Millen, Mr. J. Morgan, Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk) 
                                                                                                                                           LGA 1972 s12 para 40       
                            District Councillor H. Richardson                          
APOLOGIES:   Mr. J. Bolus, Mr. G. Walton, Mr. N. Winstanley
                            The Council consented to accept the apologies and reasons given. 
                            District Councillor D. Bradbury.
                            County Councillor A. Mellen                                                                                         
	1.
	The Chair welcomed all to the meeting. 
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a)To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25. 
Mr. Lenko declared a non-pecuniary interest in planning item 7.2
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda- none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance - none 
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email
Emails received concerning vehicles parking on the pavement along The Street restricting use. The van has now been parked in a neighbouring yard so no longer causes a problem.  The other vehicle will be monitored and the situation reviewed with further advice being sought if necessary. 
Bus service – email received from a resident concerning the withdrawal of the bus service.  Mrs. Hill had spoken to Richard Winch and gave an update, that Simmonds would be bidding for funding from SCC.  Email received from Mr. Williams offering to contact Suffolk on Board concerning using the Thurston school bus with residents changing bus for Bury at the School.  The Council agreed to take up his offer of help.  Mr. Aket stated he had contacted Turners about using their minibus which is parked all day at the S.A.Hall.  He was told they would investigate and get back to him.
	









Clerk

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information only
    • Report from District Councillor Harry Richardson.  Mr. Lenko thanked Cllr Richardson for Locality Budget for the SID and thanked Mr. Bolus for helping to put it up.  Cllr Richardson outlined the plans for re-organisation but stated there were still some questions on how it would work. He stated the 3 unitary authorities proposed does present questions with the Local Plan because of the boundary changes.  It would mean working with Babergh and West Suffolk to create a local Plan on the boundaries. The land supply for each area is different creating a difficulty.  He clarified that having a Neighbourhood Plan is very important going forward. Cllr Richardson explained the problem concerning CIL held by different Councils, and the income collected, when reorganization takes place.
	

	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	5.1 To RESOLVE minutes of Council meetings held on 2nd and 25th March 2026 as true and correct.  Prof Jaggard proposed and Mr. Aket seconded, with all in agreement.
	

	6.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	6.1 UKPN update.  The draft lease from UKPN has been checked by Birketts and the Parish Council, and is now with the Village Hall solicitor for checking.                                                                                                 
	

	
	6.2 Bus service update – see above.                                                                                       
	

	7.
	PLANNING
	

	
	7.1APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/26/01418
Orchard House, Ashfield Road, Norton 
Householder Application - Proposed single-storey rear extension to replace existing conservatory  The Council supports this application.
	

	
	7.2 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION – DCC/26/01037
Thurston Community College, Thurston.
Full planning application – redevelopment of Thurston Community College to include demolition of the existing school buildings and construction of new school building, including sports hall, provision of new playing fields and multi-use games areas, and associated car and cycle parking, access and landscaping  
The Council had no comment to make but fully supports the proposals.
	

	
	7.3 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/26/00036
Old Oak Barn, Church Lane, Norton 
Householder Application - Conversion of cart lodge to form games room, removal of garage doors and addition of stable door. 
The Council requested assurance there was sufficient on-site vehicle parking spaces to lessen the possible need for on-road parking.
	

	
	7.4 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S) - DC/26/01416
Land Fronting, Hawes Lane, Norton 
Application under Section 73 of The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 – Variation of Condition 4 (Approved Plans and Documents) of Outline Planning Permission DC/25/00562 dated: 05/11/2025 - Erection of 1No self-build dwelling and 4No build to rent dwellings including construction of electricity substation (Access points to be considered, all other matters reserved) 
The Council object to this application.  
Recently there have been many variations of different conditions to various plots on this site, it is difficult to understand exactly what is being changed/requested and why.
	

	
	7.5 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S) - DC/26/01415
Land West Of Suffolk House, Ixworth Road, Norton 
Application under Section 73 of The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 – Variation of Condition 4 (Approved Plans and Documents) of Outline Planning Permission DC/23/03760 dated: 01/11/2024 - Erection of 8No custom build/self-build dwellings (Access points to be considered, Landscaping, Layout, Appearance and Scale Reserved) 
The Council object to this application.  
Recently there have been many variations of different conditions to different plots on this site, it is difficult to understand exactly what is being changed/requested and why.
	

	
	7.6APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S) - DC/26/01414
Land West Of Suffolk House, Ixworth Road, Norton 
Application under Section 73 of The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 – Variation of Condition 4 (Approved Plans and Documents) of Outline Planning Permission DC/22/01941 (Allowed under Appeal Decision APP/W3520/W/23/3316136) dated: 27/06/2023 - Erection of 9No self-build/custom build dwellings (Access points to be considered, Appearance, Layout, Landscaping and Scale reserved)
The Council object to this application.  
Recently there have been many variations of different conditions to various plots on this site, it is difficult to understand exactly what is being changed/requested and why.
	

	
	7.7 RESERVED MATTERS APPROVED DC/26/00050
Land West Of Suffolk House (Plot 8), Ixworth Road, Norton
Application for Approval of Reserved Matters following grant of Outline Permission DC/22/01941 (following Appeal APP/W3520/W/23/3316136) Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) - Submission of details for Layout, Scale, Appearance and Landscaping, Access points to be considered - Erection of 9No self-build/custom build dwellings in relation to plot 8.
	

	
	7.8 OUTLINE PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS  
Land West Of, Ixworth Road, Norton DC/25/02900  
Application for Outline Planning Permission (Access points to be considered, all other matters reserved) Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) - Erection of 2 dwellings 
	

	
	7.9 RESERVED MATTERS APPROVED DC/26/00442
Land West Of Suffolk House (Plot 4) , Ixworth Road, Norton 
Application for Approval of Reserved Matters following grant of Outline Permission DC/22/01941 (following Appeal APP/W3520/W/23/3316136) Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) - Submission of details for Layout, Scale, Appearance and Landscaping, Access points to be considered - Erection of 9No self-build/custom build dwellings in relation to Plot 4 only  
	

	
	7.10 RESERVED MATTERS APPROVED 
Land West Of Suffolk House (Plot 9) , Ixworth Road, Norton DC/26/00581
Application for Approval of Reserved Matters following grant of Outline Permission DC/22/01941 (following Appeal APP/W3520/W/23/3316136) Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) - Submission of details for Layout, Scale, Appearance and Landscaping, Access points to be considered - Erection of 9No self-build/custom build dwellings in relation to Plot 9 only.  
	

	8.
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	
	8.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
     Messenger, March and April, £748.00                                                         LGA1972 s112
     BT – vhall wifi £35.94	                                                                       LGA 1972 s133
     Street Cleaner £ 35.15                                                                                   LGA1972 s112
     Harmsworth Marketing Services (NTA Sign) £282.00                                LGA 1972 s137
     Vertas grass £447.96                                                                       Public Health Act 1875 s164   
     SCC street lights £3201.56                                 Parish Councils Act 1957, s3: Highways Act 1980 s301
     Westcotec S.I.D. £5108.40 cheque no 522618                          Road Traffic Reg.Act 1984 s72(1)
     Clerk’s salary £624.00 cheque no 522619                                                     LGA1972 s112
     HMRC £ 219.05  cheque no 522620	                                                     LGA1972 s112
     Twinning Association, donation for hall hire for 40th, £90.00 cheque 522621 LGA 1972 s137
     NPC – transfer to Lloyds account £15,000.00 cheque no 522622                 LGA1972 s111
	

	
	8.2 Review of salary as stated in Financial Standing Orders 2026 item 4.4. The Clerk asked for this item to be considered in December when the Precept for the new year is discussed. 
	

	
	8.3 The Clerk presented AGAR 3 section 1 & 2 for formal approval.  Councillors RESOLVED to accept and authorized the Chair to sign the forms.
	

	
	8.4 The Clerk presented the End of Year receipts and payments statement for 2025-2026. Councillors RESOLVED to approve.  
	

	
	8.5 The Clerk presented a budget statement for 2026-2027, showing balance brought forward, precept for the year and the budget set against each topic.  Councillors did not wish to change this proposal and RESOLVED to accept.
	

	
	8.6 Update on Council subscription to Gov.uk. After some minor problems the email for Clerk: clerk@nortonparishcouncil.gov.uk is now up and running, meaning the Council is compliant with Assertion 10.
	

	
	8.7 The Clerk presented Fixed Asset register 2025-2026. Councillors RESOLVED to approve. 
	

	
	8.8The Clerk presented the CIL report for 2025-2026. Councillors RESOLVED to approve.  
	

	
	8.9 Litter bin near pre-school. The Clerk confirmed a request had been submitted to MSDC to inform of a newly sited bin.  As there had been no update the Clerk will order the bin. It was commented that the bin near the school was overflowing and had not been emptied.  The Clerk stated she had reported this.  This will be checked and emptied if required. 
	

	
	8.10 The Clerk confirmed receipt of Recycling credit for £540.71
	

	
	8.11 The Clerk confirmed receipt of CIL payment (1/10/25-31/3/26) for £4028.68
	

	
	8.12 The Clerk confirmed receipt of the first half of the precept - £28500.00
	

	
	8.13 Notice received informing of an increase in Grass cutting for 2026-2027 to annual cost £1493.18 (£373.30 quarterly)
	

	
	8.14 The Clerk confirmed receipt of loan statement showing an outstanding balance as at 31 March 2026 - £495,363.75
	

	9.
	REVIEW OF POLICIES
	

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]9.1 Financial regulations, Financial standing orders, New Councillor Statement, Model Standing orders 2025 Update, Travel & Expenses policy, VAT policy, ICO model scheme, Filming policy circulated by the Clerk.  APPROVED by Councillors.
	

	10
	REORGANISATION
	

	
	10.1 A message received from Councillor Matthew Hicks, Leader of Suffolk County Council stating the Government’s decision has confirmed there would be 3 unitary councils created in Suffolk replacing SCC and the 5 districts/borough councils.  The new arrangement will come into operation in April 2028 with elections scheduled for next year to establish the shadow authorities responsible for shaping and overseeing the transition.
	

	11
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	11.1 Strategy to combat speeding – consultant led investigation – No update                         
	

	
	11.2 Mr. Walton had asked for further investigation of gating at either end of the village.  Mr. Lenko commented he had sought quotes for this but they were expensive, around 
£6-8,000 at each end.  He agreed to revisit if required.
	Mr.Lenko

	12
	VILLAGE HALL  
	

	
	12.1 Prof. Jaggard reminded that the Hall AGM was on 21st April.
	

	
	12.2 The Clerk confirmed Phil Williams as Hall rep to access the CCTV.  He has been given a copy of the policy and signed his agreement.
	

	13
	PLAY AREAS  
	

	
	13.1 Play areas adjacent to Village Hall and Prospect Road.  Mr. Lenko stated he was at the play area when the inspection took place and was able to arrange immediate repair to an identified rotten post and bolts on the zip wire. He met with Playdale with a view to replace the wooden train which is in a rather poor state.  He has reviewed an “orang-atang” wooden structure costing around £13365.00
	

	
	13.2 Gate lock – ongoing.                                                                                            
	

	14
	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN    
	

	
	14.1 The Clerk stated she had tried to contact Mr. Poole for an update but with no success.
	

	15
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	15.1 Spring Litter Pick 2026- noted.  Mr. Morgan stated he clears various areas and generally the village is quite clean.
	

	
	15.2 NSIP and large-scale energy developments update April 2026 - noted
	

	
	15.3 Sizewell Update and community newsletter – noted.
	

	16
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	16.1 Mr. Morgan commented the cricket equipment had been gratefully received by the Woolpit Club and is being well used by the ladies team.
	

	
	16.2 Mr. Walton requested each end of the village be planted with daffodil bulbs and he agreed to get costs for the next meeting.
	Mr. Walton

	
	16.3  Message from Mr. Parmee for Councils to identify land for tree planting.
	

	
	16.4 The Clerk confirmed the APM on 20th April 2026 - noted
	

	17
	To confirm the date of next meeting 11th May 2026 plus AGM (bank holiday 4th May)
	

	18
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.48
	






11th May 2026                                          /26                                    Signed ………………………………


