

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 3rd JULY 2023 
PRESENT:
In the Chair: Mrs. S. Hill 
                        Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J. Bolus, Mr. R. Lenko, Mrs. T. Long, Mr. G. Walton,
                        Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                                                                    LGA 1972 s12 para 40                               
                        Two member of the public

APOLOGIES: Mr. J. Morgan, Prof. K. Jaggard.
The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons, which will be recorded in the attendance register.  
                          County Councillor A. Mellen
                          District Councillors A. Davies and D. Bradbury.
	1.
	Mrs. Hill welcomed all.
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a) To receive declarations of pecuniary, non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 -none 
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations. Mr. Walton and Prof. Jaggard required dispensation to allow for joint representation of Parish Council and Village Hall on the Village Hall Project Management subcommittee. The Council resolved to grant the request. Both agreed to act in the village interest.
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance 
Mr. Winstanley expressed his interest in joining the Council and being considered for the current vacancy. 
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email 
Mrs. Hill had received an email from Mr. Burt expressing his concern at the proposed repair to the damaged wall at The Dog, being within the curtilage of a Listed Building.  Mrs. Hill agreed to speak with the landlady at the pub to ascertain details.                                    
	

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information only
    •Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen- noted
    •Report from District Councillors Austin Davies and David Bradbury - noted
	

	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	5.1 To note and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 5th June 2023.  Mr. Lenko proposed acceptance, seconded by Mr. Walton, with all in agreement.
	

	6.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	6.1 UK Power Network update.  Mr. Walton reported the area had been pegged out for a survey and UKPN will pay £400 per annum.  He had asked for the transformer in the field to be removed and wires placed underground from the new transformer to feed the village hall and the Preschool. A response to this request is awaited.  The Clerk will need to forward confirmation of ownership of land.     
	
Clerk
Mr. Walton

	
	6.2 Water pump for allotments.  Mr. Walton stated he had recently tried the new pump and it had worked in pumping water from the borehole.                                                                     
	

	
	6.3 Wildflower Scheme - ongoing                                                                             
	

	
	6.4 Footpath walk leaflet - ongoing                                                                   
	

	
	6.5 Management of Facebook social media – ongoing. Mrs. Hill mentioned whether one of the new Councillors might be willing to take this on and keep updated.                                                  
	

	
	6.6 Bus service update. Mrs. Hill stated she has a virtual meeting on 10th July with the other villages in the trial, so will have an update next month.  Mr. Aket stated he had seen a number of Vertas mini buses parked up and unused during the day and enquired whether the Council could support a bus service with Vertas, perhaps running 10am-2pm to Bury on a Wednesday during the summer holiday when the school bus would not be running. It was explained that the current trial is a “call and book” service as it could not be set up as a regular service due to various regulations.                                                                                   
	

Mrs. Hill

	
	6.7 Norton Village Sign.  Mr. Lenko reported the sign had been set up with the help of Mr. Bolus, and thanked Mr. Cracknell for help putting up a pole for a SID in this area.                                                                             
	

	7.
	CO-OPTION
	

	
	7.1 To consider co-option to the current vacancies. Mr. Winstanley was asked to leave the room while the matter was discussed.  At a vote Mr. Winstanley was elected to join the Council (4 in favour, 1 abstention). It was resolved to invite Mr. Winstanley to join the Council, which he accepted.
	

	8.
	PLANNING
	

	
	8.1 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - 
8 Woods Pightle, Norton.  Householder Application - Conversion of one bay of existing double garage to create playroom. DC/23/02857 
The Council objected to this application on the grounds that the original planning permission was given with a parking quota required to be met, which included the garages.  There was therefore concern this would take away the required parking specified for each house, with worry that in the future cars would park elsewhere in Ashfield Road due to lack of onsite space.
	

	
	8.2 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S) -
Land at Stanton Street, Ixworth Road, Norton DC/23/02935
Application under S73a for Removal or Variation of a Condition following approval of DC/18/01239 dated 26/06/2018 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) Erection of 4no. dwellings with garages - To Vary Condition Number 2 (Approved Plans & Documents) to provide alternative house designs for Plots 3 & 4 as per plans received.    The Council had no comment to submit.
	

	
	8.3 AMENDMENT APPROVED
Land at The Rear Of The Salvation Army Hall, Woolpit Road 
Application for a Non-material amendment relating to DC/23/00781 - To amend
fascias and frames from grey to white to Plot 4 and amend the roof tiles of Plot 5 to
natural slate to match the breakfast room roof. 
	

	
	8.4 DISCHARGE OF CONDITIONS Application for DC/20/00734 – 
Land on The West Side Of, Ixworth Road, Norton, Condition 6 (Refuse Bins and Collection Areas) and Condition 9 (Agreement of Materials) DC/23/02041 
	

	
	8.5 APPEAL AGREED
Land West of Suffolk House, Ixworth Road, Norton. Ref:APP/W3520/W/23/3316136 
Councillors expressed their disappointment at the appeal being granted. However, a number of conditions were noted requiring to be met prior to commencement, including installation of a road crossing.  Mr. Aket noted that the statement mentioned lack of self-build and custom build properties and questioned the definition.  The Clerk was requested to contact the District Councillors for their clarification on this.
	

Clerk

	9.
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	
	9.1To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
     Clerk’s salary £227.26. cheque no 522522                                                 LGA1972 s112
     HMRC £56.60 cheque no 522523                                                               LGA1972 s112
     Messenger, July, £345.00. cheque no 522524                                             LGA1972 s142
     Robert Lenko (CCTV items) £16.69. cheque no 522525                                     GDPR     
     ICO subscription, £40 cheque no 522526                                                                                                       GDPR
    Dan Millyard, play area repairs, £558.00. cheque no522527            Public Health Act 1875 s164
    SALC – Internal Audit £368.40. cheque no 522528                                                              LGA1972 s112
    Mid Suffolk, additional dog/litter bins, £254.70 cheque no 522529      Litter Act 1983 ss 5,6
	

	
	9.2 Mr. Aket questioned the income for the Messenger.  The Clerk stated the advert fees were paid directly into the Council’s account, which show up as income on the Budget.  He felt these figures mean the Council were subsidizing the Messenger by a large amount each month.  Mr. Walton stated part of the additional cost might be the request to have the minutes in larger format.  He also felt more village groups should be encouraged to submit items. It was noted the July edition contained out of date information.  This will be discussed at next month’s meeting.
	

Agenda

	
	9.3 The Clerk confirmed a Street cleansing grant of £307.38 had been applied.
	

	
	9.4 Budget statement.  The Clerk presented a budget statement to date and asked for consideration of virements to other headings.  Mr. Aket asked the Council to consider a tangible reminder to mark the Coronation, and felt the Coronation budget should be renamed Coronation Commemoration. Mr. Walton stated there would be a blank wall on the new village hall refurbishment to place a commemoration plaque or similar. Councillors felt there should be a separate budget for D.Day remembrance for 2024 if this is to be considered. Other virements would be kept under review.
	
Agenda

	
	9.5 Silver Birch trees.  Mr. Walton presented quotes for the work required to the silver birches.  He stated as they were near the powerlines, it would require UK Power network to cut the power for the work to go ahead.  Three quotes had been received and the Council resolved to accept the quote from Gadd Bros for £1380.00.  The Clerk and Mr. Walton will confirm the work.                                                                                     
	
Clerk
Mr. Walton

	
	9.6 New step ladder for village hall. Mr. Walton stated the old ladder was wooden so would not meet H&S requirements.  He had sourced one for £230 fibreglass 8 rung ladder with platform at the top.  Mr. Aket questioned whether this should be a Hall purchase rather than a Council purchase, but Councillors agreed to the purchase.  Mr. Walton will liaise with the Clerk to place the order. 
	
Clerk
Mr. Walton

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]9.7 The Clerk confirmed re-declaration with the Pensions Regulator
	

	10.
	FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT
	

	
	10. 1 To adopt the new Model Publication scheme.  The Clerk confirmed this needed formal adoption approval.  The Council resolved to adopt the publication scheme.  
	

	11
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	11.1 Update on Speedwatch. Mr. Stone had forwarded a report.  Mr. Aket enquired about speedwatch in Heath Road, but Mrs. Hill stated there was no Police approved site in Heath Road.  Mr. Aket asked for a possible site in Heath Road to be revisited due to speeding vehicles and the number of children walking to school.   He felt this area of the village was ignored with no SIDs or speedwatch cover. Mrs. Hill agreed to liaise with Mr. Stone. Mr. Walton stated several signs that had been put in Heath Road had been removed.  Mr. Stone requested action to consider two sites in Ashfield Road at Rookery Close and the Pightle.  Mrs. Smart had agreed to speak to residents in Rookery Close.  Mrs. Long agreed to speak with residents near the Pightle.  Mr. Walton confirmed all the signs had been put up in agreement with Mr. Stone. Mr. Stone also requested the Council to consider a strategy to address speeding through the village.  Mr. Walton agreed to speak with Mr. Stone about speeding signs and put him in touch with HMS signs that have previously produced signs for the Council.
	
Mr. Aket
Mr. Walton
Mrs. Long
Mrs. Hill

Agenda

	
	11.2 To receive quote and consider purchase of small solar SID located at Norton Little Green. Mr. Lenko stated a Westcotec SID, the same as already being used in the village and therefore interchangeable, will cost around £3300. He stated £1500 Locality Funding has been offered from the County Councillor.  The Council resolved to purchase this item.                                                                                                                  
	Mr. Lenko

	
	11.3 SID in Heath Road.  Mr. Lenko stated his previous investigation had not found a suitable site that the Police would agree to for a SID in Heath Road.  However, Mr. Lenko and Mr. Aket agreed to have a site meeting to investigate further. 
	Mr. Lenko
Mr.Aket

	12
	VILLAGE HALL 
	

	
	12.1 To nominate Mr. Walton and Prof. Jaggard as Council Representatives on the Project Management Subcommittee. Mrs. Long proposed, Mr. Lenko seconded with all Councillors in favour.
	

	
	12.2 Mr. Walton proposed the Council draw down on part of the Public Works Loan at the earliest opportunity. He commented the interest rate continues to move upwards almost daily.  Mr. Lenko proposed the initial drawn down should be £100,000, Mr. Aket seconded.
Norton Parish Council formally resolved to apply for draw down on part of the Public Works Loan.                       
	
Clerk

	
	12.3 Update on Project Meeting. Mr. Walton stated 4 quotes had been received and there had been a questions and answers meeting with the contractors.  A final decision had been made to accept the quote from M.S.Oakes, bearing in mind deadlines, costs, workforce, etc.  Several other funders had been approached and it was looking hopeful to access the required amount for the whole project.
	

	13
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	13.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall.  Mr. Lenko stated the new gates had finally been put in place. He stated a new roundabout from Playdale would cost £12277, and include rubber matting. Other quotes varied to £12750.  The Council resolved to accept the quote from Playdale and authorized Mr. Lenko to go ahead with the order.
	

Mr. Lenko

	
	13.2 Play area in Prospect Road. Mrs. Long felt a roundabout at Prospect Road would not be viable, but she will investigate a disability swing.  Mrs. Long stated the signs were still to be put in, Mr. Walton agreed to put up.  She stated the quote for child seat and new chains from Playdale was £332.03.  The Council resolved to purchase these items for safety reasons. Mr. Lenko agreed to place the order when contacting Playdale.
	
Mrs. Long
Mr. Walton

	14
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	14.1 Suggestion of temporary traffic light at the Dog crossroad to operate from about 8:00am till 9:30am and from 16:00 to 18:00 until the east bound road works on A14 are completed.  Prof. Jaggard suggested exiting the crossroads was near impossible at times for drivers and hazardous for pedestrians crossing the A1088. Mr. Aket suggested writing to the A14 Project team to suggest a solution to this problem. 
	
Clerk

	
	14.2 D-Day 80 - 6th June 2024.  To be placed on the next agenda
	Agenda

	
	14.3 Proposed trial slip road closures, as part of the A14 junction 47a Haughley to junction 49 Tothill concrete roads reconstruction scheme – Feedback initially requested but was followed by an Update.  This proposal has now been halted by Highways.
	

	
	14.4 A14 Haughley to Tothill Concrete Roads Reconstruction Scheme update. Noted
	

	
	14.5 Tour of Britain Stage 5.- noted
	

	15
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting. 
	

	
	15.1 Mr. Lenko commented that the Clerk required a contract which had been raised at the internal audit. The Clerk had forwarded a draft contract to Mr. Lenko.  He felt that when completing his Internal Control Report in the near future he will look at this in more detail to bring to the next meeting, with recommendations.
	
Mr. Lenko
Agenda

	16
	To confirm the date of future meeting: - 7th August 2023, 7.30pm  
	

	17
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.24
	





7th August  2023                                   277/23                     Signed ……………………………………………

