

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5th JANUARY 2026

PRESENT
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J. Bolus, Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. G. Millen, Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. G. Walton, Mr. N. Winstanley Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                                                                 LGA 1972 s12 para 40       
                                    3 members of the public                                              
                                    County Councillor A. Mellen     
APOLOGIES:   Mr. R. Lenko.
                            The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons given. 
                            District Councillor H. Richardson,                                                                                            
                            District Councillor D. Bradbury.
	1
	The Chair welcomed all present 
	

	2
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a) To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 - none
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c) To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3
	PUBLIC FORUM
	

	
	Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance
Playing field football pitch.  The Chair of the Stowmarket Youth Football Club introduced himself and explained about the 3G being built at the Leisure Centre which will be ready for next season. Hearing about the facilities at Norton, they felt this would give them more scope.  They have teams of young girls, young boys, SEND, walking football, women, who all need facilities.  They would be interested in using the facilities any day of the week it is available, for the older teams as well. Changing rooms and space for referees are needed.  The pitch for 11-a-side would be tight with the cricket pitch. They hoped to get funding for goals on wheels to be moved around rather than static. Wear and tear of the field in one space is why movable goals are utilised. Usage would probably be around August to April. He confirmed affiliation to the Suffolk Football Association, with written safeguarding policies and all coaches are DBS checked and first aid trained, with a required ratio of 1 coach per 8 players. Village Hall had confirmed that equipment could be stored at Norton.  Local children would be accepted, currently they have children from various other areas not just Stowmarket. They have a code of conduct signed by players and relatives to avoid unpleasant behaviour.  If the current static goals are removed they have plastic goals that could be put up for general use.  It was quoted to them £65 for pitch, changing rooms, committee room, kitchen per session.  The main usage would be on a Sunday so if the Hall is used by other groups this could be worked around with the hall booking clerk. Funding comes through sponsorship, fees, grants.
The Council Chair thanked the coaches for attending and sharing information.
	

	
	· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email
Parking in School Close - reply from MSDC outlining the use and requirement of the Ambulance Bay.  The situation will be monitored.
Cardboard left at the recycling centre. Details were noted in case further problems arise.
	

	4
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION
	

	
	Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen. Cllr Mellen asked the Council for their views on the Government suggestion to postpone the CC elections for a further year to 2027.  Councillors felt the election should be retained this year and not postponed again.  The two 30mph missing repeater signs have been reported and will be chase up.
    •Report from District Councillors Harry Richardson – noted
Mr. Aket enquired about reports and money available for Stowmarket and asked what the Council has available for outlying areas. Cllr. Mellen stated a lot of the money has come from Gateway 14 so focused on Stowmarket. Other schemes available for outside Stowmarket are the rural support fund and for sports facilities. 
	

	5
	MINUTES
	

	
	5.1 To RESOLVE minutes of Council meeting held on 2nd December 2025 are a true and correct record. Prof Jaggard proposed acceptance seconded by Mr. Aket, all agreed.
	

	6
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	6.1 Bus stop hatching at crossroads – ongoing
	

	
	6.2 UKPN update – amended lease still awaited from UKPN.                                                                          
	Clerk

	
	6.3 Thermal imaging camera.  Several residents have put in requests.                                                            
	Prof.Jaggard

	
	6.4 Village Archive Material – Mr. Burt is still to contact village hall to arrange storage. The Clerk clarified that Mr. Burt will give the village archive material to the village but will require access to it for reports.                                                          
	Mr. Millen

	7
	PLANNING
	

	
	7.1 REFUSAL OF PLANNING PERMISSION 
Orchard House, Ixworth Road, Norton DC/25/04669
Change of use of annexe to 1no dwelling. Construction of new vehicular access
Mr. Walton commented on the refusal due to visibility splay falling outside the applicant’s control when other houses had been approved with the same restriction.  Mrs. Hill felt it could be more to do with the high nearby fence.
	

	8
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	
	8.1 To approve accounts payment:   
      Clerk’s salary and expenses  £624.00 + £383.62 = £1007.62                   LGA1972 s112
      Messenger, £374.00                                                                                  LGA1972 s112
     BT – vhall wifi £35.94                                                                             LGA 1972 s133
     Gage, Hall wifi set up, £46.00                                                                   LGA 1972 s133
     Vertas, grounds maintenance, £407.23                                        Public Health Act 1875 s164   
     People4places (NP) £351.00                                                            Localism Act 2011 sch.9
     Cheques paid – 
     MS Oakes £24000, cheque no 522612                                                      LGA 1972 s133   
     Aubergine 262 (web Site) cheque no 522613 £598.80                             LGA 1972 s142
     HMRC cheque no 522615 £210.45                                                           LGA1972 s112
	

	
	8.2 The Clerk informed of loan repayment due on 9th Jan £11230.78
	

	
	8.3 Request from NTA for funding for 40th anniversary event. Mrs Hill enquired whether the Council would donate towards the expenses of the 40th anniversary in July when all past and present members would be invited to celebrations on the playing field. The hog roast will likely cost in the region of £500-600.  The Council agreed to cover the cost of the hall hire for the event.
	

	
	8.4 To receive budget statement.  The Clerk presented an updated Budget.  After discussion this was APPROVED by all Councillors.
	

	
	8.5 Update on Council subscription to Gov.uk. The Clerk confirmed an initial meeting and payment made and another online meeting on 14 January.  
	Clerk

	9
	PRECEPT
	

	
	9.1 To consider and set precept for 2026-2027.  The Clerk presented a suggested precept of £57000, an increase of £2000 on 2025-2026.  She also presented a statement of required funding to cover basic costs of the Council.  She felt the Council could get by keeping the current precept amount but it would mean the Council would need to be diligent in its spending. At £57000 this would give the Parish a Council Tax band D of £117.54 an increase of 1.70% on 2025-2026.  Prof. Jaggard proposed a precept of £57000, Mr. Winstanley seconded.  Mr. Aket counter proposed a precept of £56000, Mr Walton seconded the amendment.  Upon a vote of 6 to 2 it was PASSED for the precept to be increased to £57000.
	

	10
	REORGANISATION/DEVOLUTION – no update
	

	11
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	11.1 Strategy to combat speeding – consultant led investigation – replies and quotes received.  Mr. Winstanley outlined a comparison of the costs involved from each company ranging between £8000-£12000.  It was felt each company should be asked which other villages they had helped and how successful this had been. This was a lot of money to spend out if SCC did not accept/or implement any recommendations.  Mr. Winstanley will ask if speedwatch data can be used.  Funding will need investigating.     
	Mr. Winstanley

	
	11.2 30mph between Norton and Stowlangtoft  - reply awaited.
	

	12
	VILLAGE HALL  
	

	
	12.1 Situation regarding completion of works. One door to be sorted.
	

	
	12.2 Current update on coffee shop.  Prof. Jaggard reported that the shop is due to reopen on 12th January.
	

	
	12.3 Village Hall parking. No solution to unauthorized parking so situation to be monitored.                                                                                                
	

	13
	PLAY AREAS  
	

	
	13.1 Play areas adjacent to Village Hall and Prospect Road. Swing in play area has been repaired.  No other problems.
	

	
	13.2 Gate lock.  Mr. Walton will investigate another padlock.                                                                                            
	Mr Walton

	14
	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
	

	
	14.1 Update on survey. Information with Ian Poole to complete the Character appraisal.
	

	15
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	15.1 CAB – dates to visit. They will be asked to speak at the Annual Parish Meeting
	Clerk

	
	15.2 Suffolk Bus Service Improvement Plan call for proposals - noted
	

	
	15.3 Woolpit Health Centre Updates for Parish Magazines/Village Newsletters - noted
	

	
	15.4 NSIP and large-scale energy developments update January 2026 - noted
	

	
	15.5 Discuss and Review the proposals for the use of the playing field by Stowmarket Football Team.  Several queries were raised, ie timetable, over use, cricket pitch, communication with general hall hire, supervision, etc.  It was agreed that Mr. Aket, Mr. Morgan and Prof. Jaggard would meet to bring queries/solutions to the next meeting. In principle this is a good use of the pitch, but more details are required.
	Mr. Aket
Mr. Morgan
Prof. Jaggard

	16
	QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR NEXT MEETING.  
	

	
	16.1 Mr Walton informed that Mr. Honeywood had trimmed back the road side hedge at the play area.
	

	17
	To confirm the date of next meeting 2nd February 2026 
	

	18
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.52                                                    
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