NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 1st DECEMBER 2025

PRESENT
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
Mr. B. Aket, Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. G. Millen, Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. G. Walton, Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk) 
                                                                                                                                                     LGA 1972 s12 para 40       
                                              County Councillor A. Mellen     
                              District Councillor H. Richardson,                                                                                           
APOLOGIES:   Mr. J. Bolus, Mr. R. Lenko, Mr. N. Winstanley
                            The Council consented to accept the apology and reasons given.  
                            District Councillor D. Bradbury.
	1
	The Chair welcomed all present. 
	

	2
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a) To receive declarations of pecuniary, non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 - none
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations -none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance - none 
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email
St Edmunds United Football Club, a newly set up club looking for a full-size pitch to hire, enquired about hiring the football pitch.  Unfortunately, Norton’s pitches are 5 a-side or 7 a-side and the goals are not full size.  This will be relayed to the Club.
Parking in School Close – Complaint received about resident parking in the Ambulance bay creating a problem for turning, particularly for the school bus and ambulance.  The Chair spoke to the resident who stated he had permission to park there from MSDC Housing Dept.  Clarification will be sought from MSDC regarding parking agreement.
	

	4
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION
	

	
	Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen
Cllr Mellen confirmed £1000 locality donation to the Village Hall.  The rusted 30mph repeater sign has been put up temporarily and reported, and the missing 30mph sign is in the system to replace.  He agreed to check the situation regarding the bus stop hatching.
	

	
	Report from District Councillors Harry Richardson 
Mr. Aket enquired about the proposed Youth Council.  Cllr Richardson confirmed a date and selection process has yet to be decided. It was felt a broad representation would be required selected from local schools.
Cllr Richardson confirmed he has now spent all his locality budget and he will provide a list of who and where this has been allocated as an appendix to his monthly report.
	

	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	5.1 To RESOLVE minutes of Council meeting held on 3rd November 2025 were a true and correct record. After amendment to the seconder of the 6th October minutes. Prof. Jaggard proposed, Mr. Aket seconded, agreed by all.
	

	6.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	6.1 Bus stop hatching at crossroads - ongoing
	

	
	6.2 UKPN update.  The Clerk stated a new proposal was for the Village Hall and the Council to be jointly named on the lease as it would not be practicable for the Hall to surrender back part of the land.  The agreement of the Village Hall committee had been sought and relayed to the solicitor and UKPN.  A newly drawn up lease is awaited.                                                                                               
	Clerk

	
	6.3 Thermal imaging cameras – notice placed in the Messenger was unreadable.  The Clerk will put together a new leaflet for the Messenger and Facebook.
	Clerk

	
	6.4  .Mr. Aket asked whether CAB would be willing to speak to the Council.  The Clerk will request this when the donation cheque is forwarded.
	Clerk

	
	6.5 Village Archive material.  Mr. Burt stated he has several boxes with lever arch files of info, and photos.  He will give agreement for the village to take ownership of the info but he would require access for his report to the Suffolk Local History Council. A locked cupboard could be located in the village hall. Mr. Burt will be asked to meet with village hall representatives. He would like to see a Norton History Group and will put an item in the Messenger to see if there is any interest.  He stated if items are sent to The Hold in Ipswich they hold the rights and will not allow any copies to be made or reproduced. 
	

Clerk

	7.
	PLANNING
	

	
	7.1 APPLICATION GRANTED - DC/25/00562
Land Fronting, Hawes Lane, Norton.  Application for Outline Planning Permission (Access points to be considered, all other matters reserved) Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) - Erection of 1No self build dwelling and 4No build to rent dwellings including construction of electricity sub station.  
	

	
	7.2 ADVERTISING CONSENT GRANTED DC/25/04346
Budgens At, Norton Service Station, Woolpit Road, Norton.  Application for consent to display an Advertisement(s) - Retention of 3no. vinyl decals on freestanding ATM  
	

	
	7.3 APPLICATION GRANTED SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS DC/25/04345
Budgens At, Norton Service Station, Woolpit Road, Norton. Full Planning Application - Installation of freestanding automated teller machine and bollards (retention of)  
	

	
	7.4 APPLICATION GRANTED DC/25/04101 
Arch Farm, Woolpit Road, Norton.   Proposed new and replacement windows, PV panels and EV charging point to existing Cartlodge.
	

	
	7.5 PLANNING ENFORCEMENT ENQUIRY
Land West Of Suffolk House, Ixworth Road, Norton  EN/25/00516
Nature of Problem: Alleged commencement of works on site prior to the completion of the access following grant of permission DC/24/04807.  Investigation by Enforcement confirmed there had been a planning breach, but no further action would be taken on working times, but further investigation would be needed regarding lack of work on the entrance before commencement.  Mrs. Hill asked about the requirement to provide a pedestrian crossing, for which there was no sign of action. Cllr Richardson stated some of the conditions were attached to the original appeal decision.  There would appear to be difficulty regarding a full crossing so likely to be very limited. He will check the trigger point of the infrastructure agreement.
	

	8.
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	
	8.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
     Clerk’s salary £624.00                                                                                   LGA1972 s112
     Clerk Expenses, MSDC Play area inspection, £116.90      Local Gov (Misc. Provisions) Act 1976 s 19                                      
     Gadd brothers, Play Area Gate, £840.00                                                                Public Health Act 1875 s164   
     Messenger, £374.00                                                                                         LGA1972 s112
     Vertas, grounds maintenance, £407.23                                              Public Health Act 1875 s164   
     BT – vhall wifi £35.94                                                                                    LGA 1972 s133
     SWT – membership, £38.00                                                                            LGA1972 s112
     HMRC £210.45   Cheque 522608                                                                                       LGA1972 s112
     CAB Stowmarket £100 cheque 522609                                                          LGA 1972 s137
    SCC – street light, unit 4 £1385.60 cheque 522610 Parish Councils Act 1957, s3: Highways Act 1980 s301
    Santander Chq transfer to Lloyds  £10,000.00  Cheque 522611                       LGA 1972 s111
	

	
	8.2 MS Oakes, £24,000                                                                                                 LGA 1972 s133   
The Clerk requested permission to action payment. Councillors AUTHORISED payment when the invoice is received.  
	

	
	8.3 EAAA – donation request. The Council declined the request at this time. 
	

	
	8.4 Lighthouse Womans Aid, request for financial aid.  The Council declined.
	

	
	8.5 The Clerk had forwarded an up to date R&P with reconciliations of both accounts.  Councillors RESOLVED to accept.
	

	
	8.6 To receive Internal Control statement and report circulated following the meeting between the Clerk and Mr. Lenko. Councillors RESOLVED to accept. 
	

	
	8.7 Update on Council subscription to Gov.uk. The Clerk stated she had contacted Aubergine 262 to set up the web site with emails.  One Teams meeting had been held and the process for compliance to Assertion 10 has now commenced.  It is likely to take around 9 weeks before fully set up and active, and training is undertaken.
	Clerk

	
	8.8 To consider Precept for 26-27.  The Clerk had forwarded suggestion for precept, with the basic requirement needed for the year.  She stated a decision is required at the January meeting in order for the request to reach MSDC by end of January 2026.
	

	9.
	RE-ORGANISATION/DEVOLUTION
	

	
	9.1 Local Government Re-organisation – Government consultation on LGR in Suffolk circulated to Councillors with consultation on the proposals open for comment - noted
	

	10
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	10.1 Strategy to combat speeding – consultant led investigation – replies and quotes received by Mr. Winstanley circulated to Councillors.  Mr. Aket expressed concern about the open-ended quotes and about spending money on a survey to present to SCC who would likely reject due to the cost of implementation.  Prof. Jaggard mooted SCC may take notice of a professional survey suggesting speed reduction measures. This will be further discussed at the next meeting.                      
	

	
	10.2 30mph between Norton and Stowlangtoft reply from Highways still awaited.  
	Clerk

	11
	VILLAGE HALL  
	

	
	11.1 Village Hall parking. Lorry and car continue to park in the car park all day, taking up several spaces.  The Clerk confirmed she had given a letter to the lorry stating this was not a public car park, but for the use of village hall users, the school, preschool and users of the playing field.  This will continue to be monitored.  Mr. Aket wondered if there were any measures that could be put in place to stop misuse of parking.                                                                                             
	Clerk

	
	11.2 Mr. Walton expressed his disappointment with the coffee shop.  Prof. Jaggard stated the agreement to help the community had not been upheld, and rent had not been paid for 2 months.  The matter is currently with the solicitor.
	

	12
	PLAY AREAS  
	

	
	12.1 Play areas adjacent to Village Hall and Prospect Road.  Both areas appear OK. 
	

	
	12.2 Mr. Walton stated the lock on the gate had disappeared when the new gate was installed.  He will chase this up with James Gadd.
	Mr. Walton

	13
	[bookmark: _GoBack]NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
	

	
	13.1 Update on survey. Neither Councillor was available for an update, however, it was noted there was a piece in the Messenger outlining the current position.
	

	14
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	14.1  Clerks  & Councils Direct -noted
	

	
	14.2  SCC street lighting-Christmas period.  The Council felt the street lighting should remain as it is.
	Clerk

	
	14.3 NSIPs Bulletin - November 2025 – noted.
	

	15
	QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR NEXT MEETING.  - none
	

	16
	To confirm the date of next meeting 5th January 2025  
	

	17 
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.45
	




5th January 2026                                  389/25                                 signed …………………………………..
