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EDITORIAL

Happy New Year – I hope you all had an enjoyable 
and peaceful break over the festive season.

I would like to ask the children in the village if they 
would like to send in a picture to appear on the 
front page of the Messenger – either drawn or a 
photograph.  It would be great to see some of their 
ideas.

If you have anything you would like to see 
published send it to the address below by the 15th

of the previous month.  Including any new article 
ideas you have.

Diana



VILLAGE EVENTS AND NOTICES
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Following a hugely successful get together in December it looks very positive for a Norton W.I. The next 
meeting is on Monday 12th January at 7.30pm at the Baptist Chapel Hall. The Suffolk West Federation will be 
organizing a craft activity and we just ask for £2 contribution on the night to cover the hire of the hall and 
refreshments.

NORTON WI



Norton Salvation Army

Sunday 4th Breakfast Church                                                 10.45am
(Enjoy coffee/tea/pastries in a relaxed Worship setting) 

Sunday 11th Morning Worship                                                    11.00am        
Sunday 18th Evening Praise 6.00pm
Sunday 25th Morning Worship                                                    11.00am

Thursday 29th Cameo Lunches                                    11.45am  – 1.30pm
(3 Course Meal £6.00)    

Our Clothes Bank situated in the car park is available to you for all your unwanted clothes & shoes.
Available 24/7.   Please help us to help others. 

If you would like to make contact with Norton Salvation Army please e-mail:
Norton@salvationarmy.org.uk OR Peter.Newson@salvationarmy.org.uk

We will be pleased to help you where possible with any questions/queries
A Christian Church and Registered Charity No: 214779, and in Scotland SC09359

The Salvation Army Territorial Headquarters, 101, Newington Causeway, London, SE1 6BN

What’s on at the Army in January?

Please feel free to come & join in with us at any time:  You would be very welcome

Receive a FREE thermal 
survey of your home

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL are offering you a free 
thermal imaging survey of your home between 4th 
and 10th February 2026.
In just a 20 minute visit from a community volunteer, 
you could learn where heat is escaping from your 
home and how to insulate it better.

To book, email us with your preferred dates:
nortonparishclerk@outlook.com

THERMAL SURVEY OFFER

mailto:Valerie.Ling@salvationarmy.org.uk
mailto:Peter.newson@salvationarmy.org.uk
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ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH (Part of the Benefice of Pakenham, Norton & Tostock, with Great Ashfield, Hunston & 

Stowlangtoft)

Rector: Revd Katherine Valentine Tel 01359 235095  Email: kavalentine677@gmail.com

Website: www.achurchnearyou.com Benefice Church magazine www.vcnews.org.uk

January 2026 Church Services

Open daily for visitors and private prayer.  St Andrew’s Norton services are highlighted below.   

4th Epiphany Sunday 8am   Holy Communion (BCP) Norton
10am Family@Church The Wise men Pakenham

11th Baptism of Christ 9.30am Holy Communion Tostock
9.30am Morning Worship Great Ashfield
11am Family Communion Pakenham

18th 2nd Sunday of Epiphany 9.30am Holy Communion (BCP) Pakenham
9.30am Morning Worship Norton
11am Family Communion Great Ashfield
4pm United Service for a week of Norton Salvation Army
Prayer for Christian Unity

25th 3rd Sunday of Epiphany 9.30am TOAST Great Ashfield
9.30am Holy Communion (BCP) Hunston
11am Family Communion Norton
11am Morning Worship Tostock

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH LIGHTS

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 

18-25TH JANUARY 2026  “ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT”

Sunday 18th January 4pm United Service in the Salvation Army 

Wednesday 21st January 10am Morning Prayer at the Baptist Church

This is the week when Christians all over the world of all traditions and denominations join together in prayer for 

the unity of the church. Here in Norton we have 3 different Christian denominations represented, and we are 

grateful for the fellowship and friendship we enjoy with each other. We pray that this will continue and grow 

here and we pray for peace and fellowship between all churches everywhere. 

This year we will be holding these two special events on the theme for this year - “One body, one Spirit” to 

which all are welcome. Revd Katherine Valentine. 

If you would like to see the church lit up please consider sponsoring 
the lights (£20 a week) or if you would like to celebrate an event or 
remember a loved one contact:
Philippa Wilding
email pfwilding@btinternet.com
Telephone 07776443004



With just a few days of the Autumn term remaining, I would like to share some highlights from a very busy and 
enjoyable half term.
During November, we celebrated Anti-Bullying Week, with our Behaviour Ambassadors leading a fantastic 
assembly on the importance of respect, how to treat others kindly, and what to do if you see someone behaving 
in an unkind way. This year’s focus ‘Power for Good’ highlighted the importance of using your voice. The 
children learned how their words and actions can make a positive difference and how speaking up can help 
keep everyone safe and included. We also celebrated everyone being unique, different and special by coming to 
school wearing odd socks.
Key Stage 1 and Early Years did a wonderful job retelling the Christmas story when they presented A Wriggly 
Nativity to older pupils, family and friends. The children sang, acted and danced beautifully, and it always 
amazes me how brave and confident our youngest pupils are when performing to such a large audience.
Our choir, Norton Singers, have been very busy over the Christmas period. They performed at the Christmas 
Activity Morning at St Andrew’s Church, and some of our Year 5 and 6 children also visited the residents of 
Stowlangtoft Hall Care Home to entertain them. Their final performance of the year will be at the Norton Village 
Carol Service at the Salvation Army.
It was also lovely to see the Salvation Army Hall well attended by family and friends at both of our Carol 
Services. The children in Key Stage 1 and 2 sang beautifully and shared readings clearly and confidently.
All the children – and I must include the staff – thoroughly enjoyed our PE Enrichment sessions, which focused 
on learning the words and a dance routine to the song ‘Naughty’ from Matilda.
Continuing with PE, children in Key Stage 2 entered Under-9 and Under-11 Dodgeball competitions against 
other primary schools in the area. Both teams showed great honesty and enthusiasm throughout their games 
and were a real credit to the school.
In Rocket Class (Year 4), the children completed a Design and Technology week focusing on making pop-up 
books. After designing, making and evaluating their books, they had the opportunity to share and read them to 
Galaxy Class (Year 1), which was thoroughly enjoyed by all.
In Meteor Class (Year 5), the children have been particularly enjoying their Art lessons, where the focus has 
been on weaving. They learned how to use a loom, and the finished pieces were very impressive.
In Star Class (Reception), the children have been busy making Christmas decorations, from weaving stars to 
creating decorated Christmas trees.
Comet Class combined Food Technology and Maths this half term when they made and decorated cookies. The 
children measured the ingredients, mixed, stirred and decorated their cookies before enjoying eating them.
In my last newsletter, I shared how Year 2 had written to Buckingham Palace after reading the book The King’s 
Pants. I am pleased to report that the class received a reply thanking them for their letter. The response is now 
proudly on display in the classroom.
Finally, in Supernova Class (Year 6), the children have created some beautiful 3D poppies as part of their Art 
topic. Using templates, they cut out petal shapes and edged them using blanket stitch. Mrs Sturman, who 
teaches the class Art, congratulated the children on their perseverance and excellent results. 
Mrs 
Sparkes

Norton CEVC Primary School
School Close  Norton  Bury St Edmunds  Suffolk  IP31 3LZ
Headteacher  Mrs Lisa Sparkes
office@norton.suffolk.sch.uk 01359 230520  www.norton.suffolk.sch.uk



ELMSWELL GARDEN CLUB JANUARY 2026

Happy New Year! By the time you read this Christmas will seem like a long time ago. Memories of mince pies, 
Christmas cake, turkey and leftovers will have faded. A new year can herald a new garden or at least tweaks 
to you current one. Gardens are an ever-evolving adventure and the new year can give us time to plan the 
year ahead before the spring arrives along with panic buying of seed potatoes, seeds and manic sowing of 
annuals in February (or is it just me?). This time of year, I like to source or plan to grow plants that can fill 
borders damaged by frost or snow, extreme waterlogging, drought or those that have just reached the end of 
their natural life. This year could also be the year to experiment with a new colour of summer bedding, grow 
that new tomato variety or even attempt a show entry worthy vegetable. 

There is surprisingly much to be enjoyed in gardens this time of year including snowdrops, crocus and early 
daffodils if the winter remains mild. There are also a number of heavenly scented winter flowering shrubs 
that can stop you in your tracks. My favourites are Sarcococca (Winter Box), Jasminum nudiflorum, 
Hamamelis (Witch Hazel) and Chimonanthus (Winter Sweet) so if you are out for a walk in a park or local 
open garden be sure to look out for them.

More excitingly our meetings will resume on 17th February 2026 and kicking off our speakers for the year is Tim 
Fuller, co-founder of The Plantsman’s Preference in South Lopham. Tim will be sharing his knowledge of 
ornamental grasses. Many people are unsure of what to do with grasses in the garden and they tend to end up 
in a bed on their own - not the best way to use them. This talk will aid the selection of good garden grasses and 
suggest ways to include them in the garden.
We meet every third Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the Wesley Chapel, School Road. We have a varied and 
interesting line-up of speakers and outings planned for 2026. More details to follow.

Whether you are an experienced home gardener or just starting out there is always something new to learn or 
ideas to take home to your own garden. Non-members are always welcome and you may make some new 
friends.

We look forward to welcoming you in February and growing another year of shared garden inspiration 
together.

Wendy

For Information contact elmswellgcadmin@btinternet.com or myself on 07748 442951.
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PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 3rd November 2025

PRESENT in the Chair: Mrs. S. Hill
Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J Bolus, Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. R. Lenko, Mr. G. Millen, Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. G. Walton, Mr. N. 
Winstanley, Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                    LGA 1972 s12 para 40
District Councillor H. Richardson, 
APOLOGIES: County Councillor A. Mellen

District Councillor D. Bradbury.

1. The Chair welcomed everyone

2. Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a) To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on 
agenda inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 – Mrs.Hill declared a pecuniary interest in Agenda item 
Planning 7.2
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none

3. PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
• Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance  -

none 
• Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email
Views of Council for request to put advertising flyers in Messenger.  The Clerk outlined the feelings of the 
editor, distributor and deliverers against the request.  Councillors agreed this was a time consuming task 
and not of benefit to the village, and suggested the firm take out an advert in the Messenger. 

4. REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information only
•Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen
•Report from District Councillors Harry Richardson. 

Mr. Lenko commented on the order by MSDC to allow certain upgrades to Grade II listed buildings, ie 
secondary glazing or replacing windows, making it easier for owners to improve poor energy efficiency.
Mr. Aket commented on the number of road closures around the village.  He asked why broadband 
installers do not need to go through the procedure of application to close roads.  Cllr Richardson stated 
broadband installers and water companies need to notify Highways but only need to give a certain period 
of notice.  He believed that as it is infrastructure below the road they can have legal access at short notice.  
However, he was unsure why broadband as a planned upgrade could not go through the usual process.  
Mr. Walton felt dates had been notified but it was short notice and with limited coordination.

5. MINUTES

5.1 To RESOLVE minutes of Council meeting held on 6th October 2025 were a true and correct record. Mr. 
Lenko approved, agreed by all. 

6. MATTERS ARISING

6.1 Bus stop road markings at crossroads – on going Cllr 
Mellen

6.2 Woolpit Health Centre - Open Evening 14th October 2025. Mr. Walton and Mrs. Hill reported a very 
informative evening outlining how the surgery will cope with more people following large developments.  
Mr. Walton commented there was no consideration to put a surgery in Elmswell or Thurston. Woolpit 
surgery will expand outwards as it is unable to build upwards.  Pharmacy provision was criticized. E-Consult 
with remain, as felt to be good by the majority.  Patients having difficulty with on-line requests, will still be 
able to do phone requests.  Dr. West confirmed to the group that patients would not be turned away even 
with the increased housing developments.  Funding for new patients comes from the patients registering 
first and then funding requested rather than a request for funding to take a certain number of additional 
patients.                      
6.3 UKPN – FIT update.  The Clerk outlined the next stage and had forwarded the proposed lease, with her 
queries.  Mr.Bolus will forward his queries to the Clerk and these will be passed to Birketts.   As the small 
section of land falls within the land leased to the village hall it was stated the village hall would need to 
surrender this back to the Council, but the Hall would be added to the same lease for easement and access.  
The Clerk had confirmed to Solicitors that the village hall was fully aware of the project.                                  

Clerk.

6.4 Thermal imaging camera. A week in February has been booked and the use will be advertised in The 
Messenger.

Prof. 
Jaggard
Clerk
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6.5 Remembrance Day memorial service.  All sorted. 

7. PLANNING

7.1 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/25/04101
Arch Farm, Woolpit Road, Norton,
Householder Application - Proposed new and replacement windows, PV panels and EV charging point to 
existing Cartlodge
The Council had no objection or comment to make.
7.2 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/25/04669
Orchard House, Ixworth Road, Norton 
Planning Application. Change of use of annexe to 1no dwelling. Construction of new vehicular access.
Mrs. Hill left the room for Council to discuss and Mr. Lenko took the chair.
The Council approved this application, but commented that the visibility splay needs to be sufficient for 
egress onto the busy A1088.
7.3 DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S) TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990
Manor Barn, Ashfield Road, Norton, DC/25/03193
Discharge of Conditions Application for Applications DC/23/03176 APP/W3520/D/24/3336681 and 
DC/23/04959 - Condition 4 (Biodiversity Enhancement Layout), Condition 6 (Domestic Flues - retrospective) 
and Condition 7 (Landscaping Scheme)
7.4 DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S) TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990
Manor Barn, Ashfield Road, Norton DC/25/03197
Discharge of Conditions Application for Listed Building Consents DC/23/03177 and DC/23/04960 - Condition 
3 (Ventilation), Condition 4 (Hard Surfacing), Condition 5 (Rainwater Goods), Condition 7 (Eaves and Verges) 
and Condition 9 (Materials)
7.5 DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S) TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990
Caravan At Peach Barn, Halls Lane, Norton  DC/23/05484
Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/21/05832 - Condition 7 (Schedule of Repairs)
7.6 PLANNING ENFORCEMENT  ENQUIRY
Land West Of Suffolk House, Ixworth Road, Norton  EN/25/00516
Nature of Problem: Alleged commencement of works on site prior to the completion of the access following 
grant of permission DC/24/04807 -No update

8. FINANCIAL MATTERS

8.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
Clerk’s salary  £624.00                                                                      LGA1972 s112
Clerk, expenses for Wifi, £82.03                                                      LGA 1972 s133
Messenger, £374.00                                                                           LGA1972 s112
Parish online subscription £89.00 (paid on 14/10)                  Localism Act 2011 sch9, 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 s61F(2)
PKF Littlejohn £1638.00 (paid on 22/10)                                         LGA1972 s112
British Legion, wreath & Donation £60.00                                      LGA 1972 s1388
HMRC £210.45     cheque no 022607                                                                      LGA1972 s112

8.2 To confirm Receipt of VAT claim £5985.67, Recycling claim £594.42, CIL payment £7216.41, Locality 
Award £2000
8.3 To receive budget statement.  The Clerk presented suggested virements to further support the Village 
Hall with the anticipated final invoice from Oakes.  Further virements were suggested from the contingency 
budget to support the Neighbourhood Plan and setting up Gov.uk web site.  After discussion this was 
APPROVED by all Councillors.
8.4 To receive request from CAB for financial donation. Councillors RESOLVED a donation of £100.  Mr. Aket 
suggested inviting a representative to a Council meeting to outline the work of CAB.

Clerk

8.5 Update on Council subscription to Gov.uk. The Clerk stated she is looking into other providers and will 
then ask for the this to be set up to comply with new requirements and Assertion 10 on the Annual 
Governance forms. 
8.6  Mr. Aket enquired about the street cleaner.  The Clerk stated he has had health issues but was planning 
on returning this month.  The Clerk will monitor.

Clerk

9. REORGANISATION/DEVOLUTION

9.1 Local Government Re-organisation –Cllr Mellen’s report circulated.  
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10. SPEEDWATCH

10.1 Strategy to combat speeding – consultant led investigation.  Mr. Winstanley has sent off a specification to 
firms and awaiting replies.                                            

Mr. 
Winst
anley

10.2 30mph between Norton and Stowlangtoft - reply awaited.  Clerk

10.3 Mr. Lenko is waiting for a new pole to be installed for another SID. Mr. 
Lenko

11. VILLAGE HALL  

11.1 M.S.Oakes has now carried out the snagging work. The final invoice is awaited.

11.2 Complaint received about lorry parked in car park all day taking up 2 car spaces. The Clerk was requested 
to send a letter explaining this is not a public car park.  Mr. Aket enquired about no overnight parking sign, but 
Mr. Walton commented some village hall users leave cars overnight.

Clerk

12. PLAY AREAS  

12.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall. Gadd Bros still awaited to repair gate and posts.  There is a broken 
swing which will require repair. Mr. Lenko enquired about purchasing football nets.  This will be considered in 
Spring.
12.2 Play area in Prospect Road.  All items appear OK.
12.3. The Clerk confirmed a Play area inspection in 2026 had been requested.

13. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

13.1 Mr. Lenko reported all appears to be going well.  The village had been split into sections and members 
had inspected and reported on each area.  The information was given to Ian Poole for collating, preparing 
leaflets and a survey.

14. CORRESPONDANCE

14.1 Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan Call for Sites 2025 and Draft Five-Year Housing Land Supply 
Position Statements - noted
14.2 Request to store Village History Archive material at Village Hall.  It would need to be clarified if the 
information belongs to the village or is the personal property of the village Historian, and how many boxes are 
involved. Mr. Aket was concerned about access to it by hall users.  In principle this was agreed as there is space 
in the storeroom at the Hall.

Mr. 
Millen
.

14.3 Overgrown hedges in the village, particularly along The Street and Village Hall entrance. Several hedges 
growing into the road reducing width, or causing problems with visibility had been reported.  An item will be 
placed in the Messenger asking owners to check and cut back.

Clerk

14.4 Invitation - Sustainable Communities Action Day 8th November - noted

14.5 Norwich to Tilbury - Nationally Strategic Infrastructure Project (NSIP) - opportunity to register as an 
interested party - noted
14.6 Suffolk Wildlife Trust magazine - noted

15 Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.

15.1 Mr. Aket requested that the item in MSDC report on Funding for Food be passed to the Salvation Army. Clerk

15.2 Mr. Millen enquired about a welcome booklet for new residents in the village. Mr. Walton stated when 
tried a few years ago there had been very little interest.

Mr. 
Millen

16 To confirm the date of next meeting 1st December 2025 

17 There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.28.
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DOWN OUR STREET

I’m sure that by now, many of you will have seen the new gates at the entrance to St Andrew’s Church. These 

‘craftsman made’ replacements are in memory of Alan Taylor (pictured below), who was a lay reader and took 

many services at Norton. His wife Helen thought it would be a fitting tribute to Alan to have the old broken 

church gates copied and remade in his memory.

The original ones were made and installed in 1961, remembering the many members of the Lambert 

family who had been village carpenters and funeral directors since the late 1800s. They had worked from 

their premises in The Street, where ‘Tall Trees’ has since been built. The photo below shows the Lambert 

family at the front of their workshop.

Helen employed specialist carpenter Ali Everett from Borley Green, Woolpit to manage the project and make 

the gates and posts. Ali has previously made the replacement door for the chancel at St Andrew’s, Tostock.
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The following photos show how the old gates were removed  before being taken to Ali’s workshop where all the 

original pieces of the woodwork and ironwork were dismantled. Wooden parts were marked out onto new 

pieces of oak ready for shaping and jointing. The original ironwork was removed, cleaned and repainted ready 

for fitting to the gates. Ali chose beautifully figured oak showing the wonderful patterns of the medullary rays.
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As well as power tools, many traditional tools and jointing methods were used in making the gates.

The gates have Ali’s monogram and date carved on the back as well as the original dedication plaque to 

the Lamberts and a new one to Alan Taylor.

If you haven’t 

seen the gates 

yet, do take a 

moment to go 

visit the 

church and 

admire the 

wonderful 

craftsmanship 

in person.

Do you have an interest in Norton's History?
I would be interested in starting a group to share and collect info about Norton and the surrounding area's 
history and also to help record the many current changes.
I have been the village recorder for several years now, but am scheduled to have two lots of surgery in the first 
half of 2026. These will cause issues with my mobility and driving and hamper me getting round the village to 
take photos and record events.
If there are any Norton residents who may be interested in forming a history group, please contact me by email 
on bg55599@hotmail.com. I will check my junk box for the next month as new emails from new senders 
tend to get filtered. Alternatively, pop a note through my letterbox at Paigles, The Street with your name and 
contact details and I will get back to you.
Many thanks.
David Burt.
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NORTON & DISTRICT TWINNING ASSOCIATION
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Dates for your diary:

❖ 21st March 2026: Quiz Night

❖ 23rd-27th May 2026: Exchange visit to Muids

❖ 12th July 2026: 40th Anniversary Celebration

Norton and District Twinning Associationnortontwinning@gmail.com

FIRST TWINNING EVENT OF 2026 OPEN TO ALL!
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LOCAL BUSINESS ADVERTS
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