NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 11th MAY 2026

PRESENT
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. R. Lenko, Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. G. Walton, Mr. N. Winstanley, Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)   
                                                                                                                                                     LGA 1972 s12 para 40       
                            District Councillor H. Richardson 
                            County Councillor J. Patchett.                        
[bookmark: _GoBack]APOLOGIES:   Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J. Bolus, Mr. G. Millen. 	
                            The Council consented to accept the apologies and reasons given. 
                            District Councillor D. Bradbury.                        
	1.
	The Chair welcomed all and in particular welcomed the new CC James Patchett.
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a) To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 - none 
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c) To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM
	

	
	· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance  - none
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email
The Clerk informed of a number of emails about overflowing dog and litter bins.  Mr. Lenko felt another bin may be required inside the play area perhaps near the bench at the playing field gate as at times the play area is extremely busy. He also felt another dog bin outside the play area facing the playing field is required. Mr. Walton queried having a dual-bin to recycle some of the items. Cllr Richardson reminded about his locality budget which could help to fund a bin.  The Clerk will investigate the cost of bins. Mr. Walton also suggested putting a dog bin at the road entrance to the footpath opposite Honeywood Grove. The Clerk will submit these requests to Mid Suffolk and ask Mid Suffolk how often the bins are emptying and if there had been a problem recently to delay the emptying process.
	

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION
	

	
	Report from District Councillors Harry Richardson.  Cllr Richardson stated today the new ward arrangements will be published for the new West Suffolk unitary authority. This district will be split into three because of the Councillor to electorate ratio. Thurston will get its own unitary councillors, Beyton moves into Hessett/Rougham, Norton is with Tostock, Stowlangtoft, Hunston, Langham, Great Ashfield and Badwell Ash.  Norton is the suggested ward name which is out to consultation, so may change. 
Cllr James Patchett stated this was his first official meeting as County Councillor to introduce himself. He stated he has some knowledge of Council work as he is a District Councillor.
	

	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	5.1 To RESOLVE minutes of Council meeting held on 13th April 2026 as true and correct. Prof Jaggard proposed and Mr. Lenko seconded, with all in agreement.
	

	6.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	6.1 UKPN update – Prof Jaggard stated the Village Hall solicitor had been in contact with UKPN regarding the lease. 
	

	
	6.2 Bus service update. Mrs. Hill confirmed that an application for funding had been submitted by Simmonds to restore the service 320.                                                                                        
	

	7.
	PLANNING
	

	
	7.1 APPLICATION FOR CONSENT TO CARRY OUT WORKS TO TREE(S) PROTECTED BY A TREE PRESERVATION ORDER - DC/26/01572
Herdwick House, The Street, Norton
Application for works to Trees subject to Tree Preservation Order 159 - Fell 1 No. Cherry (T1)    The Council approved the works on this diseased tree.
	

	
	7.2 GRANTED DC/26/00906
5 Woods Pightle, Norton 
Conversion of existing garage and single storey extension to form store, car port and front entrance porch all with supporting alterations.  
	

	8
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	
	8.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
     Clerk’s salary £624.00                                                                                 LGA1972 s112
     Messenger, May £374.00                                                                             LGA1972 s112
     BT – vhall wifi £35.94                                                                                LGA 1972 s133
     Glasdon (litter bin) £184.11                                                                 Litter Act 1983, ss5,6
     Street Cleaner £ 36.50                                                                                  LGA1972 s112
     SCC, SID post £630.00                                                                    Highways Act 1980 s274A
     Clear Council, Insurance  £1601.79                                                            LGA1972 s111
     Goodlife Landscaping, Play area repairs and Bark, £1238.40         Public Health Act 1875 s164
     SALC, subscription and training session, £522.99                                                          LGA1972 s112
     HMRC £ 219.05  Cheque no 522623                                                           LGA1972 s112
	

	
	8.3 The Clerk confirmed receipt of final recycling claim £2396.00
	

	
	8.4 To receive CIL report for 2025-2026.  The Clerk confirmed a minor amendment to the report to account for the Government grant in 24-25 for N. Plan.
	

	
	8.5 Litter bin. Mr. Walton has taken charge of the bin and will install shortly.
	

	
	8.6 Insurance.  The Clerk had forwarded all the paperwork for Councillors to review.  It was RESOLVED  this was adequate for the Council.
	

	9.
	REORGANISATION/DEVOLUTION – See above
Cllr Patchell stated there may be further challenge from SCC to the Government’s LGR for Suffolk. 
	

	10
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	10.1 Strategy to combat speeding – consultant led traffic survey investigation – No update.  Mr. Winstanley outlined to Cllr. Patchett the Council’s consideration of a consultant review of the traffic and for suggestions to reduce speeding to put to Highways.
	

	
	10.2 Councillors explained to Cllr Patchett about the request for a 40mph limit between Stowlangtoft and Norton on the A1088, but the answer received had been a standard negative reply.
	

	
	10.3 The Clerk stated the ANPR camera will be deployed in the village which she has relayed to Mr. Moland who will liaise with SCC re siting.
	

	11
	VILLAGE HALL  - No update report
	

	
	11.1 Mr. Walton commented on the problem with the wifi at the recent craft fair.  Numerous stall holders wished to access it, but the current system had no capacity.  He agreed to ask Steve Gage for his advice on how this could be overcome in the future.  The Clerk will check on the length of the contract with BT in case a change of provider is suggested.
	Mr. Walton

Clerk

	12
	PLAY AREAS  
	

	
	12.1 Play area reports for Village Hall and Prospect Road received and circulated.  Mr. Lenko stated the reports only showed minor concerns for monitoring and other work highlighted has already been undertaken.                   
	

	
	12.2 Play area gates – comments received from APM.  Mr. Lenko stated the advice he had been given by the play area instructor was that gates could swing either in or out.
	

	
	12.3 Gate lock – Mr. Walton has the lock and will install shortly.                                                                                            
	

	13
	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN    
	

	
	13.2 The Clerk confirmed that the funding claim form had been received.  After a few attempts to contact Ian Poole, he had helped with completing the form and the Clerk had submitted it to MSDC.
	

	14
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	14.1 Adoption of the West Suffolk Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) - noted
	

	
	14.2 Suffolk Enhanced Bus Partnership Passenger Forum and other sub-group meetings.  Mrs. Hill expressed an interest in attending the online meetings so the Clerk will forward her details to the forum organizer.
	

	
	14.3 Sizewell C construction update - noted
	

	15
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	15.1 Mr. Walton stated the Picnic table had been moved from the café patio onto the playing field.  As the table belongs to him he enquired if the Council were happy for this to be left on the field, as it may hinder grass cutting.  Councillors agreed to leave it there for the time being and to monitor the situation.                                  
	

	
	15.2 Mr.Walton requested a letter of thanks go to Mrs. Luckin for allow the white van to park in her driveway and not across the pavement blocking it.
	Clerk

	16.
	16.1 To confirm the date of next meeting 1st June 2026
	

	17
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.26
	






1st June 2026                                          409/26                                    Signed ………………………………



