

NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 2ND MARCH 2026

PRESENT
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
Mr. B. Aket, Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. G. Millen, Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. G. Walton, Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk) 
                                                                                                                                           LGA 1972 s12 para 40       
                            One member of the public                            
                            County Councillor A. Mellen     
APOLOGIES:   Mr. J. Bolus, Mr. R. Lenko, Mr. N. Winstanley
                            The Council consented to accept the apologies and reasons given. 
                            District Councillor D. Bradbury.
                            District Councillor H. Richardson,                                                                                         
	1.
	The Chair welcomed all to the meeting. 
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a)To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on agenda and their nature inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 - none 
Mr.Aket asked for clarification that if anyone had connection to Stowmarket Football Club an interest should be declared. The Clerk confirmed a non-pecuniary interest should be declared if this was the case.  
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations- none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance  - none
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email - none
	

	4
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information only
    •Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen. Mr. Aket commented on Cllr Mellen’s outstanding service to this Parish and to all constituents in his area, and felt regret that he would not be standing again as County Councillor.  Reiterated by all present.
Cllr Mellen stated that press released today, through FOI, letters showing the CC tried to block consultation on 3 unitary authorities.
Mr. Aket enquired about the bus situation following the Zoom meeting. Cllr Mellen commented that officers from the Bus team stated there is more likelihood of funding if an operator is on board and is in discussion process.
    •Report from District Councillors Harry Richardson and David Bradbury -noted
	

	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	5.1 To RESOLVE minutes of Council meeting held on 2nd February 2026 are a true and correct record. Mr.Aket proposed acceptance, Prof Jaggard seconded with all in agreement.
	

	6.
	MATTERS ARISING from Meeting held on 2nd February 2026
	

	
	6.1 Bus stop hatching at crossroads & bus sign – on going.  The Clerk will follow up.                              
	Clerk

	
	6.2 UKPN update  - updated lease awaited.                                                                                                
	Clerk

	
	6.3Thermal imaging camera review. Prof. Jaggard reported 14 requests had been made and 13 followed up, despite working around the rain. Most people were aware of their concerns. He commented on good bifold doors, but heat escaping around the frame.
	

	
	6.4 Review of Football use of playing field. Work has taken place on the pitches, teams have been playing over the weekend, and all seemed to be working well and orderly.
	

	
	6.5 Bus service update. Mrs. Hill and Mr. Aket joined an online discussion organized by Richard Winch (D.C.).  He now has a potential operator onboard, so funding is required. A bid for funding will need to be completed.                                                                                   
	Mrs. Hill
Mr. Aket

	7.
	PLANNING
	

	
	7.1 APPLICATION FOR RESERVED MATTERS - DC/26/00442 
Land West Of Suffolk House (Plot 4) , Ixworth Road, Norton Application for Approval of Reserved Matters following grant of Outline Permission DC/22/01941 (following Appeal APP/W3520/W/23/3316136) Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) - Submission of details for Layout, Scale, Appearance and Landscaping, Access points to be considered - Erection of 9No self-build/custom build dwellings in relation to Plot 4 only  
The Council had no comment to make.  
	

	
	7.2 DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S)
Sycamore House, School Close, Norton DC/25/05385
Proposal: Discharge of Conditions Application for 0188/07 - Condition 2 (Materials)
	

	
	7.3 Planning reform details circulated, namely decisions on applications must follow national policy, the NPPF will include policies for determining planning applications, with restrictions on consideration by committee and more decisions by officers.
	

	8.
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	
	8.1 The following accounts were approved for payment:   
     Clerk’s salary £624.00                                                                              LGA1972 s112
     Clerk Expenses, cabinet for Vhall £101.99                                              LGA1972 s112
     BT – vhall wifi £35.94	                                                                   LGA 1972 s133
     Tectonic Web domain, £12.00	                                                      LGA 1972 s142
     Hall Hire £150.00                                                                                     LGA1972 s133
     T. Edwards. hedge and Ditch at VHall £1848.00                         Public Health Act 1875 s164
	

	
	8.2 The Clerk confirmed that a loan repayment for £2967.13 had been made on 10/2/26
	

	
	8.3 Litter bin near pre-school. Clerk had circulated suggestions. Agreed on 90L bin in yellow. 
	Clerk

	
	8.4 To receive budget statement. Budget APPROVED.
	

	
	8.5 Update on Council subscription to Gov.uk. - ongoing
	

	
	8.6 To receive and approve cost to replace 2 Street light outages.  Councillors agreed to the two street lights (units 30 and 32) being upgraded and replaced.
	

	
	8.7 Annual price increase for litter and dog bin emptying service for 2026/2027 to £51.50 per bin. This is significantly subsidized by MSDC as the full cost would be £175 per bin.
	

	
	8.8 Request from NADTA to fund 40th anniversary plaque for gift to Muids.  The NADTA will be presenting a planter to Muids and asked if the Council would fund the cost of the plaque to be attached.  Two prices had been given - £235.00+VAT for Stainless steel and £247.00+VAT for brass.  Mr. Aket proposed funding of the steel plaque, Mr. Morgan seconded.  Councillors APPROVED.
	

	
	8.9 The Clerk confirmed she had submitted a recycling claim for August 2025- January 2026 for £540.71.  After this there will be a final lump sum payment of £2396.00 for February 2026 – January 2028 due to the changes in recycling.
	

	
	8.10 Mr. Aket enquired about the cost of the Messenger, which showed expenditure of £4338, but receipt £1567.00.  He enquired how the gap could be closed. It was pointed out people tend to advertise on FB.  
	

	9.
	REVIEW OF POLICIES
	

	
	9.1 The Clerk forwarded the following policies for review:
Councillor Code of Conduct.  Protocols for Public Participation in Council Meetings
Internal control statement for year ending 31 March 2027.  Social media protocol.  
Dispensation policy.  Health and safety policy.  Reserves policy 2026.  Environmental policy statement.  Equality & diversity policy.  Subject access request (SAR) procedure.  CCTV Policy.  Councillors APPROVED all policies.
	

	10
	REORGANISATION/DEVOLUTION – 
	

	
	10.1 The Government had confirmed that SCC election will be held in May 2026
	

	11
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	11.1 Strategy to combat speeding – consultant led investigation – Update awaited                      
	

	
	11.2 Mr. Lenko reported that the additional SID had been ordered.
	

	12
	VILLAGE HALL - nothing to report
	

	13
	PLAY AREAS  
	

	
	13.1 Play areas adjacent to Village Hall and Prospect Road – all OK .  Mr.Lenko has met with a representative from Playdale to discuss replacement of the wooden train.                   
	

	
	13.2 Gate lock – Mr.Walton has this in hand.                                                                                         
	Mr. Walton

	14
	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN    
	

	
	14.1 The Clerk presented an estimate of cost from Mr.Poole to complete the NP totalling £10275.00.  £2000.00 of this will fall in 2027-2028 plus there is potential for a further £6000 Environmental Assessment if requested.  The Clerk will factor these figures into the budget for 26-27.
	

	15
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	15.1 Consultation on the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report for the Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan Review  - noted
	

	
	15.2 Suffolk Highways – Town, Parish Council & Parish Meeting Survey.  The Clerk was asked to complete.
	Clerk

	
	15.3 Suffolk Preservation Society - Neighbourhood Planning Study Day - 16th May -noted
	

	16
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	16.1 The Clerk confirmed APM on 20th April 2026
	

	
	16.2  Mr.Morgan enquired about the call for sites map.  It was explained it showed those submitted last year as well as those submitted this year.  Planning had not been passed but sites had been submitted as potential building land subject to Planning and evaluation.
	

	17
	To confirm the date of next meeting 13th April 2026 (6th April Easter Monday)
	

	18
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.35                                                                                                
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