NORTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 3RD NOVEMBER 2025
PRESENT
IN THE CHAIR: Mrs. S. Hill
Mr. B. Aket, Mr. J Bolus, Prof. K. Jaggard, Mr. R. Lenko, Mr. G. Millen, Mr. J. Morgan, Mr. G. Walton, Mr. N. Winstanley, Mrs. J. Rowland (Clerk)                                    LGA 1972 s12 para 40       
                                              District Councillor H. Richardson,                                                                                           
APOLOGIES:     County Councillor A. Mellen     
                               District Councillor D. Bradbury.
	1.
	The Chair welcomed all present. 
	

	2.
	Declarations of pecuniary and local non-pecuniary interests
a) To receive declarations of pecuniary, local non-pecuniary interest(s) and personal interests in items on agenda inc. gifts of hospitality exceeding £25 – Mrs.Hill declared a pecuniary interest in Agenda item Planning 7.2
b) To receive declarations of lobbying for planning matters on the agenda - none
c)To receive requests for dispensations - none
	

	3.
	PUBLIC FORUM–to receive reports for information
· Members of the public–to receive questions and matters of concern from those in attendance  - none 
· Members of the public – to receive comments submitted via email
Views of Council for request to put advertising flyers in Messenger.  The Clerk outlined the feelings of the editor, distributor and deliverers against the request.  Councillors agreed this was a time consuming task and not of benefit to the village, and suggested the firm take out an advert in the Messenger. 
	

	4.
	REPORTS FOR INFORMATION –to receive written reports for information only
    •Report from County Councillor Andy Mellen
    •Report from District Councillors Harry Richardson. 
Mr. Lenko commented on the order by MSDC to allow certain upgrades to Grade II listed buildings, ie secondary glazing or replacing windows, making it easier for owners to improve poor energy efficiency.
Mr. Aket commented on the number of road closures around the village.  He asked why broadband installers do not need to go through the procedure of application to close roads.  Cllr Richardson stated broadband installers and water companies need to notify Highways but only need to give a certain period of notice.  He believed that as it is infrastructure below the road they can have legal access at short notice.  However, he was unsure why broadband as a planned upgrade could not go through the usual process.  Mr. Walton felt dates had been notified but it was short notice and with limited coordination.
	

	5.
	MINUTES
	

	
	5.1 To RESOLVE minutes of Council meeting held on 6th October 2025 were a true and correct record. Mr. Lenko approved, Mr. Walton seconded, agreed by all. 
	

	6.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	6.1 Bus stop road markings at crossroads – on going
	Cllr Mellen

	
	6.2 Woolpit Health Centre - Open Evening 14th October 2025. Mr. Walton and Mrs. Hill reported a very informative evening outlining how the surgery will cope with more people following large developments.  Mr. Walton commented there was no consideration to put a surgery in Elmswell or Thurston. Woolpit surgery will expand outwards as it is unable to build upwards.  Pharmacy provision was criticized. E-Consult with remain, as felt to be good by the majority.  Patients having difficulty with on-line requests, will still be able to do phone requests.  Dr. West confirmed to the group that patients would not be turned away even with the increased housing developments.  Funding for new patients comes from the patients registering first and then funding requested rather than a request for funding to take a certain number of additional patients.                      
	

	
	6.3 UKPN – FIT update.  The Clerk outlined the next stage and had forwarded the proposed lease, with her queries.  Mr.Bolus will forward his queries to the Clerk and these will be passed to Birketts.   As the small section of land falls within the land leased to the village hall it was stated the village hall would need to surrender this back to the Council, but the Hall would be added to the same lease for easement and access.  The Clerk had confirmed to Solicitors that the village hall was fully aware of the project.                                                                                          
	Clerk.

	
	6.4 Thermal imaging camera. A week in February has been booked and the use will be advertised in The Messenger.
	Prof. Jaggard
Clerk

	
	6.5 Remembrance Day memorial service.  All sorted. 
	

	7.
	PLANNING
	

	
	7.1 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/25/04101
Arch Farm, Woolpit Road, Norton,
Householder Application - Proposed new and replacement windows, PV panels and EV charging point to existing Cartlodge
The Council had no objection or comment to make.
	

	
	7.2 APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION - DC/25/04669
Orchard House, Ixworth Road, Norton 
Planning Application. Change of use of annexe to 1no dwelling. Construction of new vehicular access.
Mrs. Hill left the room for Council to discuss and Mr. Lenko took the chair.
The Council approved this application, but commented that the visibility splay needs to be sufficient for egress onto the busy A1088.
	

	
	7.3 DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S) TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990
Manor Barn, Ashfield Road, Norton, DC/25/03193
Discharge of Conditions Application for Applications DC/23/03176 APP/W3520/D/24/3336681 and DC/23/04959 - Condition 4 (Biodiversity Enhancement Layout), Condition 6 (Domestic Flues - retrospective) and Condition 7 (Landscaping Scheme)
	

	
	7.4 DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S) TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990
Manor Barn, Ashfield Road, Norton DC/25/03197
Discharge of Conditions Application for Listed Building Consents DC/23/03177 and DC/23/04960 - Condition 3 (Ventilation), Condition 4 (Hard Surfacing), Condition 5 (Rainwater Goods), Condition 7 (Eaves and Verges) and Condition 9 (Materials)
	

	
	7.5 DISCHARGE OF CONDITION(S) TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990
Caravan At Peach Barn, Halls Lane, Norton  DC/23/05484
Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/21/05832 - Condition 7 (Schedule of Repairs)
	

	
	7.6 PLANNING ENFORCEMENT  ENQUIRY
Land West Of Suffolk House, Ixworth Road, Norton  EN/25/00516
Nature of Problem: Alleged commencement of works on site prior to the completion of the access following grant of permission DC/24/04807 -No update
	

	8.
	FINANCIAL MATTERS
	

	
	8.1 To approve the accounts awaiting payment:   
     Clerk’s salary  £624.00                                                                      LGA1972 s112
     Clerk, expenses for Wifi, £82.03                                                      LGA 1972 s133
     Messenger, £374.00                                                                           LGA1972 s112
     Parish online subscription £89.00 (paid on 14/10)                  Localism Act 2011 sch9, 
                                                                                                                       Town and Country Planning Act 1990 s61F(2)
     PKF Littlejohn £1638.00 (paid on 22/10)                                         LGA1972 s112
     British Legion, wreath & Donation £60.00                                      LGA 1972 s1388
     HMRC £210.45     cheque no 022607                                                                      LGA1972 s112
	

	
	8.2 To confirm Receipt of VAT claim £5985.67, Recycling claim £594.42, CIL payment £7216.41, Locality Award £2000
	

	
	8.3 To receive budget statement.  The Clerk presented suggested virements to further support the Village Hall with the anticipated final invoice from Oakes.  Further virements were suggested from the contingency budget to support the Neighbourhood Plan and setting up Gov.uk web site.  After discussion this was APPROVED by all Councillors.
	

	
	8.4 To receive request from CAB for financial donation. Councillors RESOLVED a donation of £100.  Mr. Aket suggested inviting a representative to a Council meeting to outline the work of CAB.
	Clerk

	
	8.5 Update on Council subscription to Gov.uk. The Clerk stated she is looking into other providers and will then ask for the this to be set up to comply with new requirements and Assertion 10 on the Annual Governance forms. 
	

	
	8.6  Mr. Aket enquired about the street cleaner.  The Clerk stated he has had health issues but was planning on returning this month.  The Clerk will monitor.
	Clerk

	9. 
	REORGANISATION/DEVOLUTION
	

	
	9.1 Local Government Re-organisation –Cllr Mellen’s report circulated.  
	

	10.
	SPEEDWATCH
	

	
	10.1 Strategy to combat speeding – consultant led investigation.  Mr. Winstanley has sent off a specification to firms and awaiting replies.                                            
	Mr. Winstanley

	
	10.2 30mph between Norton and Stowlangtoft - reply awaited.  
	Clerk

	
	10.3 Mr. Lenko is waiting for a new pole to be installed for another SID.
	Mr. Lenko

	11.
	VILLAGE HALL  
	

	
	11.1 M.S.Oakes has now carried out the snagging work. The final invoice is awaited.
	

	
	11.2 Complaint received about lorry parked in car park all day taking up 2 car spaces. The Clerk was requested to send a letter explaining this is not a public car park.  Mr. Aket enquired about no overnight parking sign, but Mr. Walton commented some village hall users leave cars overnight.
	Clerk

	12.
	PLAY AREAS  
	

	
	12.1 Play area adjacent to Village Hall. Gadd Bros still awaited to repair gate and posts.  There is a broken swing which will require repair. Mr. Lenko enquired about purchasing football nets.  This will be considered in Spring.
	

	
	12.2 Play area in Prospect Road.  All items appear OK.
	

	
	12.3. The Clerk confirmed a Play area inspection in 2026 had been requested.
	

	13. 
	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
	

	
	13.1 Mr. Lenko reported all appears to be going well.  The village had been split into sections and members had inspected and reported on each area.  The information was given to Ian Poole for collating, preparing leaflets and a survey.
	

	14.
	CORRESPONDANCE
	

	
	14.1 Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan Call for Sites 2025 and Draft Five-Year Housing Land Supply Position Statements - noted
	

	
	14.2 Request to store Village History Archive material at Village Hall.  It would need to be clarified if the information belongs to the village or is the personal property of the village Historian, and how many boxes are involved. Mr. Aket was concerned about access to it by hall users.  In principle this was agreed as there is space in the storeroom at the Hall.
	Mr. Millen.

	
	14.3 Overgrown hedges in the village, particularly along The Street and Village Hall entrance. Several hedges growing into the road reducing width, or causing problems with visibility had been reported.  An item will be placed in the Messenger asking owners to check and cut back.
	Clerk

	
	14.4 Invitation - Sustainable Communities Action Day 8th November - noted
	

	
	14.5 Norwich to Tilbury - Nationally Strategic Infrastructure Project (NSIP) - opportunity to register as an interested party - noted
	

	
	14.6 Suffolk Wildlife Trust magazine - noted
	

	15
	Questions and Comments from Members and suggestions for next meeting.
	

	
	15.1 Mr. Aket requested that the item in MSDC report on Funding for Food be passed to the Salvation Army.
	Clerk

	
	15.2 Mr. Millen enquired about a welcome booklet for new residents in the village. Mr. Walton stated when tried a few years ago there had been very little interest.
	Mr. Millen

	16
	To confirm the date of next meeting 1st December 2025  
	

	17
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.28.
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1st December 2025                                  /25                                 signed …………………………………..

