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           Burytown Lane Cemetery - Regulations

(Adopted by Blunsdon Parish Council – August 2026)
1. Cemetery Opening Hours
The Cemetery shall be open for interments Monday to Friday, 9am–4pm (Winter closing 3pm), and Saturday & Sunday, 10am–3pm (Winter 2pm). No interments on Public Holidays.
2. Notice Required for Interments
Seven clear days’ notice must be given to the Parish Clerk for an interment in an earthen grave or an ashes plot.
3. Eligibility for Interment
The person to be interred must have been resident in the Parish of Blunsdon at the time of death. The Parish Council will consider other interments where a strong family or other connection to Blunsdon can be demonstrated. Details, by email, should be submitted to the Parish Clerk.
4. Interment Documentation & Fees
Notice of interment will be accepted by email but must be confirmed on the correct form. All fees and charges for interments must be paid to Blunsdon Parish Council.
5. Grave & Ashes Plot Allocation
A burial grave space may be purchased or reserved; the Parish Clerk will allocate a plot. Ashes plots may not be reserved. A Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial (EROB) for one hundred years will be issued to the purchaser and recorded in Cemetery records.
6. Certificates Required
A Certificate of Disposal or Coroner’s Order must be sent to the Parish Clerk with the interment form. A cremation certificate is required for cremated remains.
7. Infectious Disease or Radiation Exposure
The funeral arranger must notify the Parish Clerk if the deceased suffered from an infectious disease or radiation exposure. If required for public health, the Parish Clerk may direct that the body be taken directly to the grave.
8. Control of Funerals
The conduct of any funeral shall be under the control of the Parish Clerk. All grave locations will be determined by the Parish Clerk.
9. Minister Attendance
The person arranging the burial is responsible for arranging a minister, if required.
10. Coffins, Caskets & Ashes
Only coffins, caskets or urns are permitted. Coffins must bear a nameplate. Scattering or pouring of ashes is not permitted.
11. Exhumation
Human remains may only be removed under an Exhumation Order issued by the appropriate authority.
12. Grave Levels
No grave or grave space shall be raised above the surrounding ground level.
13. Planting Restrictions
Planting of a grave space or ashes plot is not permitted. The Council reserves the right to cut back or remove any tree, plant, shrub, or decoration placed on a grave.
14. Removal of Unsightly Items
The Council may remove unsightly plants or ornaments. Dead flowers, wreaths, and litter must be placed in waste bins. Christmas wreaths and decorations will be removed one month after Christmas Day.
15. Notice Period for Families
Families will be informed when:
· A memorial is found to be unstable, damaged, or unsafe and requires repair.
· Items placed on the grave need to be removed because they pose a hazard or breach cemetery regulations.
· Significant maintenance is required that affects the appearance of the grave, such as levelling, removal of edging, or clearing large planting.
· Severely overgrown effecting appearance of cemetery.
Notification is normally made to the holder of the Exclusive Right of Burial or the next known contact.
· 28‑day notice period for general maintenance
· 14‑day notice period for urgent safety issues
· Immediate action if a memorial is dangerous
Families are expected to:
· Keep the memorial in good condition, arranging repairs if it becomes damaged or unstable.
· Maintain any permitted planting or small decorations placed on the grave.
· Ensure items do not cause hazards, obstruct maintenance, or extend beyond the grave space.
· Remove faded flowers, broken ornaments or items that have deteriorated over time.
If families do not maintain the memorial and it becomes unsafe after following proper notification procedures, the burial authority may take action to make it safe, including laying it flat or cordoning it off.
16. Graves Over 100 Years Old
When the 100‑year lease has expired. Families will be contacted where possible when work is required. A notice will also be placed on the cemetery notice board and recorded in Parish Council minutes.
· Council may maintain the grave
· Council may remove unsafe memorials
· Council may remove the grave
· The burial authority may move, alter, or remove the memorial.
· The grave space may be reclaimed for future use, depending on local policy.
· Families may be offered the opportunity to renew the rights if renewal is permitted.
· If no renewal is made and no contact can be established, the authority may proceed with maintenance or removal in line with cemetery regulations.

17. Prohibited Items
The following items are not permitted on any grave or ashes plot:
· Solar lights
· Food or drink
· Windmills / spinning ornaments
· Lanterns with candles
· Plastic fencing
· Statues or figurines
18. Family Contact Information
It is the responsibility of the grave owner/family to ensure the Parish Council has up-to-date contact details. The Council may refer to forms submitted by stone masons or funeral directors to obtain contact information.
19. Lawn Cemetery Maintenance
Grave areas will be maintained using mechanical mowers and apparatus. Only the soil border at the memorial end may contain planting or a memorial. The remainder of the grave will be turfed flat.
20. Edging of Graves
Grave spaces and ashes plots may be edged but must lie flat and level with the turf.
21. Permission to Erect Memorials
No memorial may be erected until permission has been granted by the Parish Council.
22. Memorial Installation Standards (BRAMM NAMM or RQMF must be suitably recognised)
All memorials must be fitted by a regulatory approved fitter and installed to BS8415 and NAMM standards. Maximum height: 5ft for graves, 2ft for ashes plots. Preferred ashes memorial style: book/tablet.
22a. Registration of Masons
All memorial masons must be either BRAMM registered and hold a BRAMM Fixer Licence or another suitably registered approval such as NAMM or RMQF.  In the UK, memorial masons can be registered under several recognised schemes that meet the same safety and workmanship standards as BRAMM (British Register of Accredited Memorial Masons).
22b. Approved Foundation Systems
All installations must use BRAMM/NAMM/RQMF approved foundation and anchor systems.
22c. Insurance
Masons must hold public liability insurance and provide evidence if requested.
22d. Permission to Work
No memorial installation may take place without a permission. Twenty-four hours’ notice must be given before fixing.
22e. Safety & Compliance
Memorials must be installed safely and securely. Unsafe or improperly installed memorials may be removed or rectified. Safety checks will be carried out by the Parish Council.
23. Memorial Materials
Memorials, vases, and bases must be natural quarried stone. Dowels must be copper or galvanised iron. Memorials may not be made of wood, metal, concrete or synthetic materials and must not be painted.
25. Photographs on Headstones
Applications must be made to the Parish Clerk with a copy of the photograph. Maximum of two photographs per headstone.
26. Mason Clean-up Requirements
Masons must remove all surplus earth, refuse and materials after fixing a memorial.
27. Memorial Repairs
Memorials must be kept in repair by the owner. The Council may remove dilapidated or dangerous memorials at the owner’s expense.
28. Removal of Memorials for Reopening
Where a grave is to be reopened, the memorial must be removed by a monumental mason. The owner is responsible for all costs and replacement.
29. Council Liability
The Parish Council will exercise proper care but will not accept responsibility for any damage caused during maintenance.
30. Vehicles & Bicycles
Vehicles and bicycles must be left near the entrance gates at the owner’s risk. Visitors must keep to paths and avoid touching plants.
31. Dogs
Dogs must remain on a lead. Owners must pick up and dispose of dog waste.
32. Conduct in the Cemetery
Visitors enter at their own risk. The Council accepts no liability for injuries or damage. Visitors must behave quietly and respectfully. Inebriated persons and radios/recorded sound are not permitted.
33. Burial Register
A register of burials shall be kept by the Parish Clerk. Searches and certified extracts may be provided for a fee.
34. Supersession of Previous Rules
All previous Cemetery Rules and Regulations are superseded. The Council may amend these rules at any time. All interment rights are subject to current and future regulations.
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