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Minutes of Blunsdon’s Eighteenth Parish Council Meeting of 2025/26 was held on Monday 5th January 2026 at 7.30pm. This meeting was held at Blunsdon Village Hall.   
Cllr Members Present:   Cllrs Ian Jankinson (IJ), Jim Tayler (JT), Ian Selwood (IS), Peter Hughes (PH), Sandra Keates (SK), Kingsley Poulton (KP), Paul Weston (PW), 
Ward Councilors Present: None                                
Members of Public - One
Officers:    Claire Boles (Assistant Clerk)
_______________________________________________________________________________
25/231	 APOLOGIES   
Apologies received from Debbie Braiden (Clerk & RFO), Cllr Nick Gardiner, Ward Cllr Manro & Weisinger
25/232	 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 1 There were no declarations of interest from councillors.
 2 No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary or non-pecuniary       
  interests were received, therefore, no requests for dispensation were made.  
25/233 PUBLIC RECESS 
No comments from the public.
25/234 MINUTES
MINUTES from the Full Council Meeting 1st December 2025  
1 The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 1st December 2025 were approved as a true record of the meeting, with Cllr Hughes proposing, seconded by Cllr Keates – the minutes were duly signed by the Chairman (IJ).  
2   To review the Full Council action points for the above meeting 1st December 2025.  
Ongoing – Items outside the control of BPC, awaiting update. 
In Progress – BPC actions in progress.                     
Complete – Action completed; item to be removed from the list. 
	No 
	Full Council Meeting Action points – actions for discussion 
	Assigned to: 
	Status: 

	1
	Community Building Car Charger: Cllr Keates advised that ‘Charge my Street’ are in contact with the insurance company with a quote for the repair, the claim should now start to be processed. Currently only one charger working 5/1/26 No updates available, SK to chase.
	Ward Cllr Keates 
	Ongoing 

	2
	Defibrillators: The casing for the pavilion defib has been installed, BFC to arrange for the defib to be moved into casing.
Clerk has emailed Rapid Response but not received a reply refunding the MUGA defib. 5/1/26 Update from Clerk due this week.
	Cllr Tayler
Clerk
	In Progress

	3
	[bookmark: _Int_NRyuoJmV]Footpaths, The Haul Road: Campaign for road closure.  SBC to re-visit site now the temporary closure is reopened. The proposed development of Tadpole will affect the request to close the road. The 49 homes in Kingsdown will mean changes to the traffic lights at Cold Harbour, then affecting proposals towards The Haul Road. A response is due from SBC on Section 106 Claim. NG confirmed staffing issues are being sorted out. 1/12/25 Although no update has been provided, it was noted by Cllr Hughes that A419 directional signage had been sited on the Haul Road by SBC/Highways near the shop, however the road is not adopted by SBC – Cllr Jankinson to check with SBC 5/1/26 No update
	Cllr Gardiner



Cllr Jankinson
	Ongoing

	4
	Openreach: On behalf of Virgin O2, they are carrying out groundwork throughout the village to provide broadband to residents.  Project to be monitored. No reply has been received on project updates from contractors. 5/1/26 C/Fwd.
	Cllr Selwood 
	Ongoing 

	5
	High Street Path repairs: SBC job reference E30409 – Started but not complete.  3/11/25 They’ve missed a patch of it around the utility access points down towards the church.  Also, the part towards the Blunsdon House, the narrow single path opposite the bungalows.  To report again with specific instructions and pinpoint positions. Added 10/11 Reference numbers with SBC E31353 & E31354 5/1/26 A/clerk to chase
	Cllr Hughes
A/Clerk

	Ongoing 

	6
	[bookmark: _Int_EfDMD48O]Traffic/footpaths: SBC are expecting an increase in funding to assist with cycling & walking schemes. We still want the footpaths to be improved for the school and the surgery. Also see AP no. 4 above. 1/12/25 An update was provided to IJ to say the SBC would allow access to S106 funds for pathways to school, bus stop etc to help with the 80 new homes project currently being reviewed. 5/1/26 No updates, PH has emailed to chase Ward Councilors
	Cllr Jankinson
Cllr Hughes   
	Ongoing 

	7
	Kingsdown Development: S106 form still to be signed. Current Reserve Matters Plan is not acceptable. 5/1/26 SBC, Tim Thomas and team are still to provide updates.
	Cllr Jankinson  
	Ongoing 

	8
	[bookmark: _Int_yj3rIcbS]Electric Speed Sign: Await copy report on the traffic survey. IJ and P.Martlew to meet to discuss plans for Ermin Street, and update on Blunsdon Hill report.  IJ chasing Philip re Ermin Street.  PH confirmed next stage is the traffic survey report, but this has not yet been received & he will chase Martin. Clerk to provide to IJ contact for Highways for post permissions. Cllr Hughes has reviewed details provided by Highworth TC on signage that reports data to provide to police, he is awaiting recommendation from Highways. IJ confirmed that planning permission for signage/post would need to be applied for. 5/1/26 Survey not yet received.
	Cllr Jankinson
Cllr Hughes 
Clerk  
	Ongoing

	9
	Water Seepage: in the middle of the road on the bend at Front Lane & Back Lane. Reported to Thames Water twice and SBC Cllr Gardiner to invite an officer from Highways to visit. IS raised concerns of inclement & freezing weather approaching which will create ice in this area.  5/1/26 Agreed annual occurrence, currently dangerous due to icy conditions. Have Ward Councilors been informed?
	Cllr Gardiner 


	Ongoing 

	10
	[bookmark: _Int_99COYsWq]Council Garages: SBC will be carrying out an audit on all council garages in November; contact details have been provided to the Clerk & A/Clerk by (SW).  Neighborhood warden had responded to say that she was currently under high workload; the report had been started but not completed; she was hoping for January completion. Additionally, delays were caused by residents not responding to her communication with regards to removing goods from the garages. A/Clerk shared feedback with Ward Cllr Wesiginer. 5/1/26 No updates
	Cllr S Weisinger
A/Clerk
	On Going

	11
	Heating at BVH has been adjusted, although the operational setup remains challenging. It’s recommended that costings and suitability for installing a HIVE system, including provision for two thermostats and a hub, be researched. IJ reported, there's only one boiler for the complete system. There's no thermostat in the building. The heating is either on or off.  
The electrician recommended a controller, not necessarily a hive, but a Wi-Fi controller, that the caretakers could use remotely on the heating system by adding a thermostat in the small hall ladies' toilet as that's the coolest area.  Two advantages a) no frost, and b) we could set the to the temperature that we think is appropriate.
Negative is it will control the building as a whole & not as individual zones. It would require a data cable from the router in the main hall, out through to the exterior wall where it comes in, along the back of the hall, up over the apex roof, and back in through the vent into the boiler room to connect to provide a strong line switch.  IS asked for a tamper proof thermostat in the ladies’ toilet.
This way would rely on nobody touching the thermostatic valves on the radiators.  For frost control the suggestion was we set it at 12 degrees for continuous, and then the caretaker can boost it remotely for bookings as and when.  It was noted a wireless system that could differentiate zoning heating would be expensive. 5/1/26 The heating controls were approved in the minutes, there is a meeting on 6th January for the install.
	Cllr Jankinson
	In progress

	12
	Pavilion refurb - The RFO should contact Kevin Small at SBC regarding possible funding.  IJ to obtain quotes.  5/1/26 IJ has requested that Pendle Property Designs produce a proposal for refurb, to include electrics, mechanics, insulation, method statement for Feb 2026, this will be supplied to 3 builders to quote and provide a phased pricing to allow for budgeting.
	Cllr Jankinson
	In progress

	13
	MUGA Water connection: The clerk confirmed that Thames Water have confirmed the costs for the water connection to be correct.  IJ to speak to a TWA contact and report back. 5/1/26 TW declined to provide a Method Statement. JT advised that we could obtain a new quote from TW, however prices were set to increase for 2026, so it was Agreed by All to go ahead and pay TW for the water supply as raised in the previous Finance Meetings, based on alternative options being unsuccessful.
	Clerk 

	In Progress

	14
	Pavilion – electrical jobs
1) Pavilion Electrical Building Safety Test Certificate. 5/1/26 This has been booked.
2) Pavilion – PAT testing for appliances. 5/1/26 Cllr Tayler liaising with BFC to remove all own goods that do not require PAT testing first.
	Cllr Tayler
	In Progress

	New Action points from these minutes 5/1/26

	15
	Pavilion Assets – Caretaker Russell is to carry out a list of items at the Pavilion for recording as assets
	
Clerk
	In Progress

	16
	Griting Module – IS to create new module for gritting/winter maintainence
	Cllr Selwood
	

	Action points closed from these minutes 5/1/26

	
	[bookmark: _Int_KD5PcNSO]Circular Garden at Cold Harbour: This area is covered within the Module in the contract, Cllr Tayler to inform Lee to action. MODULE 7 GM contract.  1/12/25 JT confirmed that only a cut had been made, no wedding had taken place which was due - JT & IS to hold another meeting with contractor.
	Cllr Tayler & Selwood 
	Complete

	
	Grounds maintenance update:
A meeting will take place this week to discuss all items on the schedule that have been part completed or not completed. All works have been put on hold currently. It is noted that with the absence of the Ops Manager the schedule/reconciliation of works has not been in place, causing invoice queries and missed jobs.

a. Items for review should include
Road Sweeping/leaf clearing (It was noted that SBC have done some streets in Blunsdon today, it is unknown if any more will be done at this stage)

b. Grass Cutting, Weeding, Hedge Trimming

c. Module 7 of GM contract - weeding of ornamental flower beds to be completed soon.  1/12/25 Meeting due this week to discuss

d. RFO to check why we are over budget on both agreed GM items and additional items. To check charge received on both leaf clearing and road sweeping as this is one of the same.

e. Cutting of cemetery has not taken place before winter, is this an outstanding item on the GM contract?

f. Leaf clearing at Ponting Close and other streets are becoming a safety issue in wet weather due to leaves on pathways.
	Cllrs Tayler / Selwood /RFO








	Complete

	
	Ermin St – Legal costs of £1500 paid.  Cllr Jankinson will explore potential funding avenues to help mitigate this cost with SBC.5/1/26 SBC rejected this proposal.
	Cllr Jankinson
	Complete

	
	MUGA – To site a portable toilet for users. Delivered and secured to ground.
	Cllr Tayler
	Complete

	
	H&S - Outside PIR required on left hand entrance above front door for Village Hall
	Cllr Tayler
	Complete



25/235 PLANNING  
1. Planning decisions advised by Swindon BC were noted:
S/ADV/25/1441 - DECISION NOTICE – GRANTED CONSENT
Proposed Double-sided digital Bus Shelter advertising
displays to replace existing Double-sided Internally
Illuminated 6-sheet Bus Shelter advertising displays.
Site Address: O/S Unit A Stephenson Road, Cricklade Road Swindon

2. To consider and agree comments upon new applications deposited from Swindon Borough Council for comment listed: 

Application Ref: S/25/1500 
Description: Erection of 5No dwellings. 
Site Address: Land At Eden Field, Kingsdown Lane, Blunsdon Swindon SN25 5DL
Decision: The Parish Council objects to this application due to concerns about back land development, unsafe pedestrian access, lack of pathways in the Kingsdown area, failure to meet TR2B accessibility requirements, absence of a SUDS strategy, heavy HGV use on Kingsdown Lane, increased pressure on the Cold Harbour junction, and the need for further contaminated‑land investigation due to gases arising from the site.

Application Ref: S/HOU/25/1646 
Description: Erection of rear dormer windows and loft conversion. 
Site Address: 30 Thames View, Blunsdon, Swindon SN26 8AQ
Decision: The Parish Council have no reason to object.

Application Ref: S/HOU/25/1651 
Description: Erection of side dormer windows, raising of existing roof. 
Site Address: 24 Sutton Park, Blunsdon, Swindon SN26 7BB
Decision: The Parish Council objects to the proposal due to the removal of a Cotswold stone chimney, which conflicts with an existing Deed of Covenant. Concerns were also raised regarding privacy impacts despite the use of frosted glazing, and the unsuitability of tandem parking for a 5‑bedroom property. The Council is willing to discuss the application further with the planning officer.

Application Ref: S/RES/25/1647 
Description: Reserved matters application in respect of scale, layout, appearance and landscaping in relation to approval of outline application reference S/OUT/20/0549 for the erection of 8 no self-build dwellings 
Site Address: Land East of Woodbine Cottage, Kingsdown Lane, Blunsdon Swindon SN25 5DL
Decision: The Parish Council objects to the reserved matters submission due to the foul waste treatment plant being positioned less than 1 metre from the drainage soakaway, concerns about effluent and the adequacy of the SUDS plan, lack of pedestrian pathways in the Kingsdown area, S106 funds being allocated to SBC rather than the parish, no consultation with BPC despite direct impact, traffic concerns at the Cold Harbour junction, potential parking issues, and the need for clarification on the definition and delivery of “self‑build” in relation to eight dwellings.

3 To receive & note planning correspondence received - None


25/236 FACILITIES

1 Village Hall – Heating controls progress as per action point.                           
2 Grounds Maintenance & Open Spaces 
IS to create a module for gritting of all carparks, providing costings for budget purposes.  It was agreed that all BPC owned carparks should be gritted in a timely order as advised by Lee.  The BPC have not gritted areas before but based on high use facilities this needed reviewing. JT raised concerns on gritting near the MUGA site. The Shop carried out some salting to the area and Lee had covered some areas of the car park and paths.
3 Community Building – Report received from heating engineer, SK confirmed the valve has not been replaced.  It was Agreed by All for SK to instruct the engineer to replace the valve.
4 Cemetery & allotments - JT confirmed that the area had been tidied by the caretaker but there may have been an overlap of duties that should have been covered by Lee.
5 Pavilion, Recreation Ground & Play areas - It was noted that the fence around the school had been damaged by a vehicle, temporary repair had been put in place plus a barrier and sign notifying people of the risk.
6 MUGA – Bookings update for immediate payments on LB is to be researched further.

25/237 POLICIES
In accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the public were excluded due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
1 Staff Review Forms – Format approved and have been completed by IJ, DB and CB will complete upon receipt.

25/238	CORRESPONDENCE 
· None
25/239 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC 
The public had already left the meeting.
25/240 STAFFING 
A/Clerk offered to leave the room, IJ confirmed it was not necessary.
IJ confirmed that successful reviews had taken place with both the RFO/Clerk and A/Clerk and that the feedback obtained from councillors was positive. The RFO/Clerk had previously shared a brief review of the option to discuss adapting the RFO/Clerk role to fit in with her hours. The suggestion of a part time flexible finance role would allow the RFO/Clerk to focus on policy/procedures and projects rather than being over committed in all areas. KP and IS suggested that a list of duties for all areas of Clerking/RFO be provided for the Parish Council to review the roles needed and whether the role could be contracted rather than permanent to re-evaluate once projects were complete. 
Cllr Jankinson also expressed a need for assistance from the councillors, there are many projects that are pending currently such as pavilion refurb, Ermin Street, MUGA access, recruitment, burial system, local plan, Land registry claim, car chargers for MUGA. IJ will communicate with all councillors with a request for assistance.

25/241 PARISH MATTERS
No other items were raised.

25/242 KEY MESSAGES FOR MAGAZINE/FACEBOOK/WEB 
Cllr Jankinson confirmed that the Parish Matters article in the magazine would now be covered by the A/Clerk who would share all community related items in a new format.

Cllr Selwood requested that in addition to the changes that would be made in the magazine could we also share items that the PC were working on, to inform the residents of ongoing projects, difficulties being faced. A rolling report on planning and projects. Details of where to complain. It was agreed by all that this should be implemented.

Items to be included for Feb: 
Directional highways sign next to shop, directing traffic into Blunsdon despite BPC querying that the Haul Road is not yet adopted by SBC.
Rivan – BPC are asking whether there is a pecuniary interest for the Swindon Borough council in that should this plan be approved, it would attract Carbon Capture funding.  
High Street – Water leak now improved in High Street; the broken pipe and blocked gully has been repaired/cleared.
Back Lane/Front Lane – Thames Water still not addressing the problem.
25/243 CLOSE & SUMMONS TO ATTEND NEXT MEETING 
Next month’s Full Council meeting to be held Monday 2nd February 2026 at 7.30pm 
Next Finance meeting to be held on Monday 19th January at 7.30 pm 
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.55 pm
           


  ………………………………......  
Signed by Chairman Monday 2nd February 2026 	
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