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Minutes of Blunsdon’s sixteenth Parish Council Meeting of 2025/26 held on Monday 1st December 2025 at 7.30pm. This meeting was held at Blunsdon Village Hall.   
Cllr Members Present:   Cllrs Ian Jankinson (IJ), Jim Tayler (JT), Ian Selwood (IS), Peter Hughes (PH), Sandra Keates (SK), Kingsley Poulton (KP), Paul Weston (PW)
Ward Councilors Present: None                                                       
Members of Public - 2
Officers:   Debbie Braiden (Clerk & RFO) & Claire Boles (Assistant Clerk)
_______________________________________________________________________________
25/205	 APOLOGIES:   
 Apologies received from Ward Councillors Manro & Weisinger and Cllr Gardiner.  
25/206	 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 1 There were no declarations of interest from councillors.
 2 No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary or non-pecuniary       
  interests were received, therefore, no requests for dispensation were made.  
25/207 RECESS 
1 Resident 1 reported that the trenches from the recent archaeological dig at the Rivan plant were back‑filled without a qualified person present to oversee the process. They understood this supervision to be a requirement. A photo and video will be provided to BPC.
The PC would like to know, should Rivan receive a grant based around carbon capture, would Swindon Borough Council benefit from that grant?
This would have a significant impact upon the planning decision associated with the development. 
The PC should address this question with the relevant  Cabinet Member within the BC.  

Cllr Taylor added that when the Kingsdown site was under development, there were attendees in hi-vis jackets watching back filling of trenches.
25/208 UPDATES FROM WARD COUNCILLORS
There were no ward councillors present and no reports received.
25/209 MINUTES   
MINUTES from the Full Council Meeting 3rd November 2025  
1 The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 3rd November 25 were approved as a true record of the meeting, with Cllr Hughes proposing, seconded by Cllr Selwood – the minutes were duly signed by the Chairman (IJ).  
2   To review the Full Council action points for the above meeting 3rd November 2025.  
Ongoing – Items outside the control of BPC, awaiting update. 
In Progress – BPC actions in progress.                     
Complete – Action completed; item to be removed from the list. 
	No 
	Full Council Meeting Action points – actions for discussion 
	Assigned to: 
	Status: 

	1
	Community Building Car Charger: Cllr Keates advised that ‘Charge my Street’ are in contact with the insurance company with a quote for the repair, the claim should now start to be processed.  1/12/25 No updates available, SK to chase.
	Ward Cllr Keates 
	Ongoing 

	2
	Circular Garden at Cold Harbour: This area is covered within the Module in the contract, Cllr Tayler to inform Lee to action. MODULE 7 GM contract.  1/12/25 JT confirmed that only a cut had been made, no weeding had taken place which was due - JT & IS to hold another meeting with contractor.
	Cllr Tayler & Selwood 
	In Progress

	3
	Defibrillators: The casing for the pavilion defib has been installed, BFC to arrange for the defib to be moved into casing.
Clerk has emailed Rapid Response but not received a reply re-funding the MUGA defib.
	Cllr Tayler
Clerk
	In Progress

	4
	Footpaths, The Haul Road: Campaign for road closure.  SBC to re-visit site now the temporary closure is reopened. The proposed development of Tadpole will affect the request to close the road. The 49 homes in Kingsdown will mean changes to the traffic lights at Cold Harbour, then affecting proposals towards The Haul Road. A response is due from SBC on Section 106 Claim. NG confirmed staffing issues are being sorted. 1/12/25 Although no update has been provided, it was noted by Cllr Hughes that A419 directional signage had been sited on the Haul Road by SBC/Highways near the shop, however the road is not adopted by SBC – Cllr Jankinson to check with SBC
	Cllr Gardiner



Cllr Jankinson
	Ongoing

	5
	Openreach: on behalf of Virgin O2 are carrying out groundwork throughout the village to provide broadband to residents.  Project to be monitored. No reply has been received on project updates from contractors. 1/12/25 C/Fwd.

	Cllr Selwood 
	Ongoing 

	6
	High Street Path repairs: SBC job reference E30409 – Started but not complete.  3/11/25 They’ve missed a patch of it around the utility access points down towards the church.  Also, the part towards the Blunsdon House, the narrow single path opposite the bungalows.  To report again with specific instructions and pinpoint positions. Added 10/11 Reference numbers with SBC E31353 & E31354 1/12/25 C/Fwd
	Cllr Hughes
A/Clerk

	Ongoing 

	7 
	Traffic/footpaths: SBC are expecting an increase in funding to assist with cycling & walking schemes. We still want the footpaths to be improved to the school and the surgery. Also see AP no. 4 above. 1/12/25 An update was provided to IJ to say the SBC would allow access to S106 funds for pathways to school, bus stop etc in order to help with the 80 new homes project currently being reviewed.
	Cllr Jankinson   
	Ongoing 

	8
	Kingsdown Development: S106 form still to be signed. Current Reserve Matters Plan not acceptable. 1/12/25 Teams meeting booked for Wednesday to discuss further with SBC Tim Thomas and team.
	Cllr Jankinson  
	Ongoing 

	9
	[bookmark: _Int_yj3rIcbS]Electric Speed Sign: Await copy report on the traffic survey. IJ and P.Martlew to meet to discuss plans for Ermin Street, and update on Blunsdon Hill report.  IJ chasing Philip re Ermin Street.  PH confirmed next stage is the traffic survey report, but this has not yet been received & he will chase Martin. 1/12/25 Clerk to provide to IJ contact for Highways for post permissions. Cllr Hughes has reviewed details provided by Highworth TC on signage that reports data to provide to police, he is awaiting recommendation from Highways. IJ confirmed that planning permission for signage/post would need to be applied for.
	Cllr Jankinson
Cllr Hughes 
Clerk  
	Ongoing

	10
	Water Seepage: in the middle of the road on bend at Front Lane & Back Lane. Reported to Thames Water twice and SBC Cllr Gardiner to invite an officer from Highways to visit. IS raised concerns of inclement & freezing weather approaching which will create ice in this area.  1/12/25 Agreed annual occurrence C/Fwd
	Cllr Gardiner 


	Ongoing 

	11
	Council Garages: SBC will be carrying out an audit on all council garages in November; contact details have been provided to the Clerk & A/Clerk by (SW).   1/12/25 Neighbourhood warden had responded to say that she was currently under high workload, the report had been started but not completed, she was hoping for January completion. Additionally, delays were caused by residents not responding to her communication with regards to removing goods from the garages. A/Clerk to share feedback with Ward Cllr Wesiginer.
	Cllr S Weisinger
A/Clerk
	On Going

	12
	Heating at BVH has been adjusted, although the operational setup remains challenging. It’s recommended that costings and suitability for installing a HIVE system, including provision for two thermostats and a hub, be researched. IJ reported, there's only one boiler for the complete system. There's no thermostat in the building. The heating is either on or off.  
The electrician recommended a controller, not necessarily a hive, but a Wi-Fi controller, that the caretakers could use remotely on the heating system by adding a thermostat in the small hall ladies' toilet as that's the coolest area.  Two advantages a) no frost, and b) we could set the to the temperature that we think is appropriate.
Negative is it will control the building as a whole & not as individual zones. It would require a data cable from the router in the main hall, out through to the exterior wall where it comes in, along the back of the hall, up over the apex roof, and back in through the vent into the boiler room to connect to provide a strong line switch.  IS asked for a tamper proof thermostat in the ladies’ toilet.
This way would rely on nobody touching the thermostatic valves on the radiators.  For frost control the suggestion was we set it at 12 degrees for continuous, and then the caretaker can boost it remotely for bookings as and when.  It was noted a wireless system that could differentiate zoning heating would be expensive. 1/12/25 The heating controls were approved as recorded in the minutes.
	Cllr Jankinson
	In progress

	13
	Grounds maintenance update:
A meeting will take place this week to discuss all items on the schedule that have been part completed or not completed. All works have been put on hold currently. It is noted that with the absence of the Ops Manager the schedule/reconciliation of works has not been in place, causing invoice queries and missed jobs.

a. Items for review should include
Road Sweeping/leaf clearing (It was noted that SBC have done some streets in Blunsdon today, it is unknown if any more will be done at this stage)

b. Grass Cutting, Weeding, Hedge Trimming

c. Module 7 of GM contract - weeding of ornamental flower beds to be completed soon.  1/12/25 Meeting due this week to discuss

d. RFO to check why we are over budget on both agreed GM items and additional items. To check charge received on both leaf clearing and road sweeping as this is one of the same.

e. Cutting of cemetery has not taken place before winter, is this an outstanding item on the GM contract?

f. Leaf clearing at Ponting Close and other streets are becoming a safety issue in wet weather due to leaves on pathways.
	Cllrs Tayler / Selwood /RFO








	In progress

	14
	Pavilion refurb - The RFO should contact Kevin Small at SBC regarding possible funding.  IJ to obtain quotes.  1/12/25 There are two contractors quoting, quotes not yet received.
	Cllr Jankinson
	In progress

	15
	Ermin St – Legal costs of £1500 paid.  Cllr Jankinson will explore potential funding avenues to help mitigate this cost with SBC. 1/12/25 Although funding is not available, the Local Council Forum with SBC will provide example costings guide of what a parish should be charged for all services.
	Cllr Jankinson
	In progress

	16
	MUGA Water connection: The clerk confirmed that Thames Water have confirmed the costs for the water connection to be correct.  IJ to speak to a TWA contact and report back. 1/12/25 Cllr Gardiner to obtain contact for alternative water supply.
	Clerk & Cllr Jankinson & Gardiner
	

	17
	Pavilion – electrical jobs
1) Pavilion Electrical Building Safety Test Certificate. 1/12/25 to be arranged
2) Pavilion – PAT testing for appliances. 1/25/25 Cllr Tayler liaising with BFC to remove all own goods that do not require PAT testing first.
	Cllr Tayler
	

	18
	MUGA – To site a portable toilet for users. P/O raised, await delivery on prepared area adjacent to green storage container.
	Cllr Tayler
	

	New Action points from these minutes 1/12/25

	19
	H&S - Outside PIR required on left hand entrance above front door for Village Hall
	Cllr Tayler
	

	Action points closed from these minutes 1/12/25

	
	Signage for winter: Obtain quotes for signage at all facilities for slippery surface warning signs. 1/12/25 All signage received and with Cllr Taylor to erect.
	
	Complete

	
	Minute Recording System: Clerk to contact Cllr Manro regarding recording meeting minute system that is used at Haydon Wick. 1/12/25 RFO confirmed this action is not required.
	
	Complete

	
	Ermin Street: The extra costs for legal fees were questioned by PH – following discussions all approved for the extra works to be carried out as requested by the project manager, Oliver: for £2400 plus £150 for separate works. 1/12/25 RFO confirmed paid.
	
	Complete

	
	MUGA container – Clerk to chase contractor for the lock. Received.
	
	Complete

	
	Community Building: Contractor turned up on site to carry out the flush of the system, but the 2nd person failed to turn up.  This has been paid in advance, Clerk to chase contractor for breach of contract.  1/12/25 Cllr Keates confirmed service completed and reports would be sent to RFO.
	
	Complete

	
	Pavilion – Quotes for pavilion on action point 17
	
	Complete

	
	Pavilion lighting – PIR exterior lamp installations completed
	
	Complete

	
	Pavilion cleaning – A self-employed cleaner is currently managing all cleaning at the pavilion; he is liaising directly with the football clubs to tie in with schedules. Cllr Taylor confirmed he will carry out checks when on site.
	
	Complete

	
	Resident report of brambles adjacent to Premier Inn border/path. BPC to write to Premier Inn directly and request clearing the area. Completed - 3/11/25 Premier Inn has completed their part.  SBC land still to do – A/Clerk to report to SBC. 1/12/25 SBC works completed.
	
	Complete

	
	Office supplies: create a list of works and equipment required for the new office; this has been added to the FC meeting action points.
	
	Complete

	
	Minute Recording System: Clerk to contact Cllr Manro regarding recording meeting minute system that is used at Haydon Wick. 1/12/25 RFO confirmed that the current recording system in place was satisfactory; all attendees are aware of recording taking place at meetings; the recordings are deleted once minutes have been completed.
	
	Complete

	
	Water streaming across High Street: down to Hunts Hill – water is running over the gullies as they are not dealing with capacity in this area – 1/12/25 Now cleared, a blocked pipe was the cause.
	
	Complete

	
	Village Hall Wi-Fi Clerk to contact BT to fix.  Also to request a quote for a new phone and Wi-Fi at the office. 1/12/25 All completed, new code BlunsdonParish2025
	
	Complete



25/210 PLANNING  
1. Planning decisions advised by Swindon BC were noted:
Application Number: S/HOU/25/1045/BURGES
Proposal: Demolition of existing garage, erection of one and half storey side/rear extension (proposed).
Site Address: 17 Turnpike Road, Blunsdon Swindon SN26 7EA
Comments: Granted

2. New application deposited from Swindon Borough Council for comments
None received.

3.   Correspondence on Planning

Questions were asked direct to an Archaeology Advisor to Swindon Borough Council regarding S/25/0809 - Rivan planning application. Questions and responses are as follows:

Is the archaeological organisation undertaking the work an approved or accredited contractor, and if so, under which body?
Yes, they are a member of the Charted Institute for Field Archaeologists (CIFA). Also, we are monitoring the quality of the work they are doing and quality of the report that will come out in due course, I am a full member of the same professional institute
Do we have a confirmed date for when the outcome report will be available?
No confirmed date yet, we expect it in next 2-3 weeks
Will the Parish Council automatically receive a copy of the final report, or will we need to request it?
The report will be loaded to the planning portal once approved by us. You can request a copy from the planning team after that
Do the locations of the trenches correspond with the proposed bases or footprint of the planned container units?
The trenches were spread out in the area of the development where solar panels and other related infrastructure will be places and also focused on possible features identified in the geophysical survey undertaken prior to the trenching. An area with known archaeological remains has already been excluded on the area to be developed.
Can you confirm that the findings from the dig will be updated on the planning portal?
Yes
Has any significant material, structure, or evidence been uncovered that may require further investigation or preservation?
We will wait to see the full results of the evaluation to answer this
Will the results be shared with Historic England or any other heritage body, and are they expected to comment?
The results will be shared publicly via the Historic Environment Record (HER) in due course. I do not know if Historic England have been consulted on this planning application. As there is no Scheduled Monument in the immediate vicinity, I assume they have probably not been


Planning Consultation – Application S/OUT/19/0467
A request was received from SBC regarding updates to documents for application S/OUT/19/0467. SBC asked whether BPC wished to add any further comments to their planning response now that additional information is available on the system. The council confirmed they will be attending the Planning Committee meeting at SBC and maintain their objection.

It was noted that Cllr Jankinson would be attending the Planning Committee meeting on 9th December regarding:

Application S/HOU/25/1155. Loft conversion with increased roof pitch and roof lights. Site Address: 72 High Street, Blunsdon.

Application Ref: S/HOU/25/1193, Description: Erection of a two-storey front extension and 4no. pitched dormers to side. Site Address: 13A Turnpike Road, Blunsdon. Following discussion and noting that the application has previously been approved and that past objections had not had effect, the decision was taken to withdraw the Parish Council’s objection. All agreed but Cllr Hughes who abstained.

TPO-2025-01
A Tree Preservation Order (TPO-2025-01) consultation was received from SBC regarding a collection of five ash trees and five sycamore trees located at the rear hedge on Chapel Hill, of Orchard House on Hunts Hill, Blunsdon.
Cllr Jankinson reported that he had spoken with the resident who had expressed concerns about the size of the trees and had requested a reduction.  Cllr Jankinson will forward the resident's comments to SBC.

Both residents left at this point.

25/211 FACILITIES

1) Village Hall – 
a. WIFI router and signal has now been rectified after a call out from BT  
b. H&S - Outside PIR required on left hand entrance above front door – Added as action point 19.
c. Boiler Room Storage – it was agreed that cleaning products should not be stored in the boiler room, a handle and lock has been fitted to the large kitchen cupboard for use by the cleaner. The key for the boiler room should be handed back to Cllr Tayler and access should be restricted.  
d. It was approved for the quote of £1200 for controls of the heating system.                      
2) Grounds Maintenance & Open Spaces – see notes in action point 13.
3) Community Building – Cllr Keates informed all that the shop was looking at getting a quote for a light repair and repair to immersion heater for hot water, it was confirmed all quotes should come to BPC for approval. An application to increase the number of Lock Up lockers outside the village shop will be received shortly.
4) Cemetery & allotments - no updates.
5) Pavilion, Recreation Ground & Play areas
· Pavilion Cleaning has been taken on by a self-employed cleaner.
· ROSPA inspections have been carried out on play areas, await quotes for repairs.
6) Holiday cover required for Ops Manager (JT) for 12-23rd December – Karen and her husband will cover JT absence, Cllr Jankinson will assist where required.
7) MUGA
a. MUGA Sweeping decide on MUGA sweeping equipment options.  To be discussed at GM meeting on Wednesday.
b. It was approved for the fee of £217.61 to register the office address with Gazetteer.
c. An access control meeting with contractor has taken place, this is an action point on the Finance meeting, an update should be available for the meeting on the 15th of December.
d. The portable toilet has been ordered and delivery due.

25/212 POLICIES
1 TPO model order planning - see notes under planning section for TPO-2025-01
2 The Health and Safety Policy was approved by all.                                                                                              
3 IT Policy was discussed and the option of using the government version was preferred, the Clerk will re-issue for the next meeting.             
4 CIL Grant Policy – to claim outstanding CIL funds, the policy must be completed, this consists of the Clerk completing the policy and uploading it on the website.  All approved the policy.
5 The following meeting dates were approved for 2026 as per the following and will be added to Bookings calendar in advance:  
Full Council Dates – 5th January, 2nd February, 2nd March, Tuesday - 7th April, Tuesday 5th May, 1st June, 6th July, 3rd August, 7th September, 5th October, 2nd November & 7th December.  
Finance Meetings – 19th January, 16th February, 16th March, 20th April, 18th May, 15th June, 20th July, 17th August, 21st September, 19th October, 16th November & 21st December.
25/213	CORRESPONDENCE 
· A request has been received for a memorial tree in the village; it was agreed rather than a tree that has ongoing maintenance costs a bench option would be offered as an alternative.
· Oliver has provided a contact of a line painter; the Clerk will contact to see what cost would be involved for remarking the car park at the village hall.
25/214 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC 
The public had already left the meeting.
25/215 STAFFING 
The recent notice in the village news formed part of a wider recruitment communication, with events taking over quicker than we thought, and before the village news advert went out.  Therefore, we were able to use submissions already received with a course of interviews already taken place last week. We were keen for someone to start as soon as possible to assist existing caretaker.

Last Thursday we identified a candidate with whom we are progressing to appointment. Therefore, accordingly, no further applications are being considered at this stage, unless the appointment is not accepted.

25/216 PARISH MATTERS
1 Oaks at 80 Project – the preferred site would be the top right-hand side of the new cemetery plot.

2 Traveller Site – The site location will be revisited as new developments commence in 2026, ensuring community needs and planning considerations are addressed.
Recent Disruption: Delivery of a mobile home to the site caused disruption in the area, noted by residents and officers.
Enforcement Officer Update: An order has been placed on the travellers camp. The officer raised concerns regarding large deliveries to Kingsdown Nursery, particularly the use of heavy goods vehicles.  Given that this road/area is a designated walking route for recreational use, further updates from enforcement officers are anticipated, suggesting maybe a 7.5t weight limit on Kingsdown Lane.

Chapel Hill – Cllr Hughes shared two residents' concerns on the patch repairs on Chapel Hill; the numerous repairs have allowed a gully to form which the water runs down. It has been reported to SBC, but no work has been carried out. The road is marked as un-suitable for vehicles but is a road that is used to access properties. Cllr Hughes to inform Ward Cllr Manro and to advise resident to attend Ward Councillors surgery meetings to share concerns.

25/217 KEY MESSAGES FOR MAGAZINE/FACEBOOK/WEB 

There is no magazine for January 2026. Updates for the Facebook page should include:
Date of ward councillors meeting.
Vacant allotment plot at 14 Minerva.
Fixed water leak on High Street.
Regular updates on who to contact for SBC repairs, such as path and road repairs.


25/218 CLOSE & SUMMONS TO ATTEND NEXT MEETING 
It is noted item 218 was missing from the agenda index.  Next month’s Full Council meeting to be held Monday 5th January 2026 at 7.30pm 
Next Finance meeting to be held on Monday 15th December 2025 at 7.30 pm 
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.40pm
           


  ………………………………......  
Signed by Chairman 5th January 2026 	
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