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Minutes of Blunsdon’s Thirteenth Parish Council Meeting of 2025/26 held on Monday 20 October 2025 at 7.30pm. This meeting was held at Blunsdon Village Hall.   
Cllr Members Present:   Ian Selwood (IS), Peter Hughes (PH), Paul Weston (PW), Sandra Keates (SK), Martin Nash (MN) Acting Chairman
Ward Councilors Present: None                                                             
Members of Public - None
Officers:   Claire Boles (A/Clerk) (CB) Debbie Braiden (Clerk & RFO)
_______________________________________________________________________________
25/166	 APOLOGIES:   
Apologies received from Cllrs Ian Jankinson (IJ), Jim Tayler (JT), Nick Gardiner (NG), Kingsley Poulton (KP), Ward Cllr Weisinger & Ward Cllr Manro.  NOTE: Cllr Nash Deputy Chairman chaired the meeting.

25/167	 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 1 No declarations of interest were received.
 2 No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary or non-pecuniary       
  interests were received, therefore, no requests for dispensation were made.  
25/168 RECESS – No public present.
25/169 MINUTES   
MINUTES FROM 15th September 2025 FINANCE MEETING  
1. Proposed by Cllr Weston, seconded by Cllr Hughes, all agreed they be accepted as a true record the minutes were approved and signed by MN the Vice Chairman.  
2. REVIEW ACTION POINTS FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
Ongoing – Items outside the control of BPC, awaiting update. 
In Progress – BPC actions in progress.                     
Complete – Action completed; item to be removed from the list. 
	
	Finance Meeting Action Points – actions for discussion on 20th October
	
	

	1
	Staff review policies and all policies: amendments required to suit BPC staff.
	RFO 
	In progress 

	2
	Cemetery – To review: 
a. New Software (NG)
b. New mapping software (NG) 
c. Parish On-line mapping (RFO)
d. Scanning historic books (NG)
To use Karen as an extra resource for scanning.
e. Transcribing books onto database (NG)
f. Join ICCM and training (RFO & A/Clerk)
It was agreed under finance approval for Cllr Gardiner to receive ICCM training.

	Cllr Gardiner, RFO & A/Clerk 
	In progress 

	3
	MUGA Entry System: Cllr Taylor to request that Slatters provide details of suitable entry system that may have link to lighting system. It is noted the lights are timed to go off at 9.15 pm therefore bookings to 9 pm only.
Cllr Jankinson to research App based control box for key.
RFO still awaiting update from LB on key access system.
	Cllr Tayler , Cllr Jankinson
	All items In Progress


	4
	GM Contract & Mapping: Meeting booked 30/10 to:
a. Add the approved quotes for £50 on to main GM contract & mapping for extra verges along High St.  
b. Add square bin to Hyde Road to mapping. 
c. Add allotments to mapping.
	RFO & A/C
	In Progress 

	5
	Tree report: from Cotswold Tree Surgeon completed, awaiting receipt of report.
	A/Clerk / RFO
	In Progress

	6
	PC office build/unit: Invoice paid for 50%. Delivery is due at the end of October - 2nd invoice will be received shortly ready for delivery date.

	RFO
	In Progress
	

	7
	Daikin boiler: Power flush and valve change, date to be agreed. Cost of £824 + Vat agreed on agenda item 25/171/18 – members confirmed happy with one quote as a specialized job with the contractor being familiar with system.  Cllr Keates confirmed more work required with ducting in the back of the café she will ask for a quote.
	Cllr Keates
	In Progress
	

	8
	BFC meeting action / Formal Hire Agreement: Update hire agreement allowing for any cleaning changes and including storage container.  
Exterior lamps still to be fitted.
	RFO
MN & JT
	In Progress
	

	9
	BFC meeting action/ Access explore alternative entry system for pavilion instead of keys.  Deferred and wait until refurb.
	
	Deferred
	

	10
	BFC meeting action/ Formal hire agreement the updated hire agreement is being reviewed by IJ prior to sending to clubs.
	Cllr Jankinson
	In Progress
	

	11
	Trade Accounts: Edmunson & Jewson accounts now open - still to open Wickes account
	RFO
	In Progress
	

	12
	Storage containers: Delivery of the two containers due 22/10, Cllr Nash to request that resident's cars be moved to allow access.
	Cllrs Nash Tayler
	In Progress
	

	13
	Land Registry Copse: Apply for land registry ownership (previously applied in 1992). The land has been maintained for 20 years
	RFO
	In Progress

	14
	Land Registry Linley Road Area: Apply for land registry ownership.
	RFO
	In Progress

	15
	JADO – Maintenance log for parishes to log jobs with SBC. SBC are revising the system.
	A/Clerk
	In Progress

	16
	GM Module Update: It was noted that Lee has purchased a ride on street sweeper which can collect leaves, wash gullies and sweep, he is already using it in Wanborough. Based on this, the Leaf Cleaning Module within the GM Contract should be amended accordingly to include in front of church and social housing – to reflect this change and cost? IS to chase for cost.
	RFO/
Cllr IS
	In Progress

	17
	Seeding - at Linley Road Play Area: Quotes to be obtained
	Cllr Taylor
	In Progress

	18
	Support for MUGA Defibrillator Cllr Jankinson to ask Barry Compton on possible support for additional Defibrillator at MUGA. RFO to ask Rachel who provided the shop Defibrillator and was it funded.
It should be noted that the current cost of a new defib from the BHF is £1667.99, this should be put on hold until funding is sourced. A sign should be sited at the MUGA to advise where alternative defibrillators are based in the village.
	Cllr Jankinson / RFO
A/Clerk
	In Progress

	19
	Defibrillator at PAVILION – Order defibrillator case, cost was agreed on agenda item 25/171/13 £590 inc vat
	A/Clerk
	In Progress

	
	Actions confirmed as COMPLETE, to be removed on next minutes
	 
	 

	
	Headstones: Check with GM if qualified for headstone checking (A/Clerk)
Reported at last meeting that GM is not qualified but has experience.

	
	Complete

	
	BFC meeting action / Access:    It was agreed to defer & close this action based on future discussions regarding options for pavilion refurbing/overhaul.

	
	Complete
	

	
	BFC meeting / Lighting: 2 PIR motion/timer external lights to be sourced. Internal bulbs have been purchased, will be fitted over next few weeks.
	
	Moved to FC 3/11/25
	

	
	NEW Actions from these minutes – 
	
	
	

	
	Pavilion refurbishment/improvements – Add to projects under Finance Meeting’s agenda.
	A/Clerk
	
	



25/170 PLANNING  
 1. To receive and note planning decisions advised by Swindon BC
           
 Application Ref: S/25/0865/BURG - Granted
            Erection of 1 no. Dwelling and associated works
             At: Bluebells, 17 Kingsdown Lane, Blunsdon

2. To consider and agree comments upon new applications deposited from Swindon Borough Council for comment listed: 
Application Ref: S/25/0809 - REVISED PLANNING CONSULTATION
Erection of a temporary synthetic fuel facility, solar array and associated Infrastructure.
At: Land Off Little Rose Lane, Swindon
Comments:  Blunsdon Parish Council objects to planning application S/25/0809 (in addition to our previous objection) on the grounds of unresolved technical deficiencies, significant environmental and landscape harm, and unacceptable cumulative impacts on local infrastructure and amenity; we endorse residents’ objections on the SBC planning portal and note procedural failings including repeatedly shifted submission deadlines that hindered meaningful engagement. The proposal’s claimed temporary use is contradicted by a 30‑year operational life and permanent concrete infrastructure, the LVIA is flawed with incorrect ZTV dome heights, and the Landscape Architect records serious harm to LCA 12A (Thames Open Clay Vale), and no site‑specific justification has been provided for using greenfield land over brownfield alternatives. Operational carbon claims are optimistic and omit inefficiencies, fugitive gas leakage, fossil‑derived propane and embodied construction carbon, so a Whole Life Carbon Assessment is required; key safety (HAZOP, DSEAR), noise, archaeological and ecological surveys remain incomplete or deferred, emergency services and statutory consultees have raised objections, and highway works (including a Section 278) are unresolved. The application also fails to assess impacts on the recently approved Little Rose Lane Farm workers’ accommodation and resident concerns over public health risks from fugitive emissions and waste overflow; we therefore request an immediate pause and restart of the process, completion of all outstanding assessments, referral to Planning Committee for full public scrutiny, and rejection of the application in its current form unless and until the identified deficiencies are fully addressed.
Application Ref: S/HOU/25/1193 
Description: Erection of a two-storey front extension and 4no. pitched dormers to side. 
Site Address: 13A Turnpike Road, Blunsdon, Swindon SN26 7EA    
Comments: It was requested that an extension be issued from SBC due to no public access to the planning portal – this will now be on the agenda for 3rd November.
3.   Correspondence from SBC 
S/HOU/25/1155 – 72 High Street, Blunsdon
Proposal: Loft conversion with increased roof pitch and roof lights.
Correspondence has been received from Swindon Borough Council (SBC) regarding the above application. SBC, having considered the application and being minded to approve it, has requested confirmation as to whether Blunsdon Parish Council (BPC) still wishes for the application to be referred to the Planning Committee.
It was confirmed that BPC’s original objections remain, and therefore the Council requests that the application proceeds to the SBC Planning Committee for determination.

S/HOU/25/0861 – White Cottage, Broadbush
Proposal: Erection of a single-storey side extension.
Correspondence has been received from Swindon Borough Council (SBC) confirming that an appeal has been lodged by the applicant following the Council’s objection to the proposal.

25/171 Finance & Policies

1) The payments list for £61,971.95 from 18/09/25 – 22/10/25 was approved.
2) The income received during 18/09/25   - 22/10/25 was £73,546.67 and made up of 2nd half precept plus annual interest.  These were approved.     
3) The Monthly Regular Payments List was approved.
4) The bank reconciliations up to 31/10/25 was approved.
5) Santander Bank – To reconfirm that Rachel Smith & Michael Compton should be removed as signatories from the Santander Major Account (ending 2523) with Debbie Braiden, Claire Boles (MN was approved) to be added as new signatories.  All correspondence should be sent direct to the Clerk’s home address in Fairford, with Rachel Smith’s address being removed at Turnpike Road, all amendments were approved.
6) Requirements for the next financial year budget were discussed, it should be noted that the budget should include the increased costs paid for the GM Contract as per RFO report, including the module updates, ad-hoc work that was requested plus an estimated 20% increase. The maintenance costs for the MUGA are unknown, a budget to include all expected maintenance plus spare funds should be considered.  The RFO confirmed that there would be available funding for the Pavilion of approximately £120k to £134k dependant on the completion costs of the MUGA.  She also reported that the budget was low for the remaining part of the year for the Grounds Maintenance Contract and non-contracted works.
7) The release of S106 monies S/OUT/17/1032, Land at Hill Cottage, for £64,767.37 – the monies are for outdoor sport facilities, for providing sports facilities for a mix of summer and winter sports, playing pitches and non-pitch sports including sports pavilion with changing facilities function room and storage, car parking & ancillary works to be provided at Blunsdon Recreation Ground, was approved to refurb the pavilion.
8) The quote from Robert Heath Plumbing (being an associate of Daikin) for £824 plus vat, for flushing of heating system at Community Building was approved.  Only one quote requested as the Council are happy & agree that the contractor is specialised & familiar with this system. This has been added as an action point.
9) Pavilion Refurbishment/Project Initiation and Financial Overview – the use of S106, £64,767 plus the reserve would allow £134,438.73 (if no other money for MUGA is required) to be allocated to the refurbishment project of the pavilion, however all areas of sport as per the S106 terms should be considered.  Next steps to be determined and added as a new action point.
10) The purchase of a defibrillator for the MUGA at a cost of £1667.99 inc VAT, was not approved. Alternative funding or sponsorship should be sourced. It was agreed that BPC were not obliged to have a defib on site and there are two others in the village. This could be covered under the S106 funds. This has been added as an action point.
11) The following purchases for the pavilion were approved:
a) It was approved for the purchase of an external lockable defib case which requires electric supply with heating for £590 inc VAT from British Heart Foundation for the Football Club defib.  To note & confirm the Football Club still maintain and keep the responsibility for this defibrillator at the Pavilion. This has been added as an action point to Full Council meeting.
b) It was approved for the purchase of signage for the building – Sign 1: Remove boots before entering, Sign 2: No toilet access via front door (arrow left), Sign 3: Wipe feet before entering, Sign 4: No smoking sign for front door - £30.28 inc VAT.
25/172 POLICIES The following new policies were reviewed and approved:
1) Financial Risk Assessment Policy
2) Financial Internal Controls Policy
3) Equality and Diversity Policy
25/173 PROJECTS/FACILITIES:
1 MUGA:
a) Office delivery due 28/10/25, Cllr Nash to carry out Risk Assessment for the office use.
b) Electric connection and floodlights are completed; the floodlights are on a timer system to    go off at 9.15pm.  The quote received for the electric supply to the office at £481.40 was approved members were happy with one quote due to time and delays; they felt this quote to be reasonable for the work detailed.
c) Lemon Booking system is fully working after sorting inital glitches.  

RFO reported that the final certificate of £17573.18 has been received and this was approved for payment.  The Earmarked Reserves for the MUGA remaining was £44k which will help cover the final certificate payment £17k, the Thames Water connection £14k and the second half of the office £19k payment due soon.
2 ERMIN STREET:
The project is on schedule; regular updates received from Oliver.
Approval confirmed for invoices to be paid with RFO, Project Manager (Oliver), and Chairman sign-off.  Invoices to be listed retrospectively at the next Finance Meeting with all payments made from S106 specifically earmarked reserves for Ermin Street.
3 CEMETERY DIGITALISING:
a) ICCM training approved for Cllr Gardiner at £90.
b) No update was received from NG on new system and cloud storage protections due to Cllr Gardiner being absent.


25/174	CORRESPONDENCE 
Resident suggestion for Villager of the year award – A/Clerk to respond confirming that the Council recognises all volunteers collectively and does not wish to single out individuals. The Parish Council values and relies on the community’s collective spirit, and the pride residents take in their village.
25/175 PARISH MATTERS
Cllr Hughes confirmed that the abandoned car near council garages is still there despite being reported. CID officers have also been visiting the area carrying out an inspection.
Cllr Hughes to provide details to A/Clerk for resident in Holdcroft Close re dumping of garden waste.
Cllr Hughes confirmed that there are still footpath concerns which have not been sorted by SBC/Highways.
Cllr Selwood has a meeting at the MUGA to discuss/review levels for office unit.
Clerk confirmed that we have no cleaner for the pavilion currently; alternative cleaning is being reviewed.
A/Clerk updated all on the hall booking from the weekend that had gone into extended unagreed time causing Cllr Tayler to still be on site at 12.30. After discussion it was agreed based on several factors that bookings should not be allowed past 10.30pm.  To add to next agenda for approval.
Community First Responder was not discussed.
NOTE: At the end of tonight’s meeting, Vice‑Chair Martin Nash tendered his intentions to resign.

25/176 KEY MESSAGES FOR MAGAZINE/FACEBOOK/WEB 

· The copse has been cleared at the expense of the parish council – Please note no rubbish/leaves or garden waste should be dumped in this area.
· Vegetation/growth on roads and overhang on paths etc are not the responsibility of the Parish Council.  Residents should make complaints direct to Swindon Borough Council website.
· Resignation of Vice-Chair Martin Nash.

 25/177 CLOSE & SUMMONS TO ATTEND NEXT MEETING 
Next month’s Full Council meeting to be held Monday 3rd November 2025 at 7.30pm 
Next Finance meeting to be held on Monday 17th November 2025 at 7.30 pm 
There being no further business the Vice-Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9pm
           
 



 ………………………………......  
Signed by Chairman 17th November 2025   
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	Date Paid
	Payee Name
	Reference
	Amount Paid
	Authorized Ref
	Transaction Detail

	18/09/2025
	Spot On Supplies (Cleaning)Ltd
	BACS161
	7.66
	REGULAR OCT 
20
	12250266 INV pav MOPS

	18/09/2025
	Spot On Supplies (Cleaning)Ltd
	BACS162
	83.44
	REGULAR OCT 
20
	12245830 INV vh SACKS

	18/09/2025
	Spot On Supplies (Cleaning)Ltd
	BACS163
	40.49
	REGULAR OCT 20
	[bookmark: _Int_oZyGWnsQ]12244259 INVOICE

	18/09/2025
	Bath Land Management
	BACS164
	7,231.88
	sEP 15 MEET
	bLUNSDON PC005 ERMIN ST

	18/09/2025
	Saunders Metals LTD
	BACS165
	240.00
	REGULAR OCT 
20
	019614 INV

	18/09/2025
	QUBE Containers Ltd
	BACS176
	144.00
	1st September -
20/10
	BLU004 Doc no. 0000002619

	22/09/2025
	Gocardless Limited
	BACS190
	0.01
	RFO for system setup
	TEST payment to create system

	26/09/2025
	Liza's Easy Cleaning Services
	BACS169
	115.00
	REGULAR 20 
Oct
	Sept cleans pavilion

	26/09/2025
	DON ROGERS
	BACS170
	56.26
	OCT 20
	ij - PLAQUE M COMPTON

	26/09/2025
	QUBE Containers Ltd
	BACS177
	6,066.00
	1 Sept - 20/10/25
	BLU004 0000002619DOC

	29/09/2025
	Everflow water
	DD172
	142.17
	REGULAR 20 Oct
	4731465 invoice

	30/09/2025
	REF 3
	BACS166
	1,394.93
	REGULAR oct  
20
	REF 3 Sept

	30/09/2025
	REF 1
	BACS167
	1,877.04
	REGULAR 20 
OCT
	REF 1 SEPT

	30/09/2025
	REF 6
	BACS168
	396.15
	REGULAR 20 
OCT
	REF 6 SEPT

	01/10/2025
	Gallagher Arthur J Insurance
	BACS175
	8,544.55
	Oct 20
	548923146 inv insurance 25/26

	01/10/2025
	Hayley Seagroatt
	BACS178
	728.58
	REGULAR Oct 20
	cleans Sept VH

	01/10/2025
	Spot On Supplies (Cleaning)Ltd
	BACS179
	63.85
	REGULAR 20 Oct
	12251964 inv

	08/10/2025
	Hills Waste Solutions Ltd
	BACS181
	181.32
	REGULAR
	P988352 inv Sept VH waste

	09/10/2025
	Allbuild and Landscaping Serv
	BACS182
	3,927.00
	REGULAR OCT 20
	3314 inv August GM

	09/10/2025
	Allbuild and Landscaping Serv
	BACS183
	72.00
	REGULAR
	3324 inv Bin at Pav AUG

	09/10/2025
	LIDL
	BACS184
	6.99
	OCT 20
	KC-Receipts clean consumableVH

	09/10/2025
	Gorse Hill Shoe Repairs & Key
	BACS185
	5.00
	OCT 20
	KC-Receipt Key MUGA for SChool

	09/10/2025
	Swindon Borough Council
	BACS187
	1,500.00
	Oct 6
	280238657 inv Legal Ermin St

	09/10/2025
	MFG PENHILL SERVICE 
	BACS188
	25.05
	OCT 20
	JT - RECEIPT FUEL FOR MOWER ET

	13/10/2025
	Corona Energy
	DD0189
	97.86
	REGULAR OCT 
20
	0003149355 INV PAV ELECTRIC

	13/10/2025
	Operations Account
	TOP UP DB
	1,000.00
	
	TOP UP for OPS account

	15/10/2025
	BRITISH GAS LITE
	DD174
	169.04
	REGULAR 20 0ct Sept Electric VH

	15/10/2025
	Liza's Easy Cleaning Services
	BACS180
	213.50
	REGULAR
	Part Oct cleans VH & Pav

	16/10/2025
	Emergency Security Services
	BACS192
	98.40
	Oct 20
	72264 inv Muga & play park

	16/10/2025
	Southern Forestry
	BACS193
	5,000.00
	Oct 20
	11682 inv Ermin St bulbs 7000

	16/10/2025
	GreenBlue Urban
	BACS196
	15,888.20
	Oct 20
	SO-54683 Ermin St tree pits

	16/10/2025
	Institute of Cemetery & Cremat
	BACS197
	62.00
	OCT 20
	20080 INV ICCM SUBSCRIPTION

	16/10/2025
	Wiltshire Pension Fund
	BACS198
	1,064.26
	REGULAR oct 20 For September pensions

	16/10/2025
	Swinon Dial A Ride
	BACS199
	65.00
	Oct 20
	13298 inv 8/10/25 goldengather

	16/10/2025
	Robert Heath Heating Ltd
	BACS200
	1,043.98
	OCT20
	822F63EC-0153 cafe heat flush

	22/10/2025
	PATA UK
	BACS171
	116.15
	REGULAR
	2ND QUARTER CALCS

	22/10/2025
	Institute of Cemetery & Cremat
	BACS186
	324.00
	OCT 20
	20130
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	Date Paid	Payee Name	Reference
	Amount Paid Authorized Ref	Transaction Detail
	

	22/10/2025	Allbuild and Landscaping Serv	BACS194
	3,627.00 GM CONTRACT 3337 INVOICE OCT REG
	

	22/10/2025	Allbuild and Landscaping Serv	BACS195
	72.00 REGULAR	3347 INV REC BIN SEPT
	


Total Payments [image: ]

	
	
	


List of Payments made between 18/09/2025 and 22/10/2025
	Date Paid
	Payee Name
	Reference
	Amount Paid
	Authorized Ref
	Transaction Detail

	25/09/2025
	B&Q
	OPS032
	18.75
	Oct 20 - MUGA 
office
	2097568625 & 2096899533 invs

	25/09/2025
	Charles Watson Ironmongers Ltd
	OPS033
	48.93
	OCT 20
	Drain cover VHALL via B&Q shop

	25/09/2025
	Charles Watson Ironmongers Ltd
	OPS033
	0.01
	OCT 20 RFO 
correctio
	1p to add for invoice  (B&Q

	29/09/2025
	Screwfix
	OPS030
	101.03
	Sept meets - 
201025
	JT - items for new gate fixing

	30/09/2025
	Amazon EU
	OPS031
	14.98
	OCT 20
	JT CAPPING ENDS 10 PACK

	01/10/2025

320/10/25
	HPI Instant Ink

Screwfix
	OPS035

OPS034
	13.49

84.00

	REGULAR Oct 20
Oct 20th
	DB monthly print plan Sept

Caretakers PPE







Total Payments £281.19


TOTAL PAYMENTS  £61,971.95
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