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Minutes of Blunsdon’s Second Parish Council Meeting of 2026/27 was held on Monday 20th April 2026 at 7.30pm. This meeting was held at Blunsdon Village Hall.   
Cllr Members Present:   Ian Selwood (IS) ACTING CHAIRMAN, Peter Hughes (PH), Paul Weston (PW), Sandra Keates (SK) and Kingsley Poulton (KP)
Ward Councilors Present: None                                          
Members of Public: One
Officers:   Debbie Braiden (Clerk) Kate Egan (Finance Officer)
_________________________________________________________________________
26/14 APOLOGIES:   
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Ian Jankinson (IJ) & Nick Gardiner (NG)
Staff: Claire Boles – Deputy Clerk

26/15 – WELCOME
The Chairman welcomes the new Finance Officer, Kate Egan to the meeting and Council.  Kate did a brief introduction of her experience in local government.
26/16 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
1 None
2 No dispensations were requested or granted. 

26/17 RECESS – Former Cllr Tayler expressed his sincere thanks to fellow Members for their support throughout his time on the Council. He spoke of his experience, stating that he had enjoyed serving and valued the opportunities and support received. He advised that, considering the recent changes within the Council, he felt it was now the appropriate time to step down.  All members confirmed that Ex-Cllr Tayler had been a valued and respected Member of the Council and that his past contributions were very much appreciated and that he would be greatly missed.

26/18 MINUTES
1. MINUTES FROM 16th MARCH FINANCE MEETING  
RESOLVED: Proposed by Cllr Poulton & seconded by Cllr Hughes.  All agreed they be accepted as a true record and the minutes were approved and signed by (IS), Acting Chairman.  





2. REVIEW ACTION POINTS FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
· Ongoing – Items outside the control of BPC, awaiting update. 
· In Progress – BPC actions in progress.
· Complete – Action completed; item to be removed from the list. 

	Finance Meeting Action Points – for discussion 

	1
	MUGA - Systems
1. Lighting a quote from Christys on integration with Paxon system was received at £2828.65 plus VAT – 20/4 Clerk confirmed there were funds available in the EMR 327.  All approved to accept this quote on the provision it would work in line with Banham Paxton access system for which a p/o raised £5640 (awaiting confirmation on lights before issuing) PO to be sent to Christys.
2. Banham Alarm System quote – £967 (on hold)
3. Banham CCTV quote –£2350 (on hold)
4. WI-FI – BT/Open reach confirmed the line will go next to the garages and then fed accross to office, price to follow.  The Clerk explained there has been various delays with BT.  (IS) suggested cancelling the BT contract and using Starlink.  All approved for the clerk to try and cancel the BT contract.
5. Water connection – road access works commenced 21/4/26 to allow the plumber to attend on 22nd April.  A completion certificate will be provided to enable TWA to install a meter.
6.  Awaiting insurance cover quote for portable wc.
	



Cllr Tayler, A/Clerk

Clerk



Clerk
Clerk
	



In Progress






	2
	Daikin boiler: A Hayfield engineer attended to look at system, feedback was that the cooler would not reach the cafe area and an additional unit would be needed. Hayfield reset system to 10 degrees from 13. The shop is going to investigate possible fundraising of an additional unit if needed. 20/4 Clerk has obtained four quotes for additional air con units.  Funding required.
	Cllr Keates

Clerk
	In Progress

	3
	BFC meeting action / Formal Hire Agreement: Update hire agreement allowing for any cleaning changes and including storage container following meeting with BFC (arrange meeting) 20/4 c/f
	Clerk
Cllr Tayler
	In Progress

	4
	Land Registry Copse: Apply for land registry ownership (previously applied in 1992). The land has been maintained for 20 years. 20/4 C/Fwd.
	Cllr Jankinson
	In Progress

	5
	Land Registry Linley Road Area: Apply for (part of area) land registry ownership. 20/4 C/Fwd.
	Cllr Jankinson
	In Progress

	6
	Email accounts: The drivers have now been moved to a new MS business drive; Clerk needs to share access. Our domain has been requested from Parish online to set up all emails on Microsoft.  20/4 Historical emails have been saved, and we are close to cross over.
	Clerk
	In Progress

	7
	Completed copied to closed actions below.
	
	

	8
	MUGA sweeper: Now on site, training to be booked with Lee for Russell and Karen. 20/4 Clerk confirmed she had contacted supplier and they do not have any other brushes to fit this machine c/f until Slatters visit on 21st April – RW to enquire if Hyundai is suitable for our MUGA and will it damage the carpet.
	Cllr Jankinson
	In progress

	9
	ERMIN STREET – Further mini projects and actions 20/4 c/f
· To refurbish the Milestones in the village at Blunsdon Hill, Ermin/Turnpike, Paddocks & Broadbush.
· Install a new bench and bin on Blunsdon Hill, facing the view north, near the junction with the westbound footpath adj to the Chapel.  20/4 – Quotes received from Oliver.  Members want a spec for the ground works to invite GM contractor to quote.
· Interpretation board for the wildflowers.
· To scope out a centurion statue by the 3 concrete planters, High Street.
· IJ & IS to set date to review all planting meets standard that can be transferred over to contractor to maintain going forward, including plan for trees, watering, seed collection and redistribution.  
· Awaiting quotes from GM on cutting of wildflower area to 75cm.20/4 quote received from GM – (IS) requires frequency on quote.  £250 per verge cut & £1,950 per flail cut and seed gathering.
	Project Manager/ Clerk
	In progress

	10
	BVH Heating – Booking of plumber (Gough Heating) when preschool not on site to reverse the flow on boiler pump system. This should be around late April/May time. 20/4 c/fwd
	Cllr Tayler
	In Progress

	NEW ACTIONS from these minutes

	11
	Seeding - at Linley Road car park & play area: A quote will be required in the Spring.
	Clerk
	In progress

	12
	Parking issues – To contact the school to request and see if they will allow their weekend pitch users to use the school car park, if so for the school to notify the users of the parking conditions.
	Deputy Clerk
	In progress

	13
	PPL Licence V Hall – RFO to investigate if this is the correct level of cover and charge for the council.
	RFO
	In progress

	14
	Staff Contracts – amend accordingly to consider changes in home working and place of work.
	Clerk
	In progress

	15
	Meeting with Action Group – Clerk to arrange a meeting for the 1/5/26 at the office.
	Clerk
	In progress

	16
	Parking at bottom of Blunsdon Hill – To report and log this to SBC – informing them this is one of their refuse vehicles causing the damage.  Can they put up signage or obstruction to prevent the verge being damaged?
	Deputy Clerk
	In progress

	DEFERRED ACTIONS

	
	BFC meeting action/ Access explore alternative entry system for pavilion instead of keys.  Deferred and wait until refurb.
	Cllr Tayler
	Deferred

	
	[bookmark: _Int_8K5Z7VbQ]Trees - Produce PO for Amber works from survey in April 26
	RFO
	Deferred

	
	Speed Signs: SID information received from HTC.  15/12 To add as a project and to the budget list for 2026 (Elections money if uncontested). Note costs can range from £2100 to £3200 depending on type of sign used. Philip Matlew has ordered speed measurement lines to be laid to produce new data.  The lines will be laid in the same places as the last time data was collected.  (PH) – SIDs identify potential sites for posts – Village Hall, near Pub on High St & Sam’s Lane.  
	Cllr Hughes/ Clerk
	Deferred 1/4/26

	CLOSED ACTIONS

	7
	Line Painting:  Date to be arranged for the line painting at Village Hall. To arrange the line painting a CB carpark for loading bay. COMPLETED
	Clerk 
	Closed



26/19 PLANNING
1. To receive and note planning decisions advised by Swindon BC 

None

2. To consider and agree comments upon new applications deposited from Swindon Borough Council for comment listed: 





Application Ref: S/HOU/26/0428
Description: Erection of a single-storey rear extension.
Site Address: 3 Anvil Street, Blunsdon, Swindon SN26 7BT                                        Comments: No objections    
Application Ref: S/RES/26/0396
Description: Reserved matters application in respect of scale, layout, appearance and in relation to approval of outline application reference S/OUT/20/0549 for the erection of 8 no self-build dwellings. All matters reserved except for access.
Site Address: Land East of Woodbine Cottage, Kingsdown Lane, Blunsdon Swindon SN25 5DL                                                                                                                         Comments: As the closing date is 4/5/26 – (SK) will look at the application and email response for comments back to the council before 4/5/26.
Application Ref: S/26/0265
Description: Demolition of garage, erection of 1no dwelling (Class C3), detached dwelling and associated works.
Site Address: Longways, Front Lane, Blunsdon Swindon SN26 7BJ                                  Comments: A further extended response date was requested as the Parish Council would like the opportunity to submit its comments once the Highways response has been issued.  
3. To receive & note planning correspondence.

Application S/23/0288TB – Erection of 19 no. dwellings and associated works:
Cllr Gardiner attended the SBC Planning Committee for Phase 3 of the Hills Estate. Although officer recommendation was approval, the Committee agreed to defer the application due to unacceptable construction traffic. The applicant must submit a revised construction traffic management plan.



26/20 FINANCE

1) All approved regular and pre-authorised payments made from current & operations accounts for 16/3/26 – 17/4/26 as in the three Appendix As (current, operations accounts & April payments) & the Regular Payments list. Totaling £29,974.34.
2) All approved for the RFO to make payment for items listed in Appendix B, apart from the PPL Licence with the RFO offering to investigate if this is the correct licence fee and amount for the council to pay.
3) All approved income received during 16/3/26 – 17/4/26 Appendix C. £22,883.08.  It was noted the first 50% precept payment is due mid-April.
4) All approved retrospectively the bank transfer of £500 from current to operations account.
5) All approved the 8 bank balances & reconciliations to 31/03/26.
6) All noted and approved a brief yearend report.
7) All noted receipt of the Internal Auditor’s Report & agreed to follow the recommendations made.
8) The four quotes were received by members of Air Conditioning units to assist in cooling the café area.  (SK) will review the quotes to ensure like for like with further discussions required for funding with the shop management and members.
9) It was noted the banking FCSC protection has been raised from £85k to £120k.
10) All noted, the Clerk & Deputy Clerk were pleased to announce that they had received bank statements from the Santander Major account.

26/21 POLICIES 
1) All approved the General Reserves Policy.
26/22 PROJECTS/FACILITIES
To receive updates, to discuss and to approve next steps for matters raised for the following:
1) MUGA – 
a) The quote from Christy’s Lighting was Resolved in Action point 26/18/2/1.1 above and accepted for £2,828.65.  PO to be raised and sent.
b) See Action point list in 26/28/2/1.4 & 5 for update.
Noted: The clerk confirmed that the contractor digging the trial holes at the Pavilion on 21/4/26 will also dig the pit in the car park, for the plumber to be able to connect the pipe work to the back of the office unit.  Barriers will be placed around the hole to protect the public with a board screwed down covering the pit for extra security.  
2) ERMIN STREET – Members received the quote for the bench project on Blunsdon Hill.  It was resolved to request the specification for the groundworks to obtain further quote from GM contractor as a comparison.
3) CEMETERY DIGITALISING – (NG) messaged to confirm the system is nearly complete and nearing handover to the Clerks.
4) PAVILION – the Clerk confirmed that trial holes were being dug in the recreation grounds on 21st April with testing being carried out plus the bat survey to be carried out.  The contractor will back-fill the trial pits at the end of the survey on the same day for safety.
5) Email changeover – It was noted the update from contractor, that all historical email data has been backed up and changeover is near completion.
6) WEBSITE Compliance – It was noted both Tectonic and the Deputy Clerk had been working to ensure the website meets WCAG 2.2 standards and confirmed by WAVE and Internal Auditor also through WAVE.
26/23	CORRESPONDENCE
1) It was noted that the school is hiring out its pitches at weekends. The Deputy Clerk will request that pitch users for the school are permitted to use the school car park, as public parking is at capacity during the weekends. Cones were not deployed as the store lock had been vandalised. JT and the BFC Secretary inspected the area on match day and confirmed that no driveways were obstructed. One match remains this season.
2) Parking issues at the bottom of Blunsdon Hill were reported.  Large commercial vehicles are parking on verges and churning up the grassed areas.  The Clerk confirmed she had contacted the ward councillors as one of the vehicles is a refuse/recycling vehicle but has not received a response back.  The council will continue to monitor.

26/24 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC – One member of public left the meeting.
26/25 STAFFING
1) All approved following receipt of a statement from the Chairman earlier, to approve the Clerk’s annual increment as per her contract.  She will now receive scale point 32.
2) All received and agreed with the RFO’s report on home working allowances.  Once the office is up and running the home working allowance for all three of the admin staff will be reduced in accordance with the report.  KP confirmed staff contracts will require amending.
3) It was resolved that the Clerk who was also the former RFO, now has capacity to take on much of the Operations Manager role, working with the caretakers.
26/26 PARISH MATTERS

Various discussions were held in respect to the council engaging with the Planning Action Group for the Rivan planning application.  KP asked for a detailed list of conditions & restrictions.  KP suggested a date and time for meeting.

26/27 KEY MESSAGES FOR MAGAZINE/FACEBOOK/WEB 

Members thanked former Cllr Jim Tayler for his hands-on work around the village and the advice he has given over recent years; his expertise also helped save the Council and village money.

Ermin Street works are largely complete, with a few small add-on projects still to be finished.

We welcomed Kate Egan as our new Responsible Finance Officer (RFO), bringing valuable local government experience to the Council.

The Council’s Grounds Maintenance (GM) contract has started for the new year, and the contractor will shortly be working around the village. We note recent rapid growth in the cemetery and graveyard; this will be addressed with a second cut this month.

 26/28 CLOSE & SUMMONS TO ATTEND NEXT MEETING 
Next month’s Annual Parish Council (including finance) meeting to be held on Monday 11th May 2026 at 7.30pm 
The ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY will be held on Thursday 21st May at 7 pm.  All are welcome and if you would like to participate, please contact the Clerk – debbiebraiden@blunsdon-pc.gov.uk
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.30pm.


 ………………………………......  
Signed by Chairman Monday 15th June 2026

APPENDIX A – New Year’s Payment’s list for 1-4-26 to 19/4/26
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Payments from Operations account
Date Paid        Payee Name      Reference    Amount Paid     Authorised Ref Transaction Detail
26/03/2026   Microsoft              OPS078             14.97                  REGULAR april      2 licences March
30/03/2026   HPI Instant Ink   OPS079             13.49                  REGULAR DB          print plan March
Total Payments 28.46
  
Payments from Current Account
	Payee Name
	Date Paid  
	Reference
	Amount Paid
	Authorised Ref
	Transaction Detail

	Crown Gas & Power
	16/03/2026
	DD386
	94.72
	April 20th
	Inv 179577 muga electric

	Corona Energy
	16/03/2026
	DD544
	116.84
	REGULAR DD APRIL 20
	VHALL ELECTRIC

	WALC (SAC)
	19/03/2026
	BACS368
	30.00
	March 16th
	Membership Swindon Area Commit

	The Works
	19/03/2026
	BACS369
	21.00
	March 16th
	Office stationary db

	Timpson Ltd
	19/03/2026
	BACS370
	18.00
	March 16th
	Key cutting DB shop N Board

	Hills Waste Solutions Ltd
	19/03/2026
	BACS371
	146.02
	March 16th
	inv P1025985

	S & C Slatter
	19/03/2026
	BACS372
	7,247.86
	March 16th
	21330 inv Final certificate MU

	South West Electrical & EcoLtd
	19/03/2026
	BACS373
	2,254.92
	March 16th
	inv 00809 LEDs VHALL

	Society of Local Council Clerk
	19/03/2026
	BACS374
	331.00
	March 16th
	inv MEM258603-01

	Bath Land Management
	19/03/2026
	BACS375
	2,814.38
	March 16th
	inv BlunsdonPC007 Ermin st

	Allbuild and Landscaping Serv
	19/03/2026
	BACS376
	507.00
	April 20th
	inv 3489

	Allbuild and Landscaping Serv
	19/03/2026
	BACS377
	126.00
	April 20th
	inv 3501 gritting

	Allbuild and Landscaping Serv
	19/03/2026
	BACS378
	72.00
	April 20th
	inv 3493 pav bin

	Swinon Dial A Ride
	19/03/2026
	BACS379
	65.00
	April 20th
	inv 13397 golden gatherings

	Swinon Dial A Ride
	19/03/2026
	BACS380
	65.00
	April 20th
	inv 13404 golden gatherings

	Wiltshire Pension Fund
	19/03/2026
	BACS381
	1,064.26
	April 20th
	February pensions pd March

	Richard Buxton Solicitors
	19/03/2026
	BACS382
	5,122.80
	April 20th
	inv 3403 Pre-APP Letter

	Emergency Security Services
	19/03/2026
	BACS383
	287.94
	April 20th
	inv 73824 shop door call out

	Pendle Property Design
	19/03/2026
	BACS384
	1,120.00
	April 20th
	inv 429 Regulation Drawings

	Operations Account
	19/03/2026
	9012612839
	500.00
	 
	Top up for Operations account

	Ab-Fab Loos
	25/03/2026
	BACS392
	127.20
	REGULAR APRIL INV 58382
	20

	Everflow water
	29/03/2026
	DD394
	231.92
	REGULAR APRIL INV 53376
	16 20

	SUM-UP Payments
	30/03/2026
	BACS395
	0.52
	REGULAR 20 N TOWNSEND
	SUMUP FEES APRIL

	REF 3 Salary
	31/03/2026
	BACS386
	1,395.13
	REGULAR APRIL MARCH 20
	 

	REF 1 SALARY
	31/03/2026
	BACS387
	1,877.04
	REGULAR APRIL MARCH 20
	 

	REF 6 Salary
	31/03/2026
	BACS388
	837.50
	REGULAR APRIL MARCH 20
	 

	REF 8 SALARY
	31/03/2026
	BACS389
	322.50
	REGULAR APRIL MARCH 20
	 

	Hayley Seagroatt
	31/03/2026
	BACS390
	750.00
	REGULAR APRIL MARCH VH
	CLEANS 20

	PATA UK
	31/03/2026
	BACS391
	157.50
	REGULAR APRIL INV 25/08
	67/PPS 20

	Rialtas Business Solutions Ltd
	31/03/2026
	BACS393
	49.50
	PREAUTHORISEDINV 33511
	APR 20


Total Payments: £27,753.55


	Date updated April 26
	Blunsdon Parish Council Regular Payments list – Pre-approved in May Annual PC

	
	
	
	
	
	

	COMPANY
	FOR
	DETAILS
	AMOUNT
	
	

	British Gas
	VH
	Electric - monthly
	                  129.45 
	
	

	Corona energy
	Pav
	Electric - monthly
	                  120.13 
	
	

	GoCardless
	Go Cardless
	Payments for using GoCardless payment option
	                        2.33 
	
	

	Hills Waste
	VH
	Fortnightly Waste Collections
	                  185.11 
	
	

	HP Instant ink
	 
	HP Instant Ink plans CB
	                     18.49 
	
	

	HPInstant Ink
	HPI
	HP Instant Ink plans DB
	                     13.49 
	
	

	Rialtas
	Accounts 
	Accounts system Rialtas
	                  868.80 
	
	

	Spot On
	VH & Pavilion
	Consumables for the premises - when required
	                     59.17 
	
	

	SUM UP
	SUM-UP
	Payments for using SUMUP per payment received
	                        1.55 
	
	

	Swindon Dial a Ride
	Group
	Golden Gatherings meetings in café - transport
	                  130.00 
	
	

	TECTONIC
	Website
	Annual subscription - renewal for contract
	 
	
	

	Total Gas & Power
	VH
	Gas - monthly
	                  893.01 
	
	

	Wiltshire pension
	Council
	Payment of pensions - monthly
	             1,064.26 
	
	

	 
	 
	Cleaning Services - monthly Pavilion
	 
	
	

	
	
	
	             3,485.79 
	
	



Appendix A - TOTAL Payments £29,974.34






APPENDIX B 
Invoices seeking approval to be paid – Total £3,020.36 Note the PPL licence was not approved for payment and will be investigated.
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Appendix C – Receipts 
Receipts for Current Account -TOTAL  £22,731.89
	Name of Payer
	Amount Received

	Walking Football - R Dennis
	40.0﻿﻿0

	HM Revenue and Customs
	20,434.26﻿

	Blunsdon Pre-School
	1,380.00﻿

	S G Coaching
	100.00

	S G Coaching (Correction)
	-100.00

	One off Hall Hirer
	20.00

	Walking Football - R Dennis
	40.00

	Blunsdon Pre-School
	186.00

	Blunsdon Football Club
	70.00

	MJ Sly Memorials
	77.63

	Walking Football - R Dennis
	40.00

	Niamh Townsend
	40.00

	S G Coaching
	100.0﻿﻿0

	Swindon College Old Boys
	180.00

	S G Coaching
	100.00

	IPMS Swindon Model Club
	24.00


Receipt from Santander Major bank account - £151.19
Interest received £151.19
TOTAL RECEIPTS £22,883.08

2
                                                                                                                                             For year 2026 - Initials:
image1.emf
Invoice no Company Net VAT Total Finance Code Paid Date Auth on bank Auth initials

3934 TECTONIC (lemon Booking) 354.00 £       - £           354.00 £       100 4110 02/04/20262.4.26 CB

0183/00160549 JEWSONS 18.96 £          3.79 £        22.75 £          340 5020 02/04/20262.4.26 CB

0183/00160561 JEWSONS 44.51 £          8.90 £        53.41 £          340 5020 02/04/20262.4.26 CB

BLUNSDONPARI-CH9WJGOCARDLESS 2.00 £             0.33 £        2.33 £             100 4117 02/04/2026AUTO

MNXNKK64 SUMUP 1.55 £             - £           1.55 £             100 4117 07/04/2026AUTO

1127255556 HPI print plan CB 15.41 £          3.08 £        18.49 £          100 4055 12/04/2026By Card

CORONA ENERGY 120.13 £       300 5005 13/04/2026DD

ORDER 14666232203 EVENTBRITE - HTC TRAINING 70.00 £          - £           70.00 £          100 4150 13/04/2026By Card

14388208 BRITISH GAS  129.45 £       200 5005 14/04/2026DD  

12268380 SPOT ON SUPPLIES 51.66 £          10.33 £     61.99 £          200 4051 16/04/2026 CB

12267635 SPOT ON SUPPLIES 49.31 £          9.86 £        59.17 £          300 4051 16/04/2026 CB

p1032440 HILLS WASTE  154.26 £       30.85 £     185.11 £       200 5200 16/04/2026 CB

13425 SWINDON DIAL A RIDE 65.00 £          - £           65.00 £          100 4130  16/04/2026 CB

13419 SWINDON DIAL A RIDE 65.00 £          - £           65.00 £          100 4130 16/04/2026 CB

202386 CROWN & POWER MUGA ELEC 86.88 £          4.34 £        91.22 £          340 5005 18/04/2026DD

409830272/26 Total energies Gas Vhall 744.17 £       148.84 £  893.01 £       200 5000 21/04/2026DD

Payments made during close down


image2.emf
Invoices for Meeting Approval TO BE PAID - 20/4/26

30051916 SBC Pavilion Business Rates 513.47 £       - £           514.47 £       300 5025

30051886 SBC Vhall Business Rates - £                - £           - £                200 5025

LOT397 Charlotte Matthews IA 275.00 £       - £           275.00 £       100 4065

WALC-0955 WALC & NALC subs 950.10 £       190.02 £  1,140.12 £  100 4125

0183/00161716JEWSON 57.24 £          11.45 £     68.69 £          325 5020

sin3304877 PPL PRS LICENCES 1,319.68 £  263.93 £  1,583.61 £  200 4125

5268/2026/27 ICCM SUBS 110.00 £       - £           110.00 £       100 4125

20/04/2026 EXPENSES K EGAN 26.77 £          - £           26.77 £          100 4055

916304 MICHAELS WORK WEAR 13.76 £          2.75 £        16.51 £          100 4051

33909 RIALTAS annual  724.00 £       144.80 £  868.80 £       101 4113
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