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Minutes of Blunsdon’s Eleventh Parish Council Meeting of 2025/26 held on Monday 6 October 2025 at 7.30pm. This meeting was held at Blunsdon Village Hall.   
Cllr Members Present:   Cllrs Ian Jankinson (IJ), Jim Tayler (JT), Ian Selwood (IS), Peter Hughes (PH), Sandra Keates (SK), Nick Gardiner (NG), Martin Nash (MN) & Kingsley Poulton (KP)
Ward Councilors Present: Steve Weisinger                                                         
Members of Public - None
Officers:   Claire Boles (A/Clerk) (CB), Debbie Braiden (Clerk & RFO)
_______________________________________________________________________________
25/154	 APOLOGIES:   
 Apologies received from Paul Weston (PW) & Ward Councillor Manro
25/155	 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 1 There were no declarations of interest from councillors.
 2 No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary or non-pecuniary       
  interests were received, therefore, no requests for dispensation were made.  

25/156 RECESS 
1 Highworth TC are currently doing comments/objections regarding Regulation 18 for the Local Plan.  Cllr Jankinson advised to use Deane or Julie at HTC as point of contact for advice and referral.  
Cllr Gardiner confirmed that SBC would be carrying out further archaeological dig hole investigations on the Rivan application as the site shows indications for 3 circles.
Cllr Weisinger confirmed the S 278 Agreement had been received and signed by SBC Legal Team for the Ermin Street project.
2 No public recess.
25/157 MINUTES   
MINUTES FROM 1st September 2025 MEETING  
Please note to shorten meetings (legislated Standing Orders of 2 hours in length per meeting), the Clerk in agreement with the Chairman has made the following changes.  
Each Full Council meeting will approve the previous Full Council minutes & action points, with each Finance meeting approving the previous Finance minutes & action points.  
Noting Facilities will only be listed on Full Council Agendas & Projects will be listed on Finance Agendas.
1 To note as per above explanation, the draft minutes for the PC Finance meeting held on 15th September 25 will now be approved at the next Finance meeting on 20th October 25. 
2   To review the Full Council action points for the last meeting on the 15th September 2025.
Ongoing – Items outside the control of BPC, awaiting update. 
In Progress – BPC actions in progress.                     
Complete – Action completed; item to be removed from the list. 

	No 
	Full Council Meeting Action points – actions for discussion on 6th October
	Assigned to: 
	Status: 

	1
	Community Building Car Charger: Cllr Keates advised that ‘Charge my Street’ are in contact with the insurance company with a quote for the repair, the claim should now start to be processed.
	Ward Cllr Keates 
	Ongoing 

	2
	Millenium Garden paving slabs: Work to slabs, repointing of the walls, trim back hedges & removal of vegetation.  Work has commenced, Cllr Tayler meeting with contractor for an update on progress. No invoice has been submitted to BPC. It is noted that another trim back is required.
	Cllr Tayler  
	In progress 

	3
	Cemetery: Obtain quote to remove excess brambles from graves, old graves that have not been maintained in several years. To replace the Loral that has died.
	Cllr Tayler
	In Progress

	4
	Ermin Street Project: Inform Oliver that grit bin has now been emptied and now easy to move, some growth has been cleared, any additional growth should be covered under the Ermin Street project costs.
	A/Clerk
	In Progress

	5
	Circular Garden at Cold Harbour: This area is covered within the Module in the contract, Cllr Tayler to inform Lee to action. MODULE 7 GM contract.
	Cllr Tayler & Nash 
	In Progress

	6
	Defibrillators: Quotes for casing of a defib have been supplied to the Clerk & Cllr Jankinson for the football club defib. It was agreed to put the project on hold for the pavilion defib, until funding/support has been agreed at the MUGA site for the new defib with casing.  Approved for Cllrs Tayler and Nash to organize electric supply for the Pavilion defib.  MUGA supply will be built in within the office unit being supplied.
	A/Clerk

Cllrs Tayler & Nash

	In Progress

	7
	MUGA Weed pick: Allbuild quote 1160, Remove tree & bramble to entrance way to side of MUGA £450. Spray on side & rear entrance of MUGA £400. To remove vegetation to fence line £150 Item no 25/145.10 RFO sent P/O - Update, job is not yet complete.
	RFO / Cllr Nash & Tayler
	In Progress

	8
	Footpaths, The Haul Road: Campaign for road closure.  SBC to re-visit site now the temporary closure is reopened. The proposed development of Tadpole will affect the request to close the road. The 49 homes in Kingsdown will mean changes to the traffic lights at Cold Harbour, then affecting proposals towards The Haul Road. A response is due from SBC on Section 106 Claim. NG confirmed staffing issues are being sorted.
	Cllr Gardiner
	Ongoing

	9
	Openreach: on behalf of Virgin O2 are carrying out groundwork throughout the village to provide broadband to residents.  Project to be monitored. No reply has been received on project updates from contractors. 
	Cllr Selwood 
	Ongoing 

	10
	High Street Path repair: SBC job reference E30409 – Started but not complete.
	Cllr Hughes
	Ongoing 

	11
	Traffic: SBC are expecting an increase in funding to assist with cycling & walking schemes. The new Swindon Plan includes proposed 513 additional housing at the end of Tadpole, near the school and surgery, this will affect access at the Cold Harbour, Ermin Street & Blunsdon Hill if approved and a re-shape of paths/road would be required. A new plan was received 1.9.25.  The PC will make comment on Regulation 18 Local Plan, as it is not in line with the Neighbourhood Plan (which is planning law).
	Cllr Jankinson   
	Ongoing 

	12
	Kingsdown Development: S106 form still to be signed. Current Reserve Matters Plan not acceptable. 
	Cllr Jankinson  
	Ongoing 

	13
	Electric Speed Sign: Await copy report on the traffic survey.
IJ and P.Martlew to meet to discuss plans for Ermin Street, and update on Blunsdon Hill report.
	Cllr Hughes Cllr Jankinson
	Ongoing

	14
	Broadbush pavement: Excessive growth alongside the pavement on Broadbush. On the SBC action list 28/8. Cllr Jankinson to provide photo and exact location to Cllr Gardiner to chase job.  It is noted they have done some work but not in the requested area concerned.
	Cllr Jankinson&   Gardiner  
	Ongoing 

	15
	Water Seepage: in the middle of the road on bend at Front Lane & Back Lane. Reported to Thames Water and SBC.Cllr Gardiner to invite an officer from Highways to visit.
	Cllr Gardiner 
	Ongoing 

	16
	Council Garages: SBC will be carrying out an audit on all council garages in November, all contact details to be provided to Clerk. 
	Cllr Weisinger
	On Going

	New action points

	17
	Minute Recording System: Clerk to contact Cllr Manro regarding recording meeting minute system that is used at Haydon Wick.
	Clerk
	

	18
	Neighbourhood wardens: details of two wardens to be provided to Clerk & A/Clerk
	Cllr Weisinger
	

	19
	Heating at BVH has been adjusted, although the operational setup remains challenging. It’s recommended that costings and suitability for installing a HIVE system, including provision for two thermostats and a hub, be researched. 

	Cllr Jankinson
	
	

	20
	Signage for winter: Obtain quotes for signage at all facilities for slippery surface warning signs
	A/Clerk
	
	

	21
	Caretakers PPE: To source branded PPE for both caretakers
	Clerk
	
	

	22
	Grounds maintenance update needed for:
a) [bookmark: _Int_rd2x1K3p]A quotation to prune, reshape & remove all debris for the first 2 x trees in Churchill to allow a HGV delivery 5.5M in height & reshape as discussed, to be completed before 27th October 2025.
b) A cost to utilize ride on cleaner to clear the road gulley through the high street, church way & bury town lane (up to the old rectory - both sides) during module 8 works + any other nearby areas that require attention up to a maximum of 4 hours utilisation
c) Module 8 of GM contract - leaf clearance to be completed from 10 days’ time from meeting held 7/10/25 approx.
d) Module 7 of GM contract - weeding of ornamental flower beds to be completed soon.
e) Removal of leaves from the church entrance path as there is significant build up, this is included in module 15 of GM contract, please complete ASAP
f) Cllr Nash & Taylor to discuss ongoing works to remove weeds from Rear of MUGA area

	Cllr Nash / Tayler / Selwood
	
	

	23
	Pavilion refurb - The RFO should contact Kevin Small at SBC regarding possible funding.
	RFO
	
	

	24
	Ermin St – Legal costs of £1500 paid.  Cllr Jankinson will explore potential funding avenues to help mitigate this cost with SBC.
	Cllr Jankinson
	
	

	25
	Resident report of brambles adjacent to Premier Inn border/path. BPC to write to Premier Inn directly and request clearing the area.
	A/Clerk
	
	

	
	ACTIONS COMPLETED
	
	
	

	3
	Stratton bins: Due to be installed 15/9
	Cllr Nash & Tayler  
	Complete
	

	8
	Copse: Quotation no. 1154 for £1327 +VAT submitted for removal benches and deliver to store, remove dead trees, strim area level to whole area & remove debris. Approved to do the works listed in quote - RFO to arrange a more detailed description of work to be carried out and P/O The bench from this area will be stored for future use. Item 145/6
	Cllr Taylor 


RFO
	Complete
	



25/129 PLANNING  
1. Planning decisions advised by Swindon BC 

Application Ref: S/HOU/25/0920/WOODCL - WITHDRAWN
Description: Conversion of loft to include increased roof pitch to rear section of existing roof, insertion of roof lights into side roof slope, associated works and erection of 4 bay wooden carport to driveway.
Site Address: 72 High Street, Blunsdon, SN26 7AE

Application Ref: S/HOU/25/0561 - GRANTED
Description: Erection of a two-storey side extension
Site Address: 12 Ceres Road, Swindon, SN26 8AF

2. New application deposited from Swindon Borough Council for comments

Application Ref: S/25/1158
Description: Extension and alterations to existing industrial premises (Variation of Condition 2 Approved plans from previous application S/25/0401).
Site Address: Wasdell Packaging Limited, Groundwell Ind Estate, Stephenson Road Swindon SN25 5AX
Comments: Blunsdon Parish Council - no objections.

Application Ref: S/25/1130
Description: Erection of 2no dwellings (Class C3) detached garages and associated works
Site Address: Land to the West Of, Woodbine Cottage, Kingsdown Lane Blunsdon Swindon
Comments: Blunsdon Parish Council objects to the proposed development due to serious concerns around highway safety, inadequate pedestrian access, and flood risk from wastewater discharge into the already vulnerable Bydamill Brook. With more homes scheduled for Kingsdown, the cumulative impact on drainage and infrastructure, particularly the congested A419 junction. The scale and design of the dwellings are also out of keeping with the rural character of Kingsdown Lane. We therefore request that the application be refused or deferred pending further review.

Application Ref: S/25/1147
Description: Demolition of garage, erection of 2no dwellings (Class C3), detached garage and associated works.
Site Address: Longways, Front Lane, Blunsdon Swindon SN26 7BJ
Comments: Blunsdon Parish Council objects to the proposed development due to concerns over loss of garden amenity space, lack of drainage details, impractical tandem parking arrangements, and over-intensification of the site. The proposal is not in keeping with the surrounding area, conflicts with the Neighbourhood Plan, and risks negatively impacting the street scene. Additionally, no conservation report is listed. We respectfully request that the application be refused or deferred pending further clarification

Application Ref: S/ADV/25/1164 
Description: Display of various illuminated and non-illuminated signage. 
Site Address: 2A Unit 2, Hyde Road, Upper Stratton Swindon SN2 7SE
Comments: The Parish Council no objections subject to: We have reviewed the above application and, subject to confirmation that Highways are satisfied with the proposed illuminated signage and its impact on adjacent roads, we have no reason to object at this time. We trust that any necessary assessments regarding visibility, safety, and traffic flow will be addressed as part of the planning process.
Application Ref: S/25/1163 
Description: Change of use of 9 parking bays to a hand car wash and associated works. 
Site Address: 2A Unit 2, Hyde Road, Upper Stratton Swindon SN2 7SE
Comments: The Parish Council no objections subject to: We have reviewed the above application and, subject to appropriate foul sewage arrangements being confirmed and in place, we have no reason to object at this time. We trust that all necessary drainage and infrastructure requirements will be addressed as part of the approval process.

Application Ref: S/HOU/25/1155 
Description: Conversion of loft to include increased roof pitch to rear section of existing roof, insertion of roof lights into side roof slope, associated works. 
Site Address: 72 High Street, Blunsdon, Swindon SN26 7AE
Comments: Blunsdon Parish Council maintains its objection to the revised application, noting that the removal of the four-bay car port does not address the original concerns raised under S/HOU/25/0920. The proposed roof elevation and dormer windows remain out of keeping with the established character of the street, which is defined by low-profile bungalows. Previous similar applications have been refused, and the changes conflict with the Blunsdon Village Design Statement, which calls for developments to respect the scale and style of the surrounding area.


3.   Correspondence on Planning

The Parish Planning Group met with the developers for the 55 houses proposed on Turnpike Road.
We reiterated our continuing objections to the development as outlined on the planning portal.

Bellway explained the detail of the mitigation work they were required to do, to comply with conditions proposed by planning department. Footpath improvements, a bus shelter for the Parish and contributions to other works along with other developers recently granted (100 Sams Lane and 125 Turnpike Road) that would improve traffic flow in Lady Lane the other side of the bridge, in order to prevent queuing on the A419.

They explained that there would be no construction of houses until Persimmon/Primegate sign their Kingsdown S106 agreement and have their reserved matters application agreed and 450 houses are built at Kingsdown.

The National Highways/WSP amended the Vissim model for traffic flow at the CHJ and concluded that, with the mitigation work funded by these 3 latest developments and the bridge over the A419 in place, a further 375 houses, over and above the 450 from Kingsdown, could be built. However with 225 recently consented and 72 ad hoc houses built in the Parish and 127 houses consented on Robin's Farm, the 375 quota would be exceeded.

It should be noted that the trees in Hayfield are still not completed although the residents have approached the management company.  It was indicated by Hayfield that the outstanding tree works would be completed in the next phase of development, however it is still unclear on when this would happen and if they are in breach of the planning application for phase 1, due to a mixed hedgerow being planted instead of trees and other trees now dead due to non-maintenance.

It should also be noted that revised plans for Application Ref: S/25/0809 for Rivan have been sent to all Cllrs for review at the next meeting on 20th October, please allow sufficient time to plan a response for this application.  A planning group meeting to be held prior to the next PC meeting.

25/159 FACILITIES

[bookmark: _Int_DOIUw9zF]FACILITIES – To receive updates from working groups and to approve any further advised actions/payments required as listed below:
1) Village Hall
The heating at BVH has been adjusted, although the operational setup remains challenging. It’s recommended that costings and suitability for installing a HIVE system, including provision for two thermostats and a hub, be researched. This has been added as an action point for Cllr Jankinson.

2) Grounds Maintenance & Open Spaces
A meeting is taking place this week with Lee to discuss:
· A quotation to prune, reshape & remove all debris for the first 2 x trees in Churchill to allow a HGV delivery 5.5M in height & reshape as discussed, to be completed before 27th October 2025.  
· A cost to utilize GM contractor’s ride on cleaner to clear the road gulley through the high street, church way & bury town lane (up to the old rectory - both sides) during module 8 works + any other nearby areas that require attention up to a maximum of 4 hours utilisation. Module 8 leaf clearance to be completed from 10 days’ time from 7/10/25 approx. 
· Module 7 weeding of ornamental flower beds to be completed soon.  
· Removal of leaves from the church entrance path as there is significant build up, this is included in module 15. 
· Cllr Nash & Taylor to discuss ongoing works to remove weeds from Rear of MUGA area. 

These items have been added as action points.

It should be noted that SBC has issued its weed-clearing schedule, but Blunsdon was not included. A revised schedule is therefore expected.

3) Community Building
A quote of £824 plus VAT has been provided for servicing and flushing the Daikin boiler at the CB. Cllr Keates will supply a copy of the quote to the Clerk. Approval to be added to the next agenda.

Discussions took place regarding the potential need for a salt bin at the CB, along with the associated maintenance responsibilities and safety risks. It was agreed that, instead, signage should be obtained for the CB and other facilities to warn of ice and slippery paths. This has been added as an action point.

      4)   Cemetery & allotments 
Cllr Gardiner confirmed that text from the record books could be extracted into a usable data table using a photo or scan, and he will continue to explore this option. Drone footage supplied by Cllr Weston has also been passed to Cllr Gardiner to support cemetery plotting.
A meeting with Cllr Gardiner will be arranged with the Clerk and Assistant Clerk to discuss next steps.
Re-using the 5-bar gate to fit at entrance to new cemetery, is ongoing.
       5) Pavilion and Recreation Grounds 
· A quote of £61.20 was provided for 12 LED bulbs to replace the existing fittings at the pavilion, and it was agreed to proceed with the purchase. The external lighting still requires further investigation; this remains an ongoing action point scheduled for review on 20th October.
· A request was made to initiate a project discussion regarding the pavilion refurbishment. Updated, detailed costings can be provided by contractors, and an update on available funds is to be added to the Finance Agenda for 20th October. The RFO should contact Kevin Small at SBC regarding possible funding.

    6)     Ermin Street
It was approved to proceed with the payment of £1,500 for legal works relating to Ermin Street. 
Cllr Jankinson will explore potential funding avenues to help mitigate this cost.

     7)    MUGA 
a) The bench repair would not be going ahead as the bench had been vandalised and so not fit for use.
b) Approval was given for the £200 cost relating to the gullies and pipework beneath the base of the MUGA office.
c) Approval was given for the payment of £16,451.00 for Thames Water connection charges. Although the cost was queried, a detailed quote had been provided to support the expenditure.  Cllr Tayler requested a site visit from the designer.
d) Car charger points in MUGA car park to be added to agenda on 3rd November. Cllr Jankinson to speak to Highworth TC on advice for suppliers.
e) Maintenance of the pitch to be added to agenda on 3rd November.
f) Duplication see b) above.

25/160	CORRESPONDENCE 
SBC request for PSPO signage for car meets, BPC agreed for signage at MUGA and Community Shop.
SW Ambulance Charity, request for funding for additional vehicle, BPC declined.
Resident report of brambles adjacent to Premier Inn border/path. BPC to write to Premier Inn directly and request clearing the area.

25/161 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC No public present.
25/162 STAFFING 
1) Cllr Tayler provided an update confirming that Cliff and Karen have been shown all facilities. Although their holiday periods overlap, cover will be arranged by Cllr Tayler. It was approved for branded PPE for the caretakers is to be sourced by the Clerk from Michael’s Workwear. This has been added as an action point.
2) It was approved for the Acting Operations Manager roles held by Cllrs Tayler and Nash, following a four-month probation period, would continue. Both councillors confirmed they were happy to remain in post.

25/163 PARISH MATTERS
1) Cemetery – It should be noted that Lee has experience in laying headstones, although he has not received formal training. He has indicated he would consider training if required. Once ICCM training commences, we will have a clearer understanding of the necessary requirements.  Cllr Gardiner should be added onto the ICCM training.
2) Oaks at 80 Project – Where to plant oak tree, to be added to agenda for 3rd November.
3) Traveller Site – Location to be discussed and impact on future developments, to be added to agenda for 3rd November.
Additional Items raised: 
Website – To check privacy notice links under Nick Gardiners name.
Advanced apologies from Cllr Poulton and Cllr Jankinson for the next meeting.
Resident complaint of blocked driveway in Sutton Park during football match reported to Cllr Nash, BFC to be informed about parking considerations by attendees.

25/164 KEY MESSAGES FOR MAGAZINE/FACEBOOK/WEB 
· Considerate parking notice in Sutton Park when attending football matches.
· MUGA update
· Copse tidied and fence repaired, better access for walkers.
· Mick Compton retirement recognition
· Planning updates        (Magazine deadline is 19th October)


 25/165 CLOSE & SUMMONS TO ATTEND NEXT MEETING 
Next month’s Full Council meeting to be held Monday 3rd November 2025 at 7.30pm 
Next Finance meeting to be held on Monday 20th October 2025 at 7.30 pm 
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.35pm
           
  ………………………………......  
Signed by Chairman 3rd November 2025   	
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