Blunsdon Parish Assembly



ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY of Blunsdon Parish, held on Thursday 21st May 2026, at the village hall, beginning at 7:00 p.m.  
	Draft Minutes
 Attendees: Cllrs Ian Jankinson (IJ) & Ian Selwood (IS), Parish and Ward Cllr Nick Gardiner (NG), Clerk Debbie Braiden, Police - Lee, Vicky & Carolyn & 16 Members of the Public 


	Minute Ref No.
	

	2605/1
	Introductions
The PC Chairman, Ian Jankinson, opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and introducing members and clerk present.  He continued by thanking and praising the three ward councillors for being proactive and acting on behalf of Blunsdon over the last year.  It is noted that this year we will only have one ward councillor, Nick Gardiner.  Nick represents Blunsdon, Castle Eaton, Stanton Fitzwarren & Hannington.

Blunsdon has developed a cohesive team of volunteer Parish Councillors, and I thank them for their contributions across the year. They have taken their responsibilities seriously and gone ‘above and beyond’ in the work needed to achieve what we have. They are Mike Compton (retired after 40 years as a Councillor), Nick Gardiner (also an SBC Cllr), Peter Hughes, Sandra Keates, Martin Nash (now retired), Kingsley Poulton, Ian Selwood, Jim Tayler (now retired) and Paul Weston.  They have all given up their free time to keep the Parish Safe, Clean and Beautiful.

Also, a massive thank you to all the village volunteers whether it is for litter picking, speed watch duties, helping in the café & shop, assisting with Golden Gatherings & locals surveying planning applications on behalf of the community.  

	2605/2
	Apologies - received from Cllrs Poulton, Weston & Keates

	2605/3
	Minutes
1 - All approved the draft minutes for the Annual Parish Meeting held 22nd May 2025.  Proposed by Ian Selwood & Seconded by Karen Jankinson.
2 – The Chairman confirmed the action points from the above minutes had been dealt with.

	2605/4
	Reports
1 - The Chairman’s report for Blunsdon Parish Council was received.  Briefly Ian covered the following items with the full report attached to the minutes.  
Staffing - Debbie Braiden, our new Clerk, has modernised council operations and strengthened compliance. Claire Boles, Deputy Clerk, has improved communications and resident support for burials, bookings and enquiries. Kate Egan joined in March as Finance Officer, bringing great council experiences and freeing the Clerk to focus on parish matters.
Karen Collins and Russell Wilson were appointed as Caretakers and help keep parish facilities safe, clean and operational, including during antisocial hours.
Achievements
MUGA - Developer funding from parish housing growth was used to refurbish the old Linley Road tennis courts, creating a new car park, parish office and Multi Use Games Area for football, training, bootcamp and tennis. Gratitude and thanks go to Cllr Martin Nash for managing the project to a safe, on-time completion in October 2025.
ERMIN STREET – We thank Oliver Saunders of Bath Land Management for liaising and completing the planting along Ermin Street and down Blunsdon Hill.  He also secured a £30k grant from ‘Trees for Climate’ for upkeep and maintenance costs for the next ten years.  Phase II will be to work with Highways to encourage slower speeds in this area.
PAVILION & RECREATION GROUNDS – Interim improvements have been made while funding is sought for full refurbishment, including internal works, improved ventilation and extra paving. All planning conditions have been completed. A new parking cone shed has been installed, bushes in the south-east corner cleared to deter anti-social behaviour, recent vandalism to the cricket square is being addressed, and further bin provision in the car park is under review.
CEMETERY & GRAVEYARD – We are working on digitising the layout and records of all burials.  The upkeep of the cemeteries commenced in April, and it was unfortunate this year, that vegetation growth commenced early in March.  We will monitor this next year.
COMMUNITY ALLOTMENT – Preschool continue to use and enjoy this outdoor space.
ALLOTMENTS – We do still have space available if you would like further information, please contact Claire Boles or the Clerk.
VILLAGE HALL – The hall is ageing and will require much maintenance, part of which will be carried out by the caretakers.  An earmarked reserve has been set aside for larger works to be carried out.  It continues to provide much needed funds for the council.
COMMUNITY BUILDING – We support the café/shop rent free (£1), and it remains a popular hub for residents and visitors. It is a strong example of community involvement, and congratulations to the management team on their awards.
ST LEONARDS CHURCH - The Church has completed the approvals needed for ‘Reordering’, allowing minor changes so it can serve as an additional village community space, which the PC has agreed to administer.
SPEEDWATCH, TRAFFIC MONITORING & ROAD SAFETY – Thanks to Brian Chapman and the Speed watch team for helping improve road safety across the parish. Their work supported Wiltshire Police summer enforcement, resulting in 35 speeding offences detected, and the team welcomes new volunteers, please speak to Brian for further info in joining. Traffic data has also been collected to inform objections to further development through the Revised Local Plan and to assess new Speed Indication Devices at known hotspots.
GOLDEN GATHERINGS – Inspired by Hazel Wakefield, this scheme works with Dial-a-Ride and the Village Shop to bring residents who are less mobile together for tea, cake and company. Funded by the Prestbury Trust, it has proved very successful, with growing numbers and valued volunteer support.
PLANNING - The PC examined and commented on 105 planning applications this year ranging from changing Tree Preservation Orders to doing our best to fight off further large developments across the Parish.
The Revised Local Plan for Swindon was issued for consultation in the autumn, and the Parish already suffering from poor infrastructure were allocated 2,705 dwellings. This includes 1650 houses at Kingsdown, of which we are aware but not resolved to start. Discussions between the developers, Persimmon and Primegate, are still not signed off for the level of investment they are all required to make in local infrastructure, which includes the bridge over the A419 into Groundwell. 
The PC wrote a carefully balanced and factual response to the new Local Plan about 
· The loss of green fields and countryside
· The lack of an infrastructure plan designed to facilitate these numbers of houses & traffic created
· The ‘drive to’ philosophy around the number of houses vs amenities
· Surprisingly contrary to one of the key Policies
· the poor infrastructure and amenities in the Parish. 
· the traffic impact upon the Turnpike Junction and the surrounding crumbling roads
· the lengthening of the queues already experienced by residents across the Parish
· the social and economic effects upon the residents and businesses
· the quality of life through noise, and the quality of the air
  
We convened a meeting with the ‘designers’ of this plan and fed back all our fears and objections and are awaiting feedback in the summer from that team. Despite our objections, recently, the Parish was given less than a week to prepare our defence against the imposition of two housing applications totalling 225 new dwellings. (100 on Sams Lane and 125 on Turnpike Road.) The following month a further 55 in Turnpike Road and then 60-90 around the Coldharbour Pub. These were all ‘imbedded’ in the new Plan and the Planning Committee despite our measured protests waved them through. 
FINANCE - Each March, the Parish Council must publish a set of financial     documents to show how public money is managed and to meet national audit requirements. These include: 
· Asset Register — a list of everything the council owns, such as land, play equipment, benches, and other               community assets. This ensures we keep track of what we are responsible for and that items are properly insured      and maintained. (Circa £2m)
· Approved Budget and Precept – the budget sets out            expected income and planned spending for the year           ahead. From this, the council sets the precept, which is      the portion of Council Tax that funds parish services.  The pie chart shows how our 2026/7 budget is allocated    across key areas. 
· Precept Request — £160,439 – This is the formal notice sent to the Borough Council.  This is what is needed for the Parish Council to function for the whole year plus any income it can make. 
For several years we have kept our Band D precept deliberately low compared with many similar parishes. However, the cost of delivering services has continued to rise, and the Parish has taken on more responsibilities previously managed by Swindon Borough Council. Blunsdon has also grown significantly, increasing demand on our services, while inflation has raised the cost of contractors, consumables, utilities, insurance and essential maintenance.
To remain financially sustainable and continue providing the services residents rely on, the Band D precept for 2026/27 will be £124.20. This brings us more in line with similar parishes and ensures we can maintain facilities, meet legal obligations, and plan for future needs.   The Finance page on our website www.blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk contains a resident's precept letter with a more detailed brief on what the precept is and why it has changed, in addition, a full breakdown of the parish budget will be available on our website from the end of March.

2 - Wiltshire Police representatives Lee, Vicky & Carolyn gave a brief update on local crime figures, stating reported incidents being low key items, including youth, domestic disturbances, a smashed windscreen and 1 attempted burglary.  The incident of the Speed Watch team being harassed by youths was mentioned, to the point they had to abandon their post.  The PCs confirmed the police attend schools and talk about behaviour in the community.  Another local item was two youths on bikes attempted to damage the cricket square.  The PCs confirmed that the bikes with fitted kits can travel up to 40-50 MPH.  The PCs encouraged the community to report online, and the more reports received the more likely it will be attended to.  The PCs also confirmed that if caught, ghost points can be given following prosecution with those points held in obeyance and added to any future licence the youth may obtain in future.  Jo warned people of her being bitten by a dog whilst jogging in Kingsdown Lane.  The PCs confirmed if an address for the owner can be found, an order can be produced for muzzling etc.
Q - (NG) asked if the MUGA was on their watch and rounds as concerns of youths loitering and can they add this if not?  PCs will look following the meeting.  The shop manager confirmed that she had the same problem on occasions.
The PCs recommended reporting incidents or concerns online as it was much quicker than phoning 101.  Wiltshire Police report a crime page Report a crime | Wiltshire Police

3 - Finance - 
Debbie, the outgoing Finance Officer, provided a brief update on the end‑of‑year position. Total assets brought forward were £326,402, of which £237,688 is held in Earmarked Reserves for specific projects, leaving a General Reserve of £88,714. This meets the Council’s policy requirement to hold at least 40-60% of the annual precept in general reserves for safeguarding the Council’s future and stability.
The 2025/26 budget was £171,701, supported by a precept of £133,700. For 2026/27, the budget forecast has increased to £210,756, with a precept request of £160,439, meaning the Council must generate £50,317 in additional income this year to balance against the expected budget.
The MUGA, costing approximately £450,000, was funded through CIL/Section 106 contributions, which are restricted funds that must be spent in line with their allocated purposes. For example, the Ermin Street project funding was specifically designated for de‑urbanisation (Phase I planting trees and wildflowers) and traffic‑safety improvements (Phase II).

4 - Committee updates & reports
Cllr Hughes – Traffic and Road safety 
Thames Water has installed a containment tank on Huntshill to manage surface water. The village continues to be used as a rat‑run to avoid the Cold Harbour junction, so new data strips are being installed to compare with previous traffic counts and identify any increase in vehicle movements. The Council is also exploring the installation of Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) in the village.

Cllr Selwood - Grounds Maintenance (GM) & Open Spaces (OS) The GM contract has now been fully mapped, clearly defining all areas maintained by the Parish Council. It covers grass cutting, the cemetery and churchyard, verges, waste and dog‑bin collections, leaf clearance and winter gritting. Ermin Street will be added to this contract. The Council is mindful of environmental responsibilities and will consider reduced mowing in selected areas to support habitats.
Contractor performance continues to be monitored to maintain a tidy, green village and ensure best value. Thanks were noted to parish councillors Jim Taylor and Martin Nash for voluntary work that saved the Council significant costs. Further enhancement projects will be considered where budget allows. Footpaths and pavements remain the responsibility of Highways, not the Parish Council.

****Ian did Sandra have any report for the shop?

5 - Ward Councillor - Cllr Gardiner confirmed that there are planned programmes for works to restore paths.  Nick confirmed his responsibility to be all the villages, Blunsdon, Castle Eaton, Stanton Fitzwarren & Hannington.

6 - Local organisations 
St Leonard’s Church – St Leonard’s Church wardens, Helen and Paul, reported that the PCC currently has 39 members and their priority is keeping the church open, as three of the five local churches are now closed except for festivals. To avoid the same outcome, St Leonard’s is undertaking a major re‑ordering to make the building usable for the wider community. It already hosts a Lego club, toddler group, monthly book sales and coffee mornings.
The project requires diocesan approval and must follow the Church of England’s net‑zero requirements, including installing ground‑source heat pumps. Planned works include removing the steps, adding a new kitchen and WC, installing glass entrance doors, restoring the brasses, and creating a new meeting room with Wi‑Fi. The total cost is around £590,000, of which £190,000 has been raised so far. A fundraising thermometer will show progress.
The aim is to broaden community use, so the church becomes a sustainable hub and remains open. The PCC welcomes ideas for future use. (IS) noted that Lechlade is undergoing a similar process, and (IJ) confirmed the Parish Council will support the bookings side.

[bookmark: _Int_5vzhVWmJ]Golden Gatherings – Helen explained that she launched the group last summer with the aim of giving older and disabled residents a place to meet for coffee, cake and conversation. The group now meets on the first and third Thursday each month. She thanked the Parish Council for supporting the pilot sessions, especially Jim Taylor, and the Shop management for their patience and use of the space.  Eight months on, the group has 28 regular attendees and 8 volunteers. Activities include quizzes, games and seasonal treats such as Santa’s sack. Thanks were given to Helen and the Prestbury Cottage Trust for sponsoring the group, which enables the use of Dial‑a‑Ride with a volunteer village driver. Volunteers also keep in touch with attendees by phone, and several have said this is their only outing of the week, offering valuable respite for carers.

Blunsdon Football Clubs – Sharon, the Club Secretary, reported that the club has 278 members, with 85% living within two miles of Blunsdon. The club is run entirely by volunteers and holds a 2‑star FA Community Club rating. Bumble Bees (ages 3–4) run on Saturday mornings, and teams use the MUGA in winter and the Recreation Ground in summer. The adult team is currently 4th in their division.
The club is now a registered charity, which opens further funding opportunities. Sharon highlighted the club’s wider benefits, including life skills, friendships and community involvement, noting that one former player has progressed to Manchester City.
The club would like to work with the Parish Council to improve the pavilion and can access funding but requires a lease to do so. (IJ) confirmed that the Parish Council leases the building from Swindon Borough Council, which prevents the PC from issuing a sub‑lease, so discussions with SBC will be needed.


Community Shop/Cafe - Maggie thanked the Parish Council for their continued support as landlords, including help with structural repairs, boiler issues, doors and car park maintenance, all of which have been vital in keeping the shop and café safe and welcoming.
She also expressed appreciation for the Council’s support with fundraising, including allowing free use of the hall, which has helped maximise funds returned to the community.
The Council’s assistance in progressing the installation of much‑needed air conditioning was also acknowledged. Since opening in 2023, the café has struggled with high summer temperatures due to the existing airflow system. The café has raised £3,000 in donations and is grateful to the Parish Council for contributing 50% of the cost.
Maggie highlighted the café’s involvement in the Golden Gatherings initiative, noting how valuable it has been for older residents and how well it reflects the “unity in our community” ethos.
Thanks, were also given to former councillors Martin and Jim for their support, particularly Jim’s work on signage and promotion. Finally, she thanked Sandra for her commitment as the Parish Council’s representative on the Management Committee, whose involvement has strengthened the partnership and supported building and operational matters.

Speed watch – Brian reported that the group currently has 12 members and would welcome more people to step forward, as even occasional availability is helpful. Their area covers Lady Lane, Blunsdon Hill, High Street, Sams Lane and Turnpike, with a rota circulated to members and a WhatsApp group used to ensure shift cover. The team is well supported by the police, particularly Andrew Hicks. Training is provided both online and in person until volunteers are fully authorised. Drivers caught speeding receive a letter from the police.

Preschool - We are a small village preschool offering a nurturing, holistic approach to early years education. Although the Village Hall is our base, much of our learning takes place out in the community through real‑life experiences — visiting the shop, exploring parks, spending time at the church and working on our allotment.
We welcome children from age two until they start school, building strong relationships with families throughout these important early years. We operate Monday to Friday during term time (38 weeks a year).
Our holiday club, launched in summer 2025, has been a great success, with every holiday since mid‑summer fully booked. It runs Monday to Wednesday, 8.30am–3.30pm, for children aged 3 to Year 6, offering the same caring, active and engaging approach. Many former preschool children return to join us.
At the heart of everything we do is a simple aim: to create happy, confident children who love to learn, explore and be part of our Blunsdon preschool community.  We would like to thank the Parish Council for their support and on a positive note to end on our ducklings have hatched!

Rivan – Resident's Action Group – Lesley introduced herself as a resident and a stable owner in Rose Lane.  Since planning approval was granted for the Rivan development, a local group of residents and lane users have come together to focus on road safety and access during the construction phase.
Our main concern is that Front Lane and Starwell Lane are already narrow shared-use rural lanes with blind bends, poor surfaces and very limited safe passing spaces.  They are used daily not just by walkers, cyclists and horse riders, but also by residents and families with children, smallholders and people accessing livestock and equestrian facilities.  Horses are particularly vulnerable around large vehicles, especially in confined spaces where there is nowhere safe to move away from traffic. 
Over the last few weeks, we have:
· Met with parish councillors and local representatives
· Pulled together practical safety recommendations for Highways
· Completed around 10 hours of traffic and vulnerable road user observations
· Gathered photographic evidence showing the current challenges on the lanes
Our observations recorded:
· 130 vulnerable road user movements
· 46 pedestrians/walkers
· 31 dog walkers
· 22 cyclists
· 18 runners/joggers
· 13 horse riders
We also recorded regular vehicle use including cars, vans, lorries, tractors and horseboxes.
We have photos of observations clearly showing how difficult safe passing already is on these lanes before any construction traffic is introduced.
The main outcomes we would like to see are:
· Proper passing places installed before construction traffic starts
· Very low vehicle speeds and clear signage
· Strict timing controls for HGV movements
· Drivers fully briefed regarding horse safety and vulnerable road users
· Construction traffic restricted to agreed routes only
· Continued access for animal welfare, including vets, farriers and feed deliveries.
We are grateful for the support and engagement from the Parish Council so far and we’d like to continue working together with the council and Highways to make sure appropriate safety measures are in place before construction begins.
Concerns raised:
· Lorries not slowing down or stopping to allow horses to pass – drivers need to be trained
· Having continued access for animal welfare
· Starwell Lane – lorries recently killed two cats
· Deliveries of 40 feet containers in such narrow lanes and tonnes of concrete
· Lack of ability to use Highway code recommendation – two meters passing space allowance not possible in such narrow lanes.
· Lesley confirmed that the group will continue to monitor the area and planning conditions etc.

Rapid Relief Team (Plymouth Brethren)
The RRT team began in the early days by supporting first responders through practical care and community assistance. It continues to support first responders and now the wider community, recently funding the defibrillator at the new MUGA and assisting with village litter picks, including a recent clean-up on Turnpike Road. Volunteers are always welcome to join future litter picks. The Chairman thanked the group for its continued contribution to keeping the village safe and clean.

	2605/5
	Public Recess – The Chairman invited the public for questions.
Q – Do you have jurisdiction to provide a zebra crossing?
A – (NG) this is raised by several residents and with the new phase coming in this could contribute.  (IJ) – plans are in place to assist with rat-run through the village with the build of 49 houses in Kingsdown.  A raised table and crossing are in the plan and we will pursue it.  
Q - Brian asked which direction the traffic was coming from as speed watch need permission from the police as to where they can site to ensure safe for processing.
Q – Why has the mirror at Pontins Close moved to a different direction?  (IJ & IS) to investigate and move it back.
Q – New telephone poles are being erected is the Council aware?  (IJ) BT are replacing aging poles with light poles, light meaning the weight of the pole.  (IJ) pointed out that the utility companies do not need to consult, they have powers to do the works.  Resident confirmed that the coordinates of some poles are directly in his drive where storm drains lay.
Q – Footpaths (not Highways), who do we report to?  (IJ) please report to PROW officer at SBC (Martin Fry) - it is advisable to give the reference number from maps when reporting.  BL9 is the path from the cemetery to BL8.
Q – Gate to Hayfield development is locked by padlock and during the development the plan was for it to be an access point to the footpath?  Advice is to talk to Hayfield management.
Q- Will there be a footpath linking Blunsdon Hill to town making easier access? (IJ) as part of the development for 513 houses they have agreed to improve the pedestrian route to the surgery.  LCWHIP – this is in their plan, but we need to increase pressure for this to happen.  However, the road is not currently adopted/owned by the Borough.  
(IJ) encouraged residents to write to the Borough to push for the above, the more pressure from residents the more likely it will be followed through.
The Chairman asked for AOB – (IS) a resident had asked about the cost efficiency of a remote Finance Officer living in Somerset.  Debbie confirmed that the Parish Council does not pay for any travel or accommodation expenses for the Finance Officer to carry out her role.
Thanks go to Karen Collins and Karen Jankinson for assisting with teas and coffees.

	2605/6
	Close 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9:05 p.m.



Any questions can be emailed to the PC via – debbiebraiden@blunsdon-pc.gov.uk   

	
	
	



