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Blunsdon Community Shop & Cafe 
Well, what can we say, the weather was amazing, Laura and Sharon’s 
meticulous planning paid off and you all turned out to support our  
Summer Fete and Raffle – Thank you!   

Richard Radway was the star of our raffle, our virtual Dog Show was great fun and we 
crowned our Queen Vic of the Baking Competition. We would like to thank both our 
sponsors, Suzie Rosewell (Blunsdon Groom Room) and Rosalind Jenkins Cake 
Designs, all our suppliers, volunteers and customers who generously donated prizes 
for our raffle and stalls, RRT for their BBQ and the Heart in Hand Pub for lending us their 
bouncy castle, corn hole and slushy machine.  
Our Fete was a huge success and it was fantastic to see families and people of all ages 
joining in with the fun, whilst fundraising for our community shop & cafe. The village 
has had a reel “buzz” during the past few months with all our community events and 
we are proud to be part of these events. Our village is an amazing place to live! 

 

Singalong Sound of Music 
You enjoy our Singalong Bingo Nights, why not join us 
for a Singalong Movie Night? 
We are hosting a joint fundraiser with the St Leonard’s 
Church Project “Space for All” on 8th August in the 
Church.  We still have some tickets remaining at £10 
each if you fancy joining us – but be quick! 
There will be a bar serving wine and soft drinks and of 
course we will have popcorn. 
The movie music license for this event has been 
generously sponsored by PPL PRS Ltd (UK’s music 
listening company). 
 

Have your Say – in our recent survey our customers asked for “improved stock 
reliability”. Our survey action is to ensure our Top 30 products are always in stock, but 
we thought it would be useful to share our delivery days for your everyday essentials. 

Milk – Mon, Wed, Fri Eggs – Wed Bread – Tues,Thurs, 
Sat 

Sandwiches – Mon, Wed, Fri Fresh Produce – Thurs * Flowers – Thurs 
Magazines – Tue, Wed, Thurs Newspapers – Daily  Rosalind cakes -Thur 
Andrews Meat – Fri (Order 
by Tues) 

Lynwood – Sat (order by Tues).       
                                                             * top ups as needed 

 

We do not expect customers to do their “weekly food shop” with us, but if everyone 
chose to shop local for their everyday essentials like milk, bread and eggs, along with 
any treats like cakes, wine or gifts, this would really support us – Please Shop Local 
where you can, Thank you! 
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.. FOOD FOR THOUGHT. 

Outside Catering 

 
Mobile fish & chip van will be at Blunsdon,  

Blunt Rise from 5pm 
Thursday 20th August 

(only one visit in August due to holidays) 
If you would like a copy of our menu  

please email grahamrowcliffe58@outlook.com 
or WhatsApp 07515 288414 

Pre orders welcome by WhatsApp or text 07515 288414. 
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Parish Council Update – August 2026 

August has arrived, and after the challenging weather over the last few months it’s been 
wonderful to see people looking out for one another and making use of our community 
spaces to cool off. Swindon Borough Council has shared an update on the Local Plan, with 
clearer policies, stronger environmental protections and long-term plans for homes, 
transport and infrastructure. The Community Shop Summer Fete took place on 11 July and 
was a great success, bringing families together in true village spirit. With the summer 
holidays now underway, please keep an eye on school websites for return dates and 
September updates. There’s plenty to enjoy locally this summer, from Museum & Art 
Swindon and open air theatre to food festivals at Lydiard Park, plus Coate Water’s miniature 
railway running every Sunday. Coate Water also offers nature walks, fitness sessions and 
seasonal activities, while Town Gardens continues to host music events and community 
gatherings throughout the season. 
Planning Highlights 
The parish council’s role is to provide local knowledge, raise concerns or objections, and 
represent the views of the community. Its comments are only considered part of the 
decision-making process. Members of the public can view applications, read parish council 
comments, and submit their own feedback on the Swindon Borough Council website. 
SBC Decision 
S/PHOU/26/0435 Proposal: Prior Approval Notification for the erection of a single storey 
rear extension measuring 5.0m (from existing rear wall), 2.9m (maximum height) and 2.9m 
(height to eaves). Site Address:  12 Sams Lane, Blunsdon Swindon SN26 7AY 
S/HOU/26/0511 - Proposal: Erection of proposed single storey side/rear extension, two 
storey rear and associated works.  Site Address: Lilac Cottage, Kingsdown Lane Blunsdon 
Swindon SN255DL 
S/TWC/26/0488/WOODCL   Tree: Works to trees in a Conservation area.  Site Address: Holly 
Cottage, 48 High Street, Blunsdon, Swindon 
NEW applications deposited from Swindon Borough Council for comment listed:     
Planning Application Ref:  S/LDE/26/0727  
Description: Certificate of Lawfulness (Existing) for the on-going and unrestricted residential 
use of the property.    Site Address: Happy Acre, Kingsdown Lane, Blunsdon Swindon SN25 
5DL (extension granted by sbc) Comments: BPC have no objections. 
Application Ref: S/HOU/26/0758  Description: First floor extension over existing Playroom 
to create self-contained annexe. Site Address: Portquin Lodge, Portquin Cottage, Broad Bush 
Blunsdon Swindon. Comments: BPC have no objections. 
Application Ref: S/HOU/26/0805 
Description: Erection of detached garage. Site Address: Eden Field, Kingsdown Lane, 
Blunsdon Swindon SN25 5DL Comments: BPC have no objections. 
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Revised documents on application: Application Ref: S/RES/26/0396  
Reserved matters application in respect of scale, layout, appearance, and scale in relation to 
approval of outline application reference S/OUT/20/0549 for the erection of 8 no self build 
dwellings. All matters reserved except for access.  At: Land East of Woodbine Cottage, 
Kingsdown Lane Blunsdon Swindon SN25 5DL. Comments: BPC have no objections 
Planning Correspondence 
Application Ref: S/HOU/26/0603 
Description: Erection of detached garage to rear garden.  Site Address: Land Adjacent to 
Fairview Plot 3, Kingsdown Lane, Blunsdon Swindon SN25 5DL. To review comments from 
SBC Planning Dept in relation to BPC response. Comments: BPC have no objections. 

Speed watch Update 
During the summer months our Speed Watch volunteer numbers naturally drop, as many of 
our regular helpers are supporting school holiday cover or taking well earned breaks. This 
means we have fewer people available to help keep our village roads safe.  If you have a 
little spare time and would like to support the community, we would be incredibly grateful 
for new volunteers to join the team. Even one session a month makes a real difference. 
Speed Watch is friendly, straightforward, and a great way to help keep Blunsdon safe for 
everyone. If you are interested in offering some time, please get in touch. 
Village Update  
Blunsdon Parish Council continues its work to keep Burytown Cemetery a safe, tidy and 
respectful place for families and visitors. Regular maintenance of the grounds is ongoing, 
including grass cutting and the removal of unsafe items. We recognise that the cemetery 
has not looked its best recently and changing weather conditions have made vegetation 
growth more challenging. We are committed to improving this and ensuring the cemetery is 
cared for in a way that reflects its importance to the village. We are also in the process of 
transferring all historic burial records from our old burial books into a secure digital 
database. This will provide a safer, more reliable way of storing records and associated 
paperwork for the future.  
We also have some updates coming to the MUGA. With Wi-Fi now installed on site, we are 
progressing with the setup of a new automatic gate access system linked directly to our 
bookings. This will work alongside timed lighting, helping users enjoy a more streamlined 
and reliable access process, especially during the winter months. These improvements are 
part of our ongoing work to make community facilities easier to use and better supported. 
The new wildflower areas along Ermin Street which we resowed last winter have been 
colourful and flowering with many species of flower previously unseen. Through our 
ongoing good management of these areas, we expect species diversity to improve every 
year. We will be cutting these areas in late summer. Our new trees have been suffering in 
intense heat waves and consistently dry weather. We have been watering the 55 larger 
trees we planted but the 3,900 smaller ones are impractical to water and some have died 
already, we will be replacing any dead ones this winter. Also, in this area we have an 
interpretation board coming, this will explain what has been done in the area, together with 
details of planting and maintenance. 
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Meet Your Councillor / Staff Member 
Meet Debbie - Clerk 
 
How long have you been part of Blunsdon Parish Council?   
I moved from St Andrews Parish Council to Blunsdon in March 2024 as Finance Officer. 
 
What are the main things you get involved with as part of BPC?  
I serve as the Parish Clerk for Blunsdon Parish Council, managing the Council’s governance, 
administration, and day-to-day operations. My role includes preparing agendas and 
minutes, overseeing compliance and statutory duties, assisting the finance officer with 
finance and budgets, coordinating facilities and contractors, supporting councilors, and 
acting as the primary point of contact for residents, partners, and external agencies. I 
ensure the Council operates transparently, efficiently, and in line with legislation, enabling 
informed decision making and effective delivery of local services. 
 
What do you enjoy most about the village?  
I enjoy the strong community spirit in Blunsdon, for a small village, the level of 
communication, connection and support is remarkable. People look out for one another, 
share information quickly, and come together when it matters. That sense of belonging and 
togetherness is what makes the village feel so special. 
 
What is your favorite spot in the village?  
I’d say my favourite spot in the village is the cemetery, it’s serene, beautiful, and carries that 
quiet blend of history meeting the present day. It’s a place where you can feel the village’s 
story stretching back through generations, yet it still sits at the heart of modern community 
life. There’s a calmness there that makes you pause, reflect, and appreciate the continuity 
of Blunsdon and the people who have shaped it. 
 
What are you currently working on or supporting within the parish?  
I’m currently focused on bringing the MUGA and the new Parish Office through to full 
completion, ensuring all final works are properly finished. From 15th July, I hope to be 
working from the office every Wednesday, which will strengthen day-to-day coordination 
and make it easier for residents and partners to reach me directly. Alongside these projects, 
I’m involved in almost everything that happens within the Council, from facilities, finance 
and governance to community initiatives, contractor liaison and operational support - 
helping to keep the parish running smoothly and ensuring each area progresses as it should. 
 
Is there a fun fact or interesting skill you would like residents to know about?  
I’ve always been fascinated by the stars. I’m interested in astrology, and in my mid 30’s I 
studied astronomy alongside budding college teenagers, which was both eye opening and 
great fun. I love anything to do with the night sky. I’m also outrageously competitive and will 
give almost anything a try. For my 50th birthday I climbed 40 metre boulder rock faces, I’ve 
had a go at diving, played competitive badminton for my council team, and even owned my 
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own motorbike for a while. I enjoy a challenge and I’m rarely one to sit still.  Funny fact - I 
was introduced to His Royal Highness King Charles (then Prince Charles) back in 1981 when 
he opened the council offices in Trinity Road, Cirencester.  We pulled up his general rates 
account for Highgrove as a system demonstration and found we had to embarrassingly 
inform him he was late with his rates payment! He took it well. 
 
Would you like to share a short quote about what serving the community means to you?  
Serving the community means being part of something bigger than myself. I’ve worked in 
local government since I was 17, first with Cotswold District Council and later with Parish 
Councils after early retirement.  For me, serving the community is about commitment, 
continuity and care. After a lifetime in local government, I’ve seen how vital parish councils 
are in maintaining the everyday fabric of village life. The work isn’t always visible, and it isn’t 
always appreciated, but it does make a difference. Supporting residents, safeguarding local 
assets and helping the village function smoothly is something I take pride in. Community 
service is rarely glamorous, but it’s the backbone of village life. After decades in local 
government, I value the chance to support residents at the most local, meaningful level. 
 
Dates for Your Diary 
Parish Council Meetings – The next two meetings for the Parish Council will be on:  

Full Council Parish Meeting will be on Tuesday 4th August at 7.30 pm 
Finance Parish Meeting will be on Monday 17th August at 7.30 pm 
Ward Surgery will be on 1st August 11:30am, at the Village Shop 
Golden Gatherings on 5th & 19th August at 3pm, at the Village Shop 
Summer Bank Holiday 31st August 
 
Did You Know? 
In August, Blunsdon station plays host to one of the Swindon & Cricklade Railway’s longest 
running traditions — the Teddy Bears’ Picnic. Heritage trains depart from Blunsdon Station 
on 29th and 30th August, offering a special family weekend that celebrates the village’s role 
as the headquarters of Wiltshire’s only preserved standard gauge railway. 
Blunsdon Station remains the operational heart of the Swindon & Cricklade Railway, making 
this annual August event a charming reminder of the village’s living railway heritage. 
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Blunsdon Open Gardens and Scarecrow Trail took place on Saturday 27th 
and Sunday 28th June and what another great Blunsdon event it was! 13 gardens 
opened and a massive thank you to all those gardeners for their efforts.   
Each gardener spends weeks and months trying to get their garden prepared as they 
would like it, and then spend the weekend welcoming friends, family and strangers in 
to look at it and comment. This willingness to share is hugely appreciated and I know 
they must have been exhausted by the end of it.  Unfortunately, this means that 
generally they don’t get to see each other's gardens, so on Monday 6th, the gardeners 
and a couple of the organisers did a little mini tour followed by a thank you glass of 
Pimms.  
On the trail there were 39 scarecrows to find and name and well done to all the 
scarecrow builders for their creativity.  A list of the answers is displayed on the village 
hall railings if you haven’t seen it already.  As usual, this was a pan-village event with 
music, art and the Millenium Slide Show in the Church and bees everywhere adorning 
our village - thank you to all those who contributed to make this happen. Thank you to 
our breakfast crew, who served 94 cooked breakfasts and 35 sausage/bacon baps, 
the WI for the massive supply of teas, cakes and scones in the afternoons and the 
Rapid Relief Team for supplying an additional ices-and-refreshment stop in the lower 
village on Saturday when it was very hot. Thank you too to Darren from the Heart in 
Hand for the loan of his slushie machine. The orange juice slushies were very popular. 
Thanks also to Debra Richardson for taking photographs and Richard Peterson for 
coming with his Bee-Farmer products. 
In total £4000 was raised, and on Monday 13th July a cheque for £2000 was presented 
to the Hannah@Prospect Hospice, with the other £2000 going to St Leonard’s PCC. 
Thank you once again to everyone involved who made this happen - organisers, 
creators and visitors. Well done all it was bee-autiful!! 
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*****Blunsdon Baby and Toddler Group***** 
We meet every Wednesday morning in St Leonards church from 10 to 11.30am, term 

time and holidays.  
The group includes foster carers, parents and grandparents, so a good mixture and plenty 

of experience if you wish to pick people’s brains! 
We ask £1 per session to cover costs, and this includes hot drinks and biscuits.  

There might be singing and craft sessions as well so come along and see who we are. 
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BLUNSDON WI 

In July and August we take a break from our normal meetings and go on outings. 
Many thanks to those organising these. July’s trips include NT Hidcote and a guided 
tour of Inglesham church. Quenington sculpture park proved to be success “with its 
amazing array of outdoor artwork set in such a beautiful environment.” 
Our lunch out was hosted by Hazel and was indoors in the end because of the 
extreme heat. We each brought a dish and what a wonderful spread of food. 
Many thanks to all the very hard working WI ladies that provided the tea and 
delicious cakes on the Open Gardens weekend. The Slushies curtesy of the Heart in 
Hand were also in great demand. Surplus cakes were donated to Park View nursing 
home. 
We are reviewing “Remarkably Bright creatures” on Netflix at our film club and our 
next book is “The Frozen river” by Ariel Lawhon. 
Blunsdon WI meet in the large hall of Blunsdon Village Hall on the third Wednesday 
of the month at 7.30pm from September.  

To find out about our WI call Anna on 01793 706392 or visit 
our website  jackie707.wixsite.com

****BLUNSDON SURGERY Tel 01793 721254**** 

Phone lines are open to book appointments from 8am Tues, Thurs and Frid and 
from 3pm on Mon and Weds.  EMERGENCIES – Call NHS 111 (outside surgery 
hours) 
Day Doctor Times Reception 
Mon 3.10pm - 4.40pm 3pm-6.15pm 
Tues 8.30am – 10.40am 8.45am – 12.15pm 
Weds 4pm – 7.10pm 3pm – 7.15pm 
Thurs 8.30am - 10.40am 8.45am – 12.15pm 
Frid 8.30am – 10.40am 8.45am – 12.15pm 
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Notes from the Editor 

The magazine is run by volunteers from the village. All your ideas, comments and 
contributions will always be welcome.  
Blunsdon Village Magazine is available to read online at Blunsdon Parish Council 
website: blunsdonparishcouncil.co.uk 
EDITOR: Please email all items for the magazine to blunsdonmagazine@gmail.com 
Arlene tel. 07493 978388 
ADVERTS: For advert enquiries please contact Penny on 01793 722073  
Front Cover:  Busy Bees on Sams Lane  
Your September Magazine will be delivered from: 28th August 

Community Messaging  
Hi, I’m Rachel. I’m a mum of 2 and nurse living in Blunsdon. Like many of you I have 
been absolutely horrified by the case in the news of Preston Davey and the abuse he 
suffered. We need to make a change in safeguarding practices. I have started a 
petition to make body mapping in A&E mandatory for the under 5’s when they 
present with a fracture. Body mapping is already used in hospitals so staff are 
familiar, it is easily implemented and there is a low associated cost. This is a simple 

safeguarding measure that could save lives if mandated. I would be 
so grateful for any signatures and shares, and please also contact 
your MP if you have time. We need to make a change for our 
children. Use the QR code or the link:  cchange.org/injurymapping

Volunteers to Deliver Highworth Link Magazine 
We are looking for some new volunteers to deliver the Link magazine in Blunsdon 
from the beginning of September this year. We need help with deliveries to some of 
our existing areas and there are still several areas in the village that don't receive the 
magazine, including some of the newer estates. 
Highworth Link is a free community magazine containing news and articles about 
Highworth and its surrounding villages. A broad range of local organisations 
contribute including schools, churches, charities, clubs & societies, businesses and 
councillors. The magazine is paid for by advertising and thus also contains details of 
many excellent local tradespeople. 
The commitment is to deliver to a given area, as little or much as you would like to 
do, at the start of every month except January and August. The magazines are 
delivered to your home so there's no need for you to collect them. If you think you 
might like to help please contact me either by phone 07914 767606 or 
email  rjmorris49@gmail.com 

Magazine issue Deadline for items for inclusion 
September 19th August 
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AA Recipe from CookFoodFan 

School Holidays 

Dark Chocolate and Oat Cookies  

Dark Chocolate Pecan Cookies  

5.

ENJOY 
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Did you know Blunsdon has a World champion and a double 
European champion? 

Following on from success in Poland in 2013 with the WAF (World Arm-Wrestling 
Federation), France in 2022 and Greece in 2024 with the IFA (International Arm-Wrestling 
Federation), Alan Milne of Berton Close won gold and silver at the IFA 2025 world 
championships in Baku, Azerbaijan last October and has recently followed this up with 2 
golds at the IFA European championships in Codlea, Romania this June, 2026, giving a total 
of 3 gold, 3 silver and 3 bronze medals at World and European competitions. 

In the world championships Alan won the gold on the left 
arm and silver on the right, in the senior grand master 
under 78kg class, fighting off stiff competition from the 
host country Azerbaijan and also Isreal in the finals. The 
competition took place over 7 days at the Jolly Joker 
Stadium in Baku, with weigh in and different weight 
categories and arms being contested on different days. 

Double gold was won this June at the European 
champions ships over 4 days in Codlea, Romania, beating 
Greece in the final on both arms. 

Having competed for over 20 years and also being 
treasurer for the PAA UK&I (Professional Arm-Wrestling 
Association UK and Ireland) since 2019, Alan had previously placed 3rd at the WAF 
tournament in 2013 in Poland, 2nd and 3rd in France in 2022 and 2nd and 3rd in Greece in 
2024, gold in Baku was Alan’s greatest achievement to date until winning double gold at this 
year’s European championships in 2026. 

Should you be interested in learning tips, 
techniques and arm-wrestling specific training – 
contact either: Swindon Crusaders arm-wrestling 
on Facebook – training is every Sunday evening 
from 7pm in Swindon at Absolutely Fit Studios in 
Swindon or on the web at www.paa-
armrestling.com for general information and 
updates about all things arm wrestling in the UK. 
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BLUNSDON CRICKET CLUB 
Recent Results – 4th (out of ten) Wiltshire League Division 6 
Goatacre – lost by 9 runs, with four wickets for Harry “Mystery” Roke, 
three wickets for Dave “Botty” Bott and 40 runs from opener, Shaun 
“Doddery” Dodson. 
Norton St Philip – won by 6 wickets, thanks to 4 wickets apiece from 

spin twins Harry “Mystery” Roke and Phil “The Welsh Wizard” Jones.  
Keevil – won by 120 runs, with an unbeaten 104 from Arul Mr Average” Ramasamy, three 
wickets from Harry “Mystery” Roke and a man of the match display of 67 runs and five 
wickets from Dave “Botty” Bott. 
Chippenham – won by 130 runs, with an unbeaten and then hobbley 68 from Shaun 
“Doddery” Dodson and a man of the match performance from skipper Harry “Mystery” 
Roke who smashed 60 runs and then ripped out 4 Chippy wickets.  
Upcoming fixtures – Saturday. Play begins at 1 p.m. Home Ground, Sutton Park 
1st August – away to Nationwide at the Pipers Way HQ 
8th August – home to Spye Park 
15th August – away to Burbage and Easton Royal, at the Mind The Tree Ground 
22nd August – away to Goatacre, at the Goats Make Great Nannies Arena 
29th August – home to Norton St Philip
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Hello and happy summer; whether you are basking in the sunshine or relaxing 
in the shade I have the perfect read for you…and a cooling beverage selection 
for you to choose from!  
I just finished The House of Hidden Letters by Izzy Broom and cannot 
recommend it enough. It is based on the Greek island of Folegandros and is a 

dual timeline between Skye and her reasons for entering the house for a Euro competition and 
Katerina’s story of survival during the occupation of the Second World War. The way that both 
communities build in the story are testament to the way that humans can come together when 
needed. It has everything you need for a summer read, an idyllic setting over the azure sea, a 
romance or two to be invested in, true friendships, some strong women and delicious sounding 
food plus history to discover. I would seek out a Greek wine to go with this to really feel as 
though you are raising a glass to Skye and her new friends, in particular Joy who brings sheer joy, 
as the sun sets over the Aegean Sea. Head to Asda for their Cavino Assyrtiko Historoots- the 
name itself is a pairing to the book! And furthermore, it is described as the living history of 
Greece; a bright sunshine yellow with both citrus and white blossom notes; just perfect.  
My second recommendation is Escape to Starshine Cove by Debbie Johnson (a long term 
favourite of mine!) …if I could visit here on holiday I know that I would never leave. A hidden gem 
on route to Cornwall the village of Starshine Cove holds a fabulous community, a beautiful 
beach and a cave that reflects the moonlight from the sea…just what I need to relax with a good 
book; oh, and the Starshine Inn sounds up my street too with its glittery gin cocktails. Ella leaves 
her London life behind and sets o  in her ex-husband’s car with no plan except to go where the 
road takes her…as luck would have it after a few service station sleeps she ends up in Starshine 
Cove and the people welcome her in with open arms…and a brilliant game of wacky cricket. 
Again, it is beach reading perfection, a literal journey of self-discovery and some undiscovered 
strength; my favourite kind of stories and even more so when you throw in a rooftop beach view 
too…plus Jake sounds quite dreamy! My pairing of choice for this one has to follow in the 
Starshine special footprints…start with the Mystical Unicorn Gin from Manchester Drinks (or 
Home Bargains!); a marshmallow and candy floss flavour that also sparkles, add some soda 
and top with prosecco and ice, and if you fancy it marshmallows and strawberry laces too. It’s 
super sweet, just like the story itself!  
Last but by no means least, for a laugh out loud unique look at life, go for The People Pleaser by 
Bryony Gordon. In what some of us can only dream of as an alternative dimension, Olivia starts 
to say what exactly is on her mind and never mind the consequences. As you can imagine, this 
has a variety of outcomes and releases a chain of events; some with eek moments and some 
that are downright hilarious! I particularly enjoyed the Harland moments and the calling out of 
the very much evil step ‘daddy’ and the much ‘loved’ company manager! The slow hiding in plain 
sight revenge is genius. The family dynamics are spot on and many of us will be able to relate to 
the real world of parenting, working, the washing, the cooking, the food shop and the cleaning; 
imagine just saying, nope not today! It genuinely is comedy gold- and my gold of the summer 
cocktails is a newcomer to the scene, the Saartii Spritz; just like this book it’s refreshing, new 
and a bit fruity! The sweet sister of Aperol, Saarti contains blood orange, mango and 
passionfruit, serve it with prosecco, ice and a slice of lime for summer in a glass…the perfect 
way to dream about what you would say to THAT person in your life; we all have one! I could 
write a whole directory about summer reads this year- look at G.D Wright, Sarah Morgan, 
T.Logan and Heidi Swain. It’s definitely Spritz season…how are you making yours? Share your 
creations, reads and reviews with me at @reading_with_wine on Instagram.  
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The Chatterbox – Thanks to Those with Green Fingers 
At the end of June, some residents of Blunsdon opened up their gardens to the wider 
public so that we could see the fruits (and flowers) of their labour during the Open 
Gardens and Scarecrow weekend.  I enjoy gardening but don’t consider myself very 
knowledgeable or skilled and, although I really wanted to see the gardens, I felt 
some trepidation beforehand.   They would, no doubt, be well-informed and I was 
worried I’d ask a question that would make me look daft or might cause a ‘real’ 
gardener to roll their eyes and sigh at my lack of knowledge.  I also wondered if I’d 
return to my own little garden totally despondent and overwhelmed by their offerings 
that would be worthy of The Chelsea Flower Show, at least.  
The Horticultural Trade Associates has some interesting statistics on its website.  It’s 
estimated that there were around 203 million visits to the UK’s approximate 1,500 
garden centres and each of those individuals visited about 5.1 times over a 12-
month period.  Outdoor flowers and pot plants made up most of the sales.  In terms 
of how people use their outdoor space, the majority use their garden for growing 
plants, trees or flowers.  This is followed by entertaining family and friends and thirdly 
for growing fruit and vegetables.  UK households spend around £9 billion on garden 
retail annually with the average household spending £320 per year. It’s clearly a 
booming (or ‘blooming’?) business. 
Back to the Open Gardens.  My concerns regarding looking like a simpleton within 
the gardening fraternity were completely unfounded.  The proud owners of each 
garden were welcoming, friendly and hospitable and I confess that the visits that 
were only meant to take up one day became the whole weekend as conversations 
flowed and each garden was worthy of so much more than a mere cursory glance.  
As well as the obvious pride they rightly felt and hard work they clearly put in to 
produce such beautiful gardens, it was interesting to hear what their reasons and 
motivations were for making a year-round and sometimes very hard-going 
commitment.  For many it was a therapy and focus – they could while away the 
hours creating and nurturing something beautiful in a place where they enjoyed 
being.  Feeling closer to nature was another as many of the gardeners made efforts 
to choose plants that attracted bees and butterflies and gave refuge to wildlife.  
Some had organised stunning areas for entertaining or designed quiet spaces, 
surrounded by scented plants such as honeysuckle or jasmine where they could sit 
and read or enjoy their morning coffee outdoors.  Varying in size and purpose, each 
lovely garden was unique and very personal.  Stunning ponds and water features 
were evident in many gardens along with some enormous fish!  Sometimes the 
tinkling sound of running water can be incredibly relaxing on a hot day, as well as 
somewhere to cool down for our garden birds.  Gardens can be the perfect antidote 
to noisy, chaotic days bringing calm, creating purpose, restoring balance and 
providing beauty.  Visiting them was a truly, lovely way to spend my weekend. 
The gardens I saw represented effort, patience, hope and love both in the way they 
were created and had evolved over time.  Far from making me feel dissatisfied with 
my own garden, I came home full of enthusiasm and inspiration from the lovely 
gardeners of Blunsdon that opened up their individual plots of paradise for us.  
Thank you so much! 
Enjoy your month of August.  Till next time. 
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Bringing People Together to Make a Difference 
Rotary brings people together with a shared purpose: to use their time, skills and 
energy to help others. Rotary is one of the world’s largest and most successful 
membership and humanitarian service organisations with more than 1.2 million 
members in over 200 countries. 
Rotary membership offers people the chance to meet others, build friendships, 
support good causes and take practical action where it is needed most. 
Whether helping a local project, raising funds, supporting young people or 
contributing to international campaigns, Rotarians share a simple belief: communities 
are stronger when people work together. 
For example, Rotary has played a leading role in the fight to end polio. Since 1985 
this has been one of Rotary’s key humanitarian priorities. At that time there were 
more than 1,000 cases a day in 125 countries. Today, through Rotary’s End Polio 
Now campaign and its global partners, polio cases have been reduced by 99.9%. 
Rotary is also about fellowship, friendship and local action. Members come from 
many walks of life but they are united by a desire to contribute something positive: 
whether that is supporting community events, helping local charities, encouraging 
young people or raising awareness of causes that matter. 
Rotary’s vision is to see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting 
change: across the globe, in their communities and in themselves. 
That vision begins with people who are willing to get involved, share ideas and take 
the first step. If you enjoy meeting people, care about your local area, or would like to 
make a difference in a friendly and practical way, Rotary could be a rewarding place 
to start. If Rotary interests you please get in touch to learn more about what we do, 
meet our members, and discover how you could be part of making a positive 
difference, locally and internationally. To speak to Ken phone 07710 228697 (or 
Chris phone 07712 078942), or send an email to rotaryswindonnorth@gmail.com 
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