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Minutes of Blunsdon’s Fourth Parish Council Meeting, of 2026/27, was held on Monday 1st June at 7.30pm. This meeting was held at Blunsdon Village Hall 
Cllr Members Present: Cllrs Ian Jankinson (IJ), Ian Selwood (IS), Sandra Keates (SK) & Kingsley Poulton (KP) 
Ward Councilors Present: None
Members of Public (MOP) – Six
Officers: Debbie Braiden, Clerk. Claire Boles, Deputy Clerk
________________________________________________________________________
Cllr Poulton signed his Declaration of Acceptance form.  Cllrs Weston & Gardiner to sign at the next meeting as absent.      
26/42 APOLOGIES   
Advanced apologies from Peter Hughes (PH), Kingsley Poulton (KP) and Cllr Paul Weston (PW) & Nick Gardiner (NG)
26/43 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
1. No declarations of interest.
2. No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests were received, therefore, no requests for dispensation were made.  
26/44 TO APPROVE CO-OPTION APPLICATIONS
All four attendees made individual representation for being considered for co-option.
Members reviewed the expression(s) of interest for the councillor vacancies. Following discussion, it was unanimously resolved to co-opt Vanessa Boyd, Hazel Wakefield, Lesley Elliot and Jo Barnett onto the Parish Council. All completed and signed a ‘Declaration of Acceptance of Office’ and took their seat.
26/45 PUBLIC RECESS 
1. Ward reports received – none.
2. Recess - It was noted that one of the dates were incorrect on the agenda.  

Also, MOP could not find the minutes for March on the website.  CB confirmed that they are posted but sometimes they do not list on the website in chronological order.  		

The Council was asked to consider why a garage would need bi-fold doors on planning application in Kingsdown Lane.
Q - With 25 houses being built S/0603 could a 20 MPH be introduced in Kingsdown Lane?
MOP gave permission for Speed Watch to use his drive in Kingsdown Lane to monitor speeds as he felt it wasn’t safe.
26/46 MINUTES    
RESOLVED: MINUTES from the Full Council Meeting 11th May 2026
1. The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 11th May 2026 were not approved due to restricted access to the online document and Cllr absences from last meeting, these are to be presented again at the next meeting on the 15th of June.
[bookmark: _Int_XvwcgpLT]2.   To review the Full Council action points for the above Full Council meeting and to approve further actions to be taken.  
· Ongoing – Items outside the control of BPC, awaiting update. 
· In Progress – BPC actions in progress.
· Complete – Action completed; item to be removed from the list. 


	No 
	COUNCIL ACTIONS
	Assigned to: 
	Status:

	1
	Community Building Car Charger: Charger installed, await fixing of rubber and bolt. 11/5 SK to chase
· Air Con quote Great Indoors - to obtain further servicing costs following first year.  
· Quote received from Shop Electrician for installation of AC.
· Once AC installed, the Council to issue an invoice to the shop management.
· PLI from BREEVES received. Place PO for the pavers to be re-sanded.
· To get quotes for timber treatment in outside porch area by entrance doors.

	
Cllr Keates & Clerk
	
Ongoing

	2
	Water Seepage: bend at Front Lane & Back Lane. Reported to Thames Water twice and SBC Cllr Gardiner to invite an officer from Highways to visit. IS raised concerns of inclement & freezing weather approaching which will create ice in this area.  2/2/26 Agreed annual occurrence, currently dangerous due to icy conditions. Clerk contacted Cllr Weisinger.  POST MEETING NOTE: Emailed received from Cllr Weisinger a case has been raised with SBC. Report on JADU system with photos
JADU Ref: E38045 (Front Lane 20/5) JADU Ref: E38308 (Back Lane 20/5)
	D/Clerk


	Ongoing

	3
	High Street Path repairs: 1/6 Highways response  HHighwayMaintenance@swindon.gov.uk   Report E37695 for the pavement opp 76 High Street, inspection carried out and a job has been raised.
	PH
D/Clerk

	Ongoing

	4
	MUGA - Hyundai sweeper:  1/6 Training complete, it works well but IJ to speak with Hyundai re accelerator cable as when brush engages it slows the sweeper down which is not correct.
Gate Access controls: Christys and Banham will do install in June, Wifi needs to be set up ready before confirming date.
Electric Car Charging points – Osprey/Zest declined. SK to contact Charge My Street to see if they are interested in supplying units.
To investigate RING system for CCTV
	IJ 


D/Clerk


Cllr Keates

D/Clerk

	In Progress


In Progress


In Progress

In Progress

	5
	Community Building: Quotation required for pipe lagging in roof due to condensation build up.
	Clerk
	

	ACTIONS UNDER REVIEW

	6
	[bookmark: _Int_EfDMD48O]Traffic/footpaths: SBC expect an increase in funding for cycling & walking schemes. We want the footpaths to be improved for the school and the surgery. Also see AP no. 4 of 1/12/25. An update was provided to IJ to say SBC would allow access to S106 funds for pathways to school, bus stop etc to help with the 80 new homes project currently being reviewed. 2/2/26 IJ emailed SBC manager – no progress to report. 11/5 No updates provided so far awaiting traffic data. 1/6 IJ to chase – CWIP - IS confirmed path resurfacing maybe preparation to adopt? No pathway from village to surgery – NG may be able to assist as now on Highways & Transport committee.
	Cllr Jankinson




	Ongoing

	7
	Kingsdown Development: S106 form still to be signed. Current Reserve Matters Plan is not acceptable. 2/2/26 SBC, Tim Thomas and team are still to provide updates.  11/5 Update in April – Reference Reg 19 will be in August C/F 1/6 No reply recieved, IJ wrote to Tim Thomas to confirm, is S106 signed, as there is activity around the development site.  2015 Local Plan, Persimmon and Primegate to fund infrastructure for 1650 hses.  This was agreed in principal with Borough & Developers but document has not been sigend.

	Cllr Jankinson
	Ongoing

	8
	High Street: The road mirror at the methodist church has lost its reflective coating and will need replacement, IJ to consult with Highways.
	IJ
	Ongoing

	9
	Ermin Street: Update needed for Parish On Line. Confirmation of what maintenance is needed, and who will be carrying it out.
	IS & Clerk
	Ongoing 

	CLOSED ACTIONS (from these minutes)

	1
	Community Shop: The Clerk will speak to suppliers regarding two way fan recommendations 1/6 Not required by shop as fans in place
	
	Closed

	2
	 Electric Speed Sign: Await copy report on the traffic survey. IJ and   P.Martlew to meet to discuss plans for Ermin Street, and update on Blunsdon Hill report.  PH confirmed next stage is to receive the traffic survey report & he will chase Martin. Cllr Hughes reviewed details provided by Highworth TC on signage and reports data to police, he is awaiting recommendation from Highways. IJ confirmed that planning permission for signage/post would need to be applied for. IJ gave Julie Furneval as a contact at SBC for post positioning. 11/5 Awaiting report on speed lines, new ones have been installed on Broadbush/Beach Lea 1/5 No updates. 1/6 To add to the agenda under Projects
	 
	Moved to agenda

	3
	Pavilion refurb – Quotes received to bring us in line with planning conditions. 11/5 Clerk to check we are up to date with planning decisions. Funds (lottery community fund) and next steps to be discussed at next meeting. 1/6 All conditions now cleared
	
	Closed

	5
	Report E37696 for road surface at the junction of Sam’s Lane upon investigation by Highways, the problem does not meet further investigation level, however the site will be monitored for safety defects during regular inspections.
	
	Closed

	6
	Muga Water connection: 22/4/26 plumber on site to supply new pipework and a Water Regs Certificate for TW for the install of a meter & connection. 11/5 Clerk confirmed work still pending and hole still open, Clerk to chase contractors due to H&S risk. 1/6 All completed
	
	Closed

	6
	Members asked for the MUGA tennis availability be advertised on social Media 1/6 Complete
	
	Closed

	DEFERRED ACTIONS

	
	Pavilion – electrical jobs – on hold
1) Pavilion Electrical Building Safety Test Certificate. 2/2/26 JT investigated this – few issues arose and on hold.
2) Pavilion – PAT testing for appliances. 2/2/26 Cllr Tayler liaising with BFC to remove all own goods that do not require PAT testing first.  Clerk to ask Cricket Club.
	




Clerk
	In Progress



26/47 PLANNING
1. Planning decisions advised by Swindon BC were noted:
S/TWC/26/0604 - DECISION NOTICE (Tree Works) - Approved

S/TWC/26/0488 - DECISION NOTICE (Treed Works) - Approved

S/HOU/26/0409/HAPA - 2 Kingsdown Lane, Blunsdon SN25 5DL – Erection of single storey side extension – DECISION NOTICE - Approved

S/HOU/26/0428/WOODCL - 3 Anvil Street, Blunsdon SN26 7BT – Erection of single storey rear extension – DECISION NOTICE - Approved

S/LDP/26/0443/WOODCL - 12 Sams Lane, Blunsdon Swindon - First Schedule: Certificate of Lawfulness (Proposed) for the erection of a box dormer to the side elevation. - DECISION NOTICE - Granted certificate of lawful use. It was noted that BPC did not receive notification of this application.

S/HOU/26/0428/WOODCL - This item was listed twice on the agenda in error.

2. The following applications were considered and comments approved upon new applications deposited from Swindon Borough Council for comment listed: 
Planning Application Ref: S/HOU/26/0603 
Description: Erection of detached garage to rear garden. 
Site Address: Land Adjacent to Fairview Plot 3, Kingsdown Lane, Blunsdon Swindon SN25 5DL
Comments: The Council objected based on; the Parish Council has reviewed the proposal and has significant concerns regarding the practicality and intended use of the building. The submitted plans appear poor in quality and lack essential clarity. There is no evident vehicular access to the named garage, and the inclusion of full height glass doors to the front strongly suggests that the structure is not intended to function as a garage. Clarification is therefore required on the proposed use of the building, as the current design does not align with the stated purpose.

Application Ref: S/HOU/26/0562 
Description: Erection of a two-storey side/rear extension and associated works. 
Site Address: Streetside, Front Lane, Blunsdon Swindon SN26 7BJ
Comments to be deferred noting end date is 10th June until Conservation Officer has commented.

3. To receive & note planning correspondence received 
Planning PP-12159181 Shepperd's Hut, Broadbush  – resident letter received to say that an application has been submitted to SBC for retrospective permission with amendments.  Council will await appeal.
St Leonard’s Church - The Chairman noted that a meeting has been arranged with Historic England and Conservation Officers on 17th June at 13:00 hrs.  The Church also wrote to thank the Parish Council for approving their application.
Woodbine Cottage: Cllr Jankinson informed members that the Parish Council would continue to maintain its objections to the proposal. SBC’s rules regarding “self‑build” classification were noted, although members expressed concern that this approach appears unfair when multiple buildings are constructed by the same builder. The Parish Council remains unhappy with the design of the proposed front wall, which is not considered to be in keeping with the character of the surrounding area. Members also noted that no response has been received regarding the sewage treatment plant for the eight dwellings. Concerns remain that the adjacent brook may not be suitable to receive effluent from eight additional properties, and clarification is still required from SBC on this matter.
Lower Burytown Farm / Hannington: Members noted that Hannington Parish Council had passed a resolution regarding the land surrounding Burytown Farm. Blunsdon Parish Council agreed that it wished to provide feedback to Swindon Borough Council in support of Hannington’s objections and SBC’s position to leave the Bury Town Application out of the Local Plan. It was agreed that the Clerk would submit this feedback directly to SBC. A copy of the submission will be available to members of the public on request from the Clerk.

26/48 FACILITIES:

1. Village Hall -
All agreed purchase of replacement urn for the kitchen for approximately £50.
Hills have provided update on Glass recycling agreements, Clerk to check to see if the hall falls with these rules based on number of employees. Clerk to also check with the cleaner on quantity of glass waste from users. The caretakers will be carrying out painting within the village hall during the summer months.

2. Grounds Maintenance & Open Spaces – Lee will lend the caretaker a leaf blower prior to reviewing purchasing one.  IS confirmed that the clearance of the garden area outside the cold harbour may be slightly delayed as Lee is on sick leave. IS spoke to the family connected to the bench in this area and it being moved, they requested it to be relocated to another area within the village. The Millenium Gardens may require some work, IS to check its current condition and liase with Lee.  Clerk to get confirmation of ongoing maintenance work at Ermin Street, this should be added to Parish On-Line and any modules.  IS confirmed Lee has attended to the Back House entrance growth.  

3. Community Building – Engineer came to replace valve, but not needed as existing valve works fine, he raised concerns over the condensation on pipes in roof area and suggested all weather lagging, a quotation is needed. 17/6 a service will take place. This week the air con units will be installed using the electrician recommended by the shop. The option of extractors to help with heat from fridges was temporarily declined as there are existing ones in place. 

4. Cemetery & allotments - Jim Tayler confirmed he will continue to look after the community allotment for pre-school. The caretaker has been carrying out moss clearing at the cemetery, a chemical risk assesment would be required for any new chemicals purchased and stored. 

5. Pavilion, Recreation Ground & Play areas - 
Darwin Ecological Report now received and noted.
Bin at Sutton Park (Due to excess rubbish on match days)
Option 1 – Carry out additional collection charge of £2.50 per week (so collection before and after match)
Option 2 – Install additional bin (held in storage) £50, plus additional £2.50 per week collection. It was agreed by all to go for the additional bin.
The caretaker will look at relaying the paving around the pavilion and replacing two broken toilet seats.

6. MUGA – All approved to purchase small handheld hoover for the office. Clerk to chase contractor on installation of Wi-Fi.

7. SIDS - To discuss way forward with SID positions and project – deferred until the next meeting for Cllr Hughes’ attendance.

Note: At 9pm one member of the public left the room.

26/49 FINANCE
1. Year End Variances confirmed by the Clerk for AGAR.
2. Quote from Allbuild £2640 plus vat for concrete base for bench at Ermin Street has been received. It was agreed that the previous quote from In 2 Groundworks which Oliver provided, should be used as much lower in price.
3. It was resolved to remove the previous authorised signatories, Michael Compton, Stuart Boyd & Tracey Judd from the Co-op Operation’s account XXXXX918 as they have all left the council.   As three signatories are required, all members approved that with immediate effect that the new Finance Officer, Kate Egan be added to the same account as an authorised third signatory with existing signatories Debbie Braiden & Ian Jankinson.  The Council confirm as per their standing orders only two signatories are required.

26/50 CORRESPONDENCE 
1. Hayfield resident requested confirmation if bins are charged within Hayfield estate as part of management charge.  This was confirmed.
2. Resident request to consider a skate park in the future when looking at options for village facilities.  Chairman stated this should be included in the Section 106 planning stage for future developments.

26/51 PARISH MATTERS

Rivan: Cllr Poulton asked members whether or not the Council should have legal/consultancy representation at an advisory level or to act as a go between.  Discussions took place regarding how the Parish Council should progress with monitoring the works being carried out at the Rivan site and its access to the village. It was agreed that responsibility for raising any concerns should rest with the wider community, with residents encouraged to report issues directly to the Rivan Action Team and/or via the SBC Planning Portal so that matters can be investigated further by the relevant authority. The Parish Council confirmed that it will continue to support the Rivan Action Team where possible.  It was agreed that a checklist be sent to everyone so that everyone had the information available as to what should/or not be happening and also to encourage all to  report back to the Action Group.  Cllrs Elliot and Barnett will co-produce the checking list and circulate to members & the village magazine and will continue with a monthly update in the magazine as they form part of the Resident’s Action Group.
Cllr Wakefield asked about the Hayfield dead trees.  The Chairman confirmed that they have still not been resolved. IJ to provide copy of the order and planning number for Hayfield to take action on the replacement of the trees to Helen Wakefield to share with residents. There is a meeting with NG in July to push this forward as an infringement of planning application.
IS confirmed he had spoken with the family connected to the bench on the grounds at the Cold Harbour junction.  They would like to see the bench relocated within the parish.
It was noted that the four new members would start on the new microsoft email system once set up and avoiding ZOHO set up.
The clerk confirmed she would be on holiday 8th to 15th June.
Hazel Wakefield gave advanced apologies for the meeting of the 15th June.

26/52 KEY MESSAGES FOR MAGAZINE/FACEBOOK/WEB 

Support Rivan Action plan on facebook and magazine.
Moving of the bench from the area at the cold harbour to an alternative setting.
Support of the Hannington objection.
New bin to be installed at the recreation ground due to rubbish issues.
New members of the team.

26/53 CLOSE & SUMMONS TO ATTEND NEXT MEETING 
The next Full Council meeting is Monday 6th July, and the next Finance meeting is Monday 15th June.
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.35 pm
           


  ………………………………......  
Signed by Chairman, Monday 6th July 2026
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