	
	[image: ]
	



Minutes of Blunsdon’s Eleventh Parish Council Meeting of 2025/26 held on Monday 15 September 2025 at 7.30pm. This meeting was held at Blunsdon Village Hall.   
Cllr Members Present:   Cllrs Ian Jankinson (IJ), Jim Tayler (JT), Ian Selwood (IS), Peter Hughes (PH), Paul Weston (PW), Sandra Keates (SK), Nick Gardiner (NG), 
Ward Councilors Present: None                                                             
Members of Public - One
Officers:   Claire Boles (A/Clerk) (CB) 
_______________________________________________________________________________
25/140	 APOLOGIES:   
 Apologies received from Debbie Braiden (Clerk & RFO), Ward Cllr Weisinger, Ward Cllr Manro, Martin Nash (MN) & Kingsley Poulton (KP) 

25/141	 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 1 Declarations of interest from councillors Taylor were expressed on planning item no S/25/1072. 
 2 No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary or non-pecuniary       
  interests were received, therefore, no requests for dispensation were made.  

25/142 RECESS – Nothing was raised.
25/143 MINUTES   
MINUTES FROM 1st September 2025 MEETING  
1. Proposed by Cllr Selwood, seconded by Cllr Keates, all agreed they be accepted as a true record – the minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.  
2. REVIEW ACTION POINTS FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
With effect from 6th October, and in alignment with practices adopted by other parish councils, Full Council meetings will record and review action points arising solely from that meeting, with the corresponding minutes to be approved at the following month’s Full Council meeting. The same process will apply to Finance meetings, which will list and review only the action points specific to that meeting, with minutes approved at the next scheduled Finance meeting. This approach ensures that each set of actions is reviewed once per month, allowing sufficient time for progress and potentially reducing the time spent on action updates during meetings. Accordingly, the action points below have been split into two section and will in future show on the respective minutes only.
Ongoing – Items outside the control of BPC, awaiting update. 
In Progress – BPC actions in progress.                     
Complete – Action completed; item to be removed from the list. 

	No 
	Full Council Meeting Action points – actions for discussion on 6th October
	Assigned to: 
	Status: 

	1
	Community Building Car Charger: Cllr Keates advised that ‘Charge my Street’ will install a second charger if their claim is successful through the driver's insurance. Supplier to be chased.
Details of the insurance company to be passed to Cllr Keates.
	Ward Cllr Keates  

RFO
	Ongoing 

	2
	Millenium Garden paving slabs: Work to slabs, repointing of the walls, trim back hedges & removal of vegetation.  Work has commenced, Cllr Tayler meeting with contractor for an update on progress. No invoice has been submitted to BPC. It is noted that another trim back is required.
	Cllr Tayler  
	In progress 

	3
	Stratton bins: Due to be installed 15/9
	Cllr Nash & Tayler  
	In progress 

	4
	Cemetery: Obtain quote to remove excess brambles from graves, old graves that have not been maintained in several years. To replace the Loral that has died.
	Cllr Tayler
	In Progress

	5
	Ermin Street Project: Obtain quote from GM for clearing grit bin on Blunsdon Hill, flailing the area in advance of commencement of work. Run mower over the area in order to clear/disturb all surface area.  
	Cllr Taylor
	In Progress

	6
	Circular Garden at Cold Harbour: This area is covered within the Module in the contract, so should be actioned.
	Cllr Tayler & Nash 
	In Progress

	7
	Defibrillator: To get quotes for external case for defibrillator at pavilion. Quote for an electrical supply to also be considered.
	A/Clerk
Cllr Selwood
	In Progress

	8
	Copse: Quotation no. 1154 for £1327 +VAT submitted for removal benches and deliver to store, remove dead trees, strim area level to whole area & remove debris. Approved to do the works listed in quote - RFO to arrange a more detailed description of work to be carried out and P/O The bench from this area will be stored for future use. Item 145/6
	Cllr Taylor 


RFO
	In Progress

	9
	MUGA Weed pick: Allbuild quote 1160, Remove tree & bramble to entrance way to side of MUGA £450. Spray is on side & rear entrance of MUGA £400. To remove vegetation to fence line £150 Item no 25/145.10 RFO to arrange P/O
	RFO / Cllr Nash & Tayler
	In Progress

	10
	Footpaths, The Haul Road: Campaign for road closure.  SBC to revisit site now the temporary closure is reopened. The proposed development of Tadpole will affect the request to close the road. The 49 homes in Kingsdown will mean changes to the traffic lights at Cold Harbour, then affecting proposals towards The Haul Road. A response is due from SBC on Section 106 Claim. NG confirmed there were currently resource issues at SBC.
	Cllr Gardiner
	Ongoing

	11
	Openreach: on behalf of Virgin O2 are carrying out groundwork throughout the village to provide broadband to residents.  Project to be monitored. No reply has been received on project updates from contractors. 
	Cllr Selwood 
	Ongoing 

	12
	High Street Path repair: SBC job reference E30409
To resubmit another complaint following Cllr Jankinson’s fall.  
	Cllr Hughes 
Clerk
	Ongoing 

	13
	Traffic: SBC are expecting an increase in funding to assist with cycle & walking schemes. The new Swindon Plan includes proposed 513 additional housing at the end of Tadpole, near the school and surgery, this will affect access at the Cold Harbour, Ermin Street & Blunsdon Hill if approved and a re-shape of paths/road would be required. A new plan was received 1.9.25, we will be response responding as it is not in line with the Neighbourhood Plan (which is planning law).
	Cllr Jankinson   
	Ongoing 

	14
	Kingsdown Development: S106 form still to be signed. Current Reserve Matters Plan not acceptable. 
	Cllr Jankinson  
	Ongoing 

	15
	Electric Speed Sign: Meeting took place with PH &  P.Martlew who will now arrange a traffic survey.
IJ to ask P.Martlew what plans are with Ermin Street.
	Cllr Hughes   

Cllr Jankinson
	Ongoing

	16
	Broadbush pavement: Excessive growth alongside the pavement on Broadbush. On the SBC action list 28/8.
	Cllr Gardiner  
	Ongoing 

	17
	Water Seepage: in the middle of the road on bend at Front Lane & Back Lane. Reported to Thames Water and SBC.Cllr Gardiner to invite an officer from Highways to visit.
	Cllr Gardiner 
	Ongoing 

	18
	Council Garages: SBC have carried out a walk around inspection. A full audit will be carried out as numerous garages are empty and not fit for purposes. SBC will be contacting tenants that hire garages if repairs are needed. It should be noted that BPC are not able to support the maintenance of the area around the garages.
	Cllr Hughes
	On Going

	19
	Ermin street issues: Oliver has requested that the grit bin be emptied of rubbish so it can be moved for access. The ground vegetation has crept across the path in this area. It was agreed that any costs in relation to this should come from S106. 
	Cllr Tayler
	

	
	Finance Meeting Action Points – actions for discussion on 20th October
	
	

	1
	Staff review policies: amendments required to suit BPC staff.
	RFO 
	In progress 

	2
	Cemetery – To review: 
a. New Software (NG)
b. New mapping software (NG) 
c. Parish On-line mapping (RFO)
d. Scanning historic books (NG & A/Clerk)
e. Transcribing books onto database (NG)
f. Check with GM if qualified for headstone checking (A/Clerk)
g. Join ICCM and training (RFO & A/Clerk)

	Cllr Gardiner, RFO & A/Clerk 
	In progress 

	3
	MUGA Entry System: Cllr Taylor to request that Slatters provide details of suitable entry system to RFO.
Cllr Jankinson to research App based control box for key.
RFO awaiting update from LB on key access system
	Cllr Taylor
                   Cllr Jankinson
RFO
	In Progress

In Progress
In Progress

	4
	GM Contract & Mapping: Training booked for DB & CB for October.
a. Add the approved quotes for £50 on to main GM contract & mapping for extra verges along High St.  
b. Add square bin to Hyde Road to mapping. 
c. Add allotments to mapping.
	RFO
	In Progress 

	5
	Tree report: from Cotswold Tree Surgeon provided quote for tree reports for St Leonard’s church and Bury Town Cemetery £380. And the Recreation Ground £320. RFO to raise P/O and instruct work to go ahead.
	A/Clerk / RFO
	In Progress

	6
	PC office build/unit: Invoice paid for 50%. Delivery due end of September.
	 RFO   
	In progress 

	7
	Daikin boiler: Daiken are now in partnership with Robert Heath Heating. A power flush on the system which is not covered on service contract to be booked for September, all agreed to gain 2 quotes with one obtained from Daikin. 
A valve change should be done at the same time as system would need to be shut down. Book for September.
	Cllr Tayler & Keates
	In Progress 

	8
	BFC meeting / Lighting: 2 PIR motion/timer external lights to be sourced. Check internal light sockets are GU10 type and suitable for LED bulbs, if so, get quote for bulbs.
	Cllr Tayler
	In Progress

	9
	BFC meeting action / Access:    Explore alternative entry system for Pavilion for storage of keys, Recreational meeting to be arranged to discuss keys and options for cleaning.
	RFO / Cllr Tayler
	In Progress

	10
	BFC meeting action / Formal Hire Agreement: The updated hire agreement to be sent to the Recreational Committee for checking.
	RFO
	In Progress

	11
	Trade Accounts: Edmunson Electrical account opened.
Clerk to open a Jewson and Wickes account
	Clerk
	In Progress

	12
	Storage containers: Update required on the delivery of the two containers after concerns of access
	RFO & Cllr Nash
	In progress 

	13
	Land Registry Copse: Apply for land registry ownership (previously applied in 1992). The land has been maintained for 20 years
	RFO
	In Progress

	14
	Land Registry Linley Road Area: Apply for land registry ownership.
	RFO
	In Progress

	
	NEW Actions from these minutes 
	 
	 

	15
	JADO – Maintenance log for parishes to log jobs with SBC. BPC to register and start to use
	A/Clerk
	

	16
	GM Module Update: It was noted that Lee has purchased a ride on street sweeper which can collect leaves, wash gullies and sweep, he is already using it in Wanborough. Based on this, the Leaf Cleaning Module within the GM Contract should be amended accordingly to reflect this change and cost? 
	RFO
	In Progress

	17
	Seeding - at Linley Road Play Area: Quotes to be obtained
	Cllr Taylor
	In Progress

	18
	Support for Defibriallator: Cllr Jankinson to ask Barry Compton on possible support for additional Defibrillator at MUGA
	Cllr Jankinson
	In Progress

	19
	Defibrillator at MUGA – cost for new defibrillator and case to be sourced.
Electric feed for casing to be considered.
	A/Clerk

Cllr Selwood
	In Progress

	 
	Actions confirmed as COMPLETE, to be removed on next minutes
	 
	 

	
	Pavilion Extractors: Delivered and installed
	RFO  
	Complete

	
	WP Landscapes: The Council noted that the supplier, WP Landscapes, disputed the original quotation for paving works at the pavilion, citing an error in measurements which led to the job remaining incomplete. Despite efforts, the matter could not be resolved satisfactorily.  A revised invoice has been received.
Invoice has been paid. A/Clerk wrote to supplier to update them on payment and to advise disappointment with the unresolved work.
	A/Clerk
	Complete 

	
	Dedication gift: Gift has been arrived. Arrange coffee & cake for 6th October @ 6pm. Invites have been sent to Ward Cllrs, Tracey, Rachel & Stewart.
	RFO
	Complete 

	
	BFC meeting action / LB update: Change customer name from Colts to Blunsdon Youth.
	A/Clerk
	Complete

	
	BFC meeting action / LB update: Can we amend the LB system so that the football team can book time slots that fit in with their needs rather than a block prefix time.
	RFO
	Complete

	
	MUGA LB system: New booking system to be added to LB
	RFO
	Complete

	
	Cemetery:   Obtain a sign for uneven ground. 
	A/Clerk
	Complete

	
	MUGA Bin: Quotation 1153 submitted to RFO for supply of square bin on secure fixed base at a cost of £519.98. It was Agreed by All to purchase.
	RFO
	Complete


  
25/129 PLANNING  
 1. Planning decisions advised by Swindon BC 
Application Number: S/HOU/25/0861/JOPL 
Re: Erection of single storey side extension
At: White Cottage, Broad Bush Blunsdon Swindon SN26 7DH 
Comments: Refused by SBC

2. New application deposited from Swindon Borough Council for comments

Application Ref: S/25/0809 
Re: Erection of a temporary synthetic fuel facility, solar array and associated Infrastructure. 
At: Land Off Little Rose Lane, Swindon
Comments: The council wishes to Object based on;
The Parish Council continues to raise significant concerns regarding the proposed development off Little Rose Lane. Key issues include the absence of DSEAR-compliant safety assessments, evacuation plans, and coordination with emergency services; lack of independent review on technology viability and economic modelling; misrepresentation of carbon benefits; and unresolved traffic risks due to HGV use on unsuitable rural roads. Ecology concerns remain due to redacted data and construction during nesting season, while heritage impacts are heightened by the recent identification of nine additional “Highworth Circles” and disputed visual assessments. Planning policy conflicts persist, particularly around sustainability and landscape harm, and the use of concrete bases for gas storage units suggests a permanent structure contrary to the application’s “temporary” designation. Noise and EMF impacts are also disputed, with both the Environmental Officer and Environment Agency expressing serious reservations. Action points remain under review.
Application Ref: S/25/1072
Description: Erection of 1 no. self-build dwelling with associated external works including new driveway off the existing access, erection of garage with home office accommodation.
At: Land Adjacent to Bluebells, Kingsdown Lane, Blunsdon Swindon
Comments: The Council wishes to object based on:
The Parish Council maintains its objection to the revised planning application for land adjacent to Bluebells, Kingsdown Lane. Concerns include over-intensification of the site, loss of privacy to neighbouring properties, and undeclared alterations to access. The impact of a nearby construction yard and misleading references to a shared driveway further complicate access arrangement. The proposal does not align with Swindon Residential Design Guide principles and incorrectly describes the road classification. References to the demolition of adjacent properties are speculative and reliant on separate, unapproved applications. All objections raised under Planning Application Ref: S/25/0516 remain valid. The scale and massing of the proposed dwelling are disproportionate, and the application should be subject to full scrutiny under standard planning procedures.

Application: S/PAG2R/25/1059
Re: Prior Approval Application for the change of use from agricultural buildings to 5 No. dwellinghouses (Use Class C3) (Pat 3; Class R) 
At: Stubbs Hill Farm, Broad Bush Blunsdon Swindon SN26 7ES
Comments: The Council wishes to object based on:
The Parish Council maintains its objection to the proposed development at Stubbs Hill Farm, citing incomplete TR2 transport requirements, inadequate access infrastructure, and serious concerns over traffic safety at the Cold Harbour junction. The application lacks clarity on whether the dwellings are new-builds or conversions, and sustainability claims are unsubstantiated. The absence of footpaths and pedestrian links raises safety and accessibility issues, and the proposal fails to demonstrate compliance with planning standards. These concerns remain unresolved and warrant full consideration in the planning decision.

Application – S/25/1067
Re: Demolition of garage and relocation of summer house, and erection of 1no.
detached dwelling, replacement garage and associated works (Variation of
Condition 2) from previous application S/22/1266 regarding proposed plans.
At: Land At the Ferns, Front Lane, Blunsdon Swindon SN26 7BJ
Comments: The Council wishes to support this application.

3.   Correspondence from SBC - None

25/145 Finance & Policies

1 The payments list for 20/8/25 – 17/09/25 was approved.
2 The income received during 20/8/25 – 17/09/25 was approved.                                         
3 The Monthly Regular Payments List was not available to approve.
4 It was approved to grant S137 support for a 3-month pilot, running Oct, Nov & Dec.  To include return journeys through dial-a-ride from residents (predicted 4-6) home to the cafe. Invoice to be received from Dial-a-ride for £435.00. From January 2026 onwards a grant will be applied for to continue the scheme.
5 Ermin Street quotes received from Oliver: 
· It was approved to pay for £13,240.17 for 2 tree pits
· It was approved to pay £1514 for legal works for the project
· It was approved to pay invoice no. BlunsonPC005 £7231.88 to Bath Land Management for consultancy for the last 4 months
6 It was approved to go ahead with the Allbuild quote no. 1154. Clearing copse area. £1327 + VAT  
7 It was approved for new storage container quotes £5970 vat inclusive, only once delivery terms are arranged and delivery has been completed to recreation area. From action point, it was also approved for the £200 additional charge for movement of container from the docks by Qube Containers to be paid.
8 It was approved for the GM quote no.1141 for £450 + VAT, Turnpike litter clearance. The invoice should not be paid until Cllr Taylor has confirmed the job as completed.
9 It was approved for the purchase of prohibiting signage at the MUGA and Cemetery £49. From action point, it was approved for the Allbuild quote no.1160, Remove tree & bramble to entrance way to side of MUGA £450. Spray area on side & rear entrance of MUGA £400. To remove vegetation to fence line £150 - This cost is to come from the MUGA budget not the GM contract.

25/146 POLICIES – To review/approve the following: 
1 New – Financial Risk Assessment Policy, C/forward
2 New – Financial Internal Controls Policy, C/forward
3 Terms and conditions for the use of the MUGA were amended to remove hirers being responsible for the tennis nets. It was agreed that the caretaker’s phone number can be included as out of hours emergency contact.

25/147 PROJECTS/FACILITIES -To discuss and approve urgent matters raised for projects/sites: 
1 Recreation areas: Cllr Jankinson informed all an APP called SNAPIT, provides photo upload, task lists, multi log ins, linked group chats and job lists, it could be a suitable maintenance App for Ops team/caretakers.
a) It was approved to obtain quotes for exterior lighting and replacing internal lamps with LEDs, this has been added as an action point.
b) It was approved to obtain a quote for the purchase of an exterior box for the defibrillator at the pavilion currently kept in garage, this has been added as an action point.
c) It was agreed for the Clerk to create a licence for BFC to use the new container on site. 
2 MUGA. The working Group’s notes for Recreation were noted:
a) Cllr Taylor - the contractor confirmed lamping installed at the MUGA was adequate. Cllr Jankinson will confirm back on any updated requirements from Slatters. 
NOTE: It was agreed to obtain a quote for a defibrillator and case for the MUGA, this has been added as an action point.
b) Update from Cllr Nash on Risk Assessment for the office unit to be c/forward to next finance meeting.
3 MUGA and School 
It was agreed that due to the school using the facility during term time weekdays that a key would be provided to access the MUGA. Booking slots should be added to Lemon Booking for the usage by the school at zero cost so availability is blocked out. The school should sign the new MUGA T&C, so they take responsibility for damage and rules.
Additional Notes:
Cemetery
The Assistant Clerk provided an update on the estimated costs for burial records: £3,700 for mapping, £2,500 for software, and £3,000 for digitising records, figures based on quotes from companies who previously supported Highworth Council. The expected timeframe for implementation is around four months. The Assistant Clerk and RFO have been in discussion with Cllr Gardiner, who is developing a free web-based system for BPC to manage existing and future burial records, including cemetery mapping by plot number or pin drop. Everyone agreed this would be a positive step forward, and further details from Cllr Gardiner were welcomed. He will also assess the quality of the current record books to support scanning and data extraction.
BVH - It was agreed that the pre-school could continue to book additional sessions for the holiday club to run out of term time.
25/148	CORRESPONDENCE 
Wiltshire and Swindon Community messaging x  3
PCC updates x 2
NALC x 2
SBC media release x  4
SBC Your Swindon x 2

25/149 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC The one resident left the room.
25/150 STAFFING 
1. An update was received by Cllr Taylor on the caretaker's good progress so far, both the village hall and MUGA have been covered. Cllr Nash to assist the caretaker while Cllr Taylor is on leave. It was confirmed that the Caretaker’s mobile number could be used publicly as a point of contact.

2. The Operations Managers Role (3-month probation) would be c/forward to the next agenda.

25/151 PARISH MATTERS
Cllr Selwood informed all that Lee has purchased a ride on street sweeper which can collect leaves, wash gullies and sweep, he is already using it in Wanborough. Based on this, the Leaf Cleaning Module within the GM Contract should be amended accordingly to reflect this change. This has been added as an action point.
Cllr Jankinson provided an update on new projects from SBC such as Fly tip team, Autumn weed spray for the borough, new mechanical road sweepers.

25/152 KEY MESSAGES FOR MAGAZINE/FACEBOOK/WEB 
· Winter prep for residents
· New dial-a-ride scheme for cafe
· Ermin Street flower planting
· Rivan update
· Housing application at Kingsdown
· MUGA opening – A/Clerk to provide full advert

 25/153 CLOSE & SUMMONS TO ATTEND NEXT MEETING 
Next month’s Full Council meeting to be held Monday 6th October 2025 at 7.30pm 
Next Finance meeting to be held on Monday 20th October 2025 at 7.30 pm 
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.40pm
           
 
 ………………………………......  
Signed by Chairman 6th October 2025   
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	Date Paid
	Payee Name
	Reference
	Amount Paid
	Authorized Ref
	Transaction Detail

	20/08/2025
	Mrs D Braiden
	BACS110
	16.20
	August 18th
	Mileage for Clerks forum DB

	20/08/2025
	Sainsburys
	BACS142
	40.05
	Aug 15
	JT fuel grasscutting

	20/08/2025
	Sainsburys
	BACS142
	0.45
	RFO correction 
0.45
	JT fuel

	27/08/2025
	Brit Telecom
	BACS134
	422.35
	REGULAR 
15/9/25
	Q068 S5

	28/08/2025
	S & C Slatter
	BACS143
	101,984.91
	September 15
	4th Certificate

	29/08/2025
	REF 2
	BACS144
	1,521.50
	REGULAR sept 
15th
	REF 3 August

	29/08/2025
	REF 1
	BACS145
	2,074.50
	REGULAR 
september 15
	REF 1 August

	29/08/2025
	Hayley Seagroatt
	BACS146
	480.00
	REGULAR Sept 
15th
	August cleans VH inv 51

	29/08/2025
	Tectonic Software ApS
	BACS147
	14.00
	July approvedSept
	3340 invoice extra sites added

	29/08/2025
	Liza's Easy Cleaning Services
	BACS148
	103.30
	REGULAR sept 15th
	August Cleans pavilion

	29/08/2025
	One Off Payments Allotment/VH
	BACS149
	211.75
	RFO - duplicate recv
	Refund for Charm Ltd (LB) R355

	29/08/2025
	Everflow water
	BACS150
	150.47
	RGULAR 15 Sept
	4636074 inv Sep to Oct

	03/09/2025
	Viking Signs Ltd
	BACS155
	49.39
	Sep 15
	Signs MUGA & Cemetery

	05/09/2025
	Hills Waste Solutions Ltd
	B120
	181.87
	REGULAR 15 Sept
	P972045

	05/09/2025
	Spot On Supplies (Cleaning)Ltd
	BACS154
	137.32
	REGULAR 
150925
	12248294 invoice

	11/09/2025
	WP Garden & Landscapes
	BACS156
	4,060.00
	Sep 1
	220385 invoice PAV slabs

	11/09/2025
	Stand Out Window Cleaning Serv
	BACS157
	150.00
	REGULAR 
15/9/25
	0250 inv Aug windows VH

	11/09/2025
	Arthur J Gallagher Insurance
	BACS135
	146.97
	18th August
	547462981

	17/09/2025
	Wiltshire Pension Fund
	BACS151
	1,189.59
	REGULAR 
15/9/25
	Wiltshire Pension Fund august

	17/09/2025
	Hills Waste Solutions Ltd
	BACS152
	170.47
	REGULAR
	P979602 inv august waste vh

	17/09/2025
	SN Heating& Plumbing Ltd
	BACS153
	162.00
	Sep 15
	4209 invoice boiler check vH

	17/09/2025
	The Works
	BACS158
	18.50
	15 September
	Stationary DB


[image: ]Total Payments	113,285.59
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	Date Paid	Payee Name
	Reference
	Amount Paid Authorized Ref	Transaction Detail
	

	04/09/2025	Post Office Counter
	OPS027
	6.80 RFO - Sep 15th	Purchase 4 x 1st class stamps
	


Total Payments [image: ]


TOTAL PAYMENTS £113,292.39[image: ]				
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