Thornborough Village Hall

Equality and Diversity Policy Statement


The purpose of this statement is to mitigate any potential discrimination or unfair treatment against Thornborough Village Hall users and committee members.

DEFINITIONS: 
Equality is: the state of being equal, especially in status, rights, or opportunities. 
Diversity is: understanding that each individual is unique and recognising our individual differences. 

The Village Hall committee is committed to the principles of equality and diversity and will strive to ensure that no Village Hall user will be treated less favourably on the following protected grounds:

· Age
· Disability
· Gender reassignment
· Marriage and civil partnership
· Pregnancy and maternity
· Race 
· Religion and belief
· Sex
· Sexual orientation
· Or by any other condition that cannot be shown to be justifiable.

(see ACAS The Equality Act - What’s New and What’s Changed) 

Thornborough Village Hall welcomes members from all communities and will protect them from abuse or harassment.

DISCRIMINATION

Thornborough Village Hall Committee recognises that discrimination can take varying forms:

Direct:
· Where a user is treated less favourably than another in the same or similar situation on one of the grounds listed above.

Indirect:
· Where a rule or practice is applied to all but has the effect of disadvantaging a particular group of people compared to others outside the group, unless the rule or practice is needed to achieve a legitimate aim and the means of achieving the aim are appropriate and necessary.


Victimisation:
· Where an individual has taken steps to enforce their rights (or has helped another to do so) and as a result is treated less favourably than those who have not complained.


Harassment:
· Where an individual is subjected to unwanted conduct on a protected ground which has the purpose or effect of violating their dignity or of creating an intimidating, hostile humiliating or offensive environment.


EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY

Thornborough Village Hall Committee acknowledges that treating users equally does not equate to treating all users in the same way, but that their needs can be met in different ways.  Thornborough Village Hall values diversity and will seek to enable all users to access the Village Hall. 



On behalf Thornborough Village Hall Committee 
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