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Downley Old School Community Association (DOSCA)
Grant Awarding Policy
1) Aim 
The overall aim of this document is to ensure that all award-making activity is open, fair, transparent, competitive and supports local organisations.
2) Scope
DOSCA will consider applications for grants from voluntary, charitable or community organisations primarily from those based in Downley. However any organisation based outside the Village will be considered if it shows that it provide services which benefit the Village. In some cases, DOSCA will make a grant to supplement another grant in the village for example from the Parish Council.
To qualify for an award, the applicant must be able to demonstrate that any funding from DOSCA will benefit the parish or residents of the parish. The purpose of this document is to provide guidance for DOSCA when considering requests for grants and donations.
3) Process 
Applications will be considered under the guidelines set out below initially by the Grants Award Sub-Committee which will examine the evidence --both the validity and the merits of the application and make a recommendation to the full Management committee for a decision.
This subcommittee will consider applications initially by e-mail and if need be by either a virtual or actual meeting. 
In the event that DOSCA receives more than one request for funding in any one financial year, it will have regard to its budget and only fund those which give the greatest benefit to Downley as a community.

4) Guidelines
Applications will be considered for the following purposes :-
· The purchase of equipment either in part or in full;
· The funding of transport that will enable group members to partake in a group outing or trip regardless of their incomes;
· Activities that raise the profile of the area;
· Running costs of a viable group that is experiencing a period of hardship;
· Hosting specific events or celebrations;
· The provision of recreational facilities.

Notwithstanding the above categories, DOSCA will consider
applications where fundraising has already been carried out and the application is being made to make up a shortfall.
5) Conditions of Grant Funding
· The award must be used for the purpose for which the application is made;
· If the group making the application is unable to use the award for the stated purpose, all monies must be returned to DOSCA;
· All awards must be properly accounted for and evidence of expenditure should be supplied if requested. DOSCA reserves the right to request a refund of any award if this condition cannot be met;
· DOSCA reserves the right to make post-grant checks from time to time to confirm that the grant has been spent on the project applied for;
· Grants within the village will normally be awarded to a maximum of £500; those outside to £250.
6) Eligibility
Any social group or organisation which operates within the parish and which is of benefit to the local community shall be eligible.
DOSCA will not fund any activity or project:--
· That it considers to be the responsibility of a statutory body;
· That provides support for individual or private business rights;
· That benefits or improves privately owned land or property; (including Downley Common);
· That has already been completed or will have been by the time the grant is made.

7) Decision
It may not be possible to grant funds for all requests made. Applications will be considered on their merits and due consideration will be given to the extent to which funding has been sought or secured from other sources or self-fundraising activities.

The decision of DOSCA is final.

8) Applications
Applicants can download an application form from the Downley Community web site, ‘Downley.org’ at the following location:

https://www.downley.org/uploads/documents/archive/DOSCA%20Grant%20Application%20Form%202020.docx

DOSCA management committee 			January 2021
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